RS RN RN MR e s T —eee—m——m—m— e o o

1nterest1ng as well as educational, this book presents ten ‘sample
student papers selected from classes in which rescarch methods were
taught “through the use of newspapers and’ pericdicals. The paper ¢
topics, based on real people and actual ewents, rangé from bizaare,
murder cases and treasure expeditions to famcus Irdians, explorers,
_and obscure biographies. In addition to the student papers, the ‘book
offers the following guxdellnes for researching and writing about a
nevpaper case: library research exercises, methods for research, a
-procedure for writing a paper, and a ten-point research.paper check
list, for students. The kook includes a list of 100 annotated research.
topzcs that have resulted in superlor student: papers over a five year
" teaching period. (HAI) , .
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. INTRODUCTION...OR |
: ..~ RESEARCH PAPERS DON'T BITE L

/ .

This book i,,s not meant to be simply another style
manual for wrmng college research ‘papers. There
are plenty of ‘those around and I don t really believe
another one 1s needed. Rather, this text works under
the assumption that freshman research and research

papeérs can be interesting, an idea so heretical I'm
almost afraid to advance it. Histgrically, the fresh-
man research paper was never designed to be worth-
while or interesting in itself, it was, and alas still is
In many cases, a trial ballogn, a stepping,stone, an
exercise, a preparation for graduate school and
béyond. At its zenith it 1s a means for scholars and

' scientists to communicate abp}n orlgmal investiga-

tons, but at any lower }ewel it is a dry run. In
graduate school the research paper is written to
prove that one can investigate and organize material
just like a full-fledged member of the profession, in
college 1t is to prove one s regdy for graduate school
(or as “'practice for you‘rdtheﬂwurses '), and on the
high scbool level 1t is taughthecause studeqts will
have to write research papers%gcollege " (Perhaps
for this reason 'English has come to be called a
“service course.”’) It even results in a strange kind of

" praise for the exercise, When high schools ask’,

former students what work 1n English has proved
the most valuable, the research paper is invariably

at the top of the list. Students without the high’

. school experience are oftent in the pus\uun described
by this bewildered freshman. .

My first day of class, 1 was told to hand in 2 15-page
analysis of two books at the end of the week. I gotan F
‘of course, the professor said the wrnung was adequate
and the content all right, but the form was all wrong. 1
didn't know what he was talking about until a friend
tol me how to do footnotes and bibliographies.!

iGe dine-Allen, “What College Studems Wish Thcy’d“Had
in Seoiot English,” English Journal. 53 (1964), 607

.
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high schools teach the research paper as part of
he college survival kit, and colldges™ see it as a
survival kit for graduate school, and graduate
-, schools hold that itis preparation for‘the time when
Na person undertakes original research. Thus, the *
" high school research pap@ns really designed as
training for laboratory research, although no one
seemns to see it that way. The stand taken in this
. book is that research £dn’ be interesting in its pwn
. right, that real research is indeed possible for fresh-
men. and that skills learned in doing a research
paper can have immediate application. )
Acwally, the method presemeéa?lere was devel-
oped out of the frustration L{elt after reading 3 stack
of badly done freshman research papers on Moby”,
Dick. My papers were of the classic scissors-and-
‘paste type with quotations lamely held together
. with weak transitional sentences interrupted by bad
"attempts at paraphrasé. Or worse, I could tll that
one book in the bibliography accounted for 90
percent of the paper, or still worse, the book wasn’t
in the blbllography Or much porse, it probably |
. came from the Moby Dick cheater sold by my'
friendly college bookstore. -
The papers themselwes were dull—*“lacks a clear
{ocus,” “the transition is wedk between semencés,
“the stykefls too informal,” “single space quotations .
“over five lines,”'~really dull. Of course I had a few
.sood papers,but even they tended to be dull. It took

.

)

N

me weeks to mark them, and 1 had to make up little -

correction games to force myself through the read-
‘ing: “Today T'll read only, papers in red plastic
folders.” But'then I $tumnbled upon a clue.

I devised a serigs of library exercises- to acquaint

students with general reference works such as the
New York Times Index, The Readers’ Guide, Book
Review Digest, etc. Not that I really planned to have

s .

-

’

’ .




N ' R - 3
> L. . .
o B N . . . « R . - .
v - ° - ~ P . .
2 . _Murder, Mischief, and Mayhem  —— ~
) . I 1 . \ . . . v . " )
‘ ’ . .. . \w’ ’ . P . » .
o . my dass use these sources in writing their papers,  materia¥ to select from a mass of information the
but I found that most freshmen have rarely used any  * key 'Llcmcnts facts, details, and quotat}ons needed
o . reference-other than The Readers. Guide apdhavea 1o construct a paper of. about two thousand words.,

deeply rooted feéar of a college libréry My goal was  Second, I'wanted cases that extended. over a perlod
« _to give them practical exppsire’to standard indexes of ycars in which new ‘developments képt dppcarmg
and reference materials, acquaint them with our’ and confusing the issue; This paper was going to be
library’s rapidly expanding mero-resources, and I (" a legitimate test of a student's ability to research-and
suspect, salve my guilt in the course by teaching  organize scattered and chaotic materials. Thixd, I
skills which mlght be useful n further college  tried to pick cases that seemed t touch on some
work. ° + " aspect of -the American mind «and character, that

' The first exercise dlrccted students to look.upthe  revealed a national or local attitude or strange
N @/{f)rk Times on the day thcy wete bofn gnd  custom of the time, For insgance, one choice was the’

write a brief paragraph about what happcned 1897 case of “l“lélm Guldensuppe‘hhose dismem-
Standard enough. They Jlearned to use the micro-  bered body was found over a course of three weeks,
“film machines and maybe noticed we carry thé  except for the head. His “remains,” sans head, were
Times. back to its first issug in 1861, Exercise two . but to ther and he was given an open "casket
was desngned o mtroducc}?haﬁ’l’emea Inde; and the * funeraffattended by thousands. of curikgus Aldewers.
. question was. “What were the circimstances sur-  Or’ again falling back on the .gangster crimes, I
o . roundbng the death of the following person?” And . selected the 1929 §hootmg of Red Cassidy in the
then each student was gnen a dafferent name and ' Hotsy Totsy Club in-New York. Simply from the

'

- .date. s . entries in the Index one can sense the flavor of the
> For years one of the fun books atpound our house pCI‘lOd of gangland rualrles pollcc corruption,

' has been apicpure account of "'the ruaring twenties™ mlsslr\g witnesses turning up~in the East River.
" which features close-ups of assorted gangsters Yid- Fourth, 1 Qlcked only cases that looked interest-

dled ‘with bullets somewhere un Chicago’s South  ing,’ somewhat blzarre fun to read about and
Side. So for this question I lifted the obituary |, research...and te cérrect. No run-of-the-mill mug-

: . thformation o some of Capone's finest, put it on’ ~ gings, no domestlc manslgughter cases, no same- ~
- . 3” x 5” card¢{what else!), and dedlt the cardsout to  day confessxon crimes. I tried o find twénty-five
the class, appropnately, face down. When the as-  “‘classics”"—boy meets glrl, boy accused of k‘rllmgf\ £
N . signments were turned in, a number of students girl, boy released for lack of eyidence, town lynches‘ 1
. \) meationed how interestmg the stof was surround-  boy upon release, etc. But usually I had no idea* '

ing their case, how strange that eza-must have been,  how the crime turned out or realh what it was all
and how different the account read cotnpared to a about and no case was selected if it was sofamous
- . “modern” gewspaper stlry We spent a few minutes there were books about it (exit Leo Frank and Lizzie
in class joking about sume of the mores of the 1920 Borden) For dll _practical purposes, this to be
gangster world they had untovered, €.g., gold cof-~ “priginal” research; or as close as one coulddgéetﬁg\'“
v fins, funeral processions through the terrltory, second term frestrman fourse. .-~ -
the man's rivals uttering B movie eulogies. It was From the outget 1 knew I had scored with my
Jobvioiss this had been fun . .. for poth of us. qul\ fourth objective. The kids were really fascinated
ing up the review in Book Revzew ngest had beer¥a  with their projects, and #lthough some of their
chorg, but the qther was fun. Naturally, we forgot &?es were often as com'plicated as’ Moby Dick,

p about all this when we turned to our “serious” v people had- trouhle undc tanding™. .what N

. .project and eweryone did his dull, badfy done papet }was going on. The greatest dlfflculty was orga- '
’ on Moby, Dick. Foy the last txme o, . nizing. the material and puttmg it' into'a reagds, .

5 - . Beforethe next‘term began I spent a weekend®n " able format. I found almost ev gryene had sttuatlons b

the library. at the Times Index pulling ouf each  where facts were misstated, uﬁbled of conflicting.” *
volume, flipping to thy “Murder” listings and  In sdme. cases the newswading, style.was as foreign
noting the best cases.dating from 1851. The kind of  tp students as an ar%le in a scholarly journal. .

. i J
P case I was looking fpryad t0 have certain qualmcs Students constantly had to look up archaic terms \
s . o 3 . N N
R First, it had to. be.a big enough .case,to allow™ and “sic’ seemetl to be needed in almost every
"'/ ., © . students to Qlck and choose?from . the amxlable Qquotation, At first some. People felt snowed under |
. : -
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Began realize \Zal a stur§ entitled ““Police Con-
tinué Séarch, for Killer” would offer little that was
new and was hardly worth reading. (I was reminded
of the lyplcal ‘comment I°had heard on literary
papers: *“Every book says the same thing abopl,
Moby Dick, so what shou‘ldll do”‘)

The papers themselves turied o6t © be the lxél [
 had ever received. fllty showed veal hustle i the hi-
brary and actual work ih rewriting. A number of
péop].e found stories in papers olher lpan the Tumes,
¢and a few people dlsclo\ered mai

cerning their_murders. A _couple of studgnts

referred to ency clopedlas or history books for giieral

“bagkground rpaterral To the best of my 1y Kndwledge

no{\patperk was: plagianzed, fac Nmbute t6 the

Students’ inferest in their top c@a\nd p0351bl), the

. fact that most o[ the n wsgslorxes weren't ‘wiitien

. well enough o bolh({:; pying). There were no

sc1ssors -and- pdslc hls may have been due to

) the built-in “‘naghadiye’ “structure and chronological

progression of lhgcases And most important of all,

- I enjoyed readmg the papers . . even the single-
sspaced quotations oter five Ines. :

- Since then I have refined and c;pdndul the

roject somewhat. Recent loplcs have dealt with’

‘gohjlcal scandals, esprortage cases,.biogi. q)hlt,s of
fningr “‘histdncal” figures, treasure huuls, “and
jbare-knuckle prize-fights. Some of my _br:sl Papers
have been on Inglian "uprisings,” in which students
were amazed 16, read contemporary, acounts of

."gallant horse soldiers dispatching capper - ~olored ”
wrelches (Ute Indian War—1879), or how d gruup )
of Mormon’s used Indians to wipeouta Wagon train
ofimmigrants (Mountain Meadow Massacre—1857).

I now allow students to pqu their ,own topics or

“areas” if they wish and 1 have a few takers,
however;, famous crimes is «ill the most populdr
category N .o

- With this approach students often encountet
unusual rcsearch problcms, including ‘strange ter-
minology rio longer 1n use. One student came dcross
the terin ars'enic eater” in his case and eventually
? discovered it was a practice for g;rls in the late 1800s
to eat small amourits ‘of arsenic ta, lighten their
complexxons Also, news storiey often contradict
eagh olh,er because in an era of sensationdl journal-
ism each reporter tried to.write the most revealing
Storyg possxble usmg essentially the same facts. This
forces students 10 be very e\aluame in theirresearch.

v
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with maleﬁd‘l’h‘t\[:ey realizéd the-importance of.”
the proper selection‘of information, by dcgrees they

zinearticles con=-.
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The research papers in thi¥ volime age the result .
of this kind of investigation. They were all written
by stud.ems in fieshman English Compesition at
Shlppcnsbutg State College and represent a small ;-
sample of the cases students this class shave
researched in past.years. A few of the murder cases
are unsohved, and aJthough they were so ﬁn;ﬁes
_more ifficult to w0rk with, students [ mnd lhem
[asun‘mng because it allowed thefn to formtﬂale /
theories about wrat happened. (In £ lcl,/some of the 7
soluttor$ to murders are 0 mge ipous, I'm con-
found she answer! »But even in those
cases that alc{\bol\ed I encourage students ta write
.conclusions that are evaluative or speculative.

I chose these cases for inclusion as examples.of
well constructed reséarch-papers, but at the same
time I lqgg 1o pick papers that are simply interest-
ing o 1¥4d by themselves. None of_these “historical
footnotes’ has ever appeared in formal prml and
have generall) been forgotten by time. 1 impres

upon sludenj “for guod quo\auons statgt ) =
* ments that 1 t the ‘Iempu of the times,” and/1 ° - .5;
think many of these papers fit that criterion. Thgve . .:S
corrected=the obtious typos and added a few marKs = i "\T
guncluauon for the syke of clgrity, but for all e
fical purposes, these paapers are exactly as the ¢ ¢

b

©

sludems handed -them in.
I should add that this approach is not a pau‘lace&
and that not all [my atempts are success[ul Like
everyone else, I Teceive papers thdt' need a good < - .
proofreading o that lacR continuity. A few prople '
=" are unable to see the foresl through the tre¢s, and
,1he5 spc.nd pages recappmg the predlclalﬁe out-
come of néw trials and further appeals A fep timés'
I ‘was responsible for picking, bgd topics. Either lhey
—Mere too dull (Boslon Police Strike) or else,l tried to
ke the project too “literary " and it sank nder its
own welgf;l (One {ailure occurred when Ihsslgnea
_the story of the death of Floyd Colliné in the’
Kentucky cave and asked the sludem 1o r lale iyto, .
Roberl Penn Warren's novel based on. th { episode. .
The’ paper mlghl have worked for a semot Englxsh
major, but for a freshman eleméntary student 1i was.”
a disaster.)".®
At the end of the book I ha\e mduded an,
annotated list of over 100 research topics that have |
resulted *in superior, papers_for. mé, the cream of
about 500 cases 1 haxvssngned in,the last five years,
dlung with some H‘dsn( guidélines for assi ning lhe..
topics. All of” these assignments are wor ablc and
have enough material:available to allow stifdents to -

N
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conslruct a xesearch paper of about ten pages “or
molE Sometlmes s[.udenls can-trace magazme arti-
cles written when the mcldenl occurred, and 4 few

. cases are cited i in books. Still, everyattemnpt bas been

made ta stay, away, from those cases which for all
practical purposes haye been * dor;e by other writ-
ers and prow nothing when students
them. N

Instructors who llke thiy approach may wish to
pick up fhe Hutohmson Guide’ to Writing Re-

searth Papers by Helcne Hutchinson (Glencoe

“rewrite’’
o

- o

. L .
Piess) and Perceptivn,and Peisuasion by Raymond
Paul and Pellegrino | Goione (Crowell) These texts
deal with the research paper in unlisual ways and
may suggest other ideas you can use. In any case, |
hopc thi} bouk gives you some fresh ideas so you'll
never again be forced.to read a dudl and predicrable
research paper pasted together from critical books,
or culled from a single “work.” I really believe that
once, having tried this method you’ll neVer go back
to the Moby Dick casebook. a ot

- T
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' Whén a beautiful young giri was found stuffed }ﬁ a trunk in a New -
York train Jepot in tﬁe summer of 1871, a,néw breed of murderer was ~

v - -

;xposed to the woéld: Young, vulnerable, unmarried mothers‘whp, in the .
nineteenth .c;nt:ury were so disgraced by their predicamer;t they vere

‘ ) desperaté'for any alternative, woJld seek out ?Qort%onists through coded

* advertisements in neﬁspapérs. w;rking under the pretense oé helping a

. ?
, women, these fien actually endangered their lives. Evéry day in large
. ' Y

cities girls died at the .hands of these unscrupulod%'men and litcle was !

4.

ever done about their deaths. "Alice Augusfa ‘Bowlsby was one of these v

unfortunate victims. But when her mutilated bod@ was found in a trunk ‘in,
¢

the Hudson River Tréin Depot, the crime became so sensational it touched -
of f a three month search for her killer's idertity and resulted.in ned
. ——
/ .

laws to crack down on what was'then termed the "evil of the age." *
X - . 3
.The nightmare began on August 26, 18f1, when a small, hors&~drawn

-
»

furniture truck pulled into a train depot in New York City.
) L3

driven .by an old man, and its only contents were a small trunk. Imme-

It was

Jdiately behind the truck, a one-horse coupé arrived with an elderly lady
* who got out, paid the driver: and’ sent him on his way.' The woman then

asked a young boy, whd was standing nearby, to help unload the trunk *
. . Oy e .
from the van. In the,process it was noticed the locks were not very

gecure, and the woman was concerned they would not stay closed with all

. - -
- the jostling and bouncing the trunk would receive on the long trip to , g
- ‘ ‘ ¢.
. - . v - N

' s 7/ ~ T

© ) 1 ’ )t '

. RN e o~
. - x s .
N \ o, i :
) - v

Te
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8 . Mtlrder,ﬁlischzej, and Mayhem .
’ ¢ .

-

-sipce.

N ‘ » « ‘;
Chicago, its final destinatign. So“the boy, who was ‘called "Paddy "1

9

S 7
volufered o find a rope and fasten ic. Afcer “thid was dpne, che qld

woman dismissed che truckman, buc not before the obsenyanc Paddy noticed .+

toa

thed name "Tripp written on the side of the van'.2

.

The trunk was ﬁ?e" taken to the l6ading platform where it ‘was’ ~
" -0
thrown about and, as the lady had feared, the 1id jarred loose. This

.

would have passed unnoticed bur. porters noticed a terrible stench coming

from che'crunk. They decided to investigate the source of the odor and
after che 1id was cut open they found theadoubled-up body of 3 beautiful «
young girl. Police were immediately summened, ;nd an Insdeccor wd}ling,
wes‘puc'on the case. - C ) SR

.
'

. N 9
+The first person the Inspector questioned was the boy‘Péddy, who -

said the woman had gone down the sstreet for'someching fs’e;:i—eaylng she
. N . b

would return in time for the train.

However, she had not been seen
A R

s

Paddy did mention "Tripp" written on the side of the truck, so

—t

' = <

- - 3
Walling seg} men to search fer any truck in the city with that “aﬁf'
. »

Y

not to be the person who delivered .the crunk; a man by~che ngme of .
. 3

P v . - 4
"Trapp" was found, but he denied he was ever at the depot that aftérnogn

-

and Paddy said he was not the driver.

.

worked all nfght to locate either "Tripp," the truck, or the old lady,

The hdrried Inspeccbr~aﬁd his men

and finally the driver of the coupé was £pund.‘ He stated a woman had

. - come that afternboh to hire him'to take het £o_the depot, and he had

obliged, but hf'could offer no other informacion. 'Still wo leads turned
, .. o ,

'up on the truck or driver,,so policé thought perhaps it came from

1. The'bgy's Teal name was Alexander Parks. v

2. This name .appears la;er in, the case. ~

There was only one driver in the cicy*wich that name but he  proved

ey

"

l“-




.- - o o gﬁ. Jacob Rosenzw?ig-.—/lbt)montst

9

-

, - . R . o . - VOt .
.o - 1y
Brobklyn, Jersey City, or somewhere outside’ New York. A

K

. .When the p’artial.ly decomposed body was examined, it was revealed *

that death had océurred three days ear\.U._er.. ‘The heart, lungs, and brain .

1

- were it a "h'ealthy condition,” but an opening 'in the abdominal cavity

immediately led the Inspector to believe the trunk might havé been takén
‘from the "den of‘ a New York abortionist.

\d Y

he ident'lty of the girl and one source hinted she was a young widow , °

ot who had come to the ciey to' seek l'surgical relief" from a tumor in her

Nothing was heard in the next few
*

days, so~this theory was assumed to be false. “Inspector Walling searched
s . - .- \ . |
his file of missing persons but could find no one who fit the girl's

[N

“stomach and had never returned home.

description. Many amateur detectives offered theories to the newspapers,

+_ but, noné made sense. One opinion was tVt the murder was 8ommitted by a

woman and a burglar because it waS~thought that_''no one but a woman,
*A . - .

.6, wou]..cL,‘have left the body in such’cohdition, and 'no‘“'man' ‘would halve trusted

a woman to dispose of the body."lf .

+
d ' , [ ad - »
On\'the. morning of August 28, 187~l, thé.man who deli»"eredﬁ the trunk

.

wis lpcated., W‘illiam Pic&'heit had read accountsAn the paper about the
)

v

murder and believed he was the man who had transported the trunk\ At

. DY ~

Police heddqiarters Pickheit related the following story to Captain .

“J

Cameron of the 18th Rrecinct:

. N )

-

$

' /

v

. At 1 p.m. Saturday, a waman came to my stand and asked

me to go to the’ basement of. no., 687 2nd Avenue and get a
trunk which I could’obtain by ringing the bell and telling
the people what I wanted. Then I was to put it on my truck
and take it to the’Hudson ﬁver Railroad Depot, where she .
. would be in a co_upé DN
2 . Y ’.. 'o .4 . .

o .
. . . . . ~

. 3. "The Trunk MyStery,” New Yotk Times, 28 August 1871, p. 8. _

Ibid.” . , . .
. -

5. "Evil of the Age," New York Times, 29’ August 1871, p. 8..

L

3
There were many rumors \Ts to

-

A

-
- ’

-
-
3

.
I
-
-
)




[ Ao rovidod oy e

-

-

~

-

. all knowledge of ‘the business and declared she was

A2

-

stat ion.

,«l3ickheit said he went '50~the house ahd' was led to a basement chamber.-’
N (RN Zo . ~

There he was mes by several women and a tall man, bhom Be ‘tfesc{ribed 180

* v

accurat%ly that Acting P,olice Ssvgeant Rooney knew he was the ‘PfcamOus

. Lxg

t
abortionist, Jacob Ro:;enzweig Y v ,
N
! Sergeantz\'Rooneya put on street clothes and along’ with another \o»ffi— )
.cer went to No. ‘687 w‘?,nd Avenue. Rosenzwelg!s wife and daughter told the
. - d . b
men. the doctor w&s out so Rooney put the house undé’r éutveillance.

L4 s 1 b ~

He

watched for Rosenzweig,‘to, rive, and when he did he followed him into..

a.liquor' store.near \h:;s‘ house.
zvieig tecognized the officer and Tan.” But it was too late{,and after a
N .

¢ -
)

brief strugple, Rooney got him i‘nto the ?Jaiting cab and to‘ok him to twe
b

Captain ’Cameron, vho was also with Rooney wlyen they went to.
13 &

.

\

the house, als\o br0ught ih the servant: girl from Rose‘nzweig s residem:e.

Inspector Walling, wfio at that: time had not heard the truckman s story, .
e

met' the party,q_nd made Pipkheit retell the incident.

. .

e\rerything Pickheit, said except for a'mikr detail of shaking ha‘nds

Paddy agreed to -

v M

with the wm&n\when they parted. T - -r

.

\ . . .
«When Rosenzweig was as}e{ if he knew anything ab0ut the trunk whi.‘ch

“p
he had allegdy g:lven to Pickheit, ‘he @PPeared "perfectly amaz_e;l;' 'at

'S the question and denied ever ‘haLving se‘t eyes, on him., ?icﬁ‘heit believed

N ~ -

\l
Rosenzweig to be che man yho had” ve‘-rhim the trunk but he was. not .,

e

>
sure he had ever seenn the, arv 1rl beere. The wife had been in the

remembere\d her asking him wbere he
. ¢ S
\was taking the trunk. However, Mrs. Rosenzwéig was contacted and denied

basement at the time, but’Fic
e :

Utoo deligate to.be

~ a 3

down§tairs op Saturday when the truckman called 6+ - . .

. v * -

6. ['Fvil Af the Age," p. 8,
. N . o

-
v =

He wds about to arrést him when Rosen- v

.

£

«
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~

- certificate for a stillbord child was algo f_ound and Rogenzweig's name .

b )

At this po.int: Inspéctor Wal]:i’nf waé still complet:ely'baffled as

the ident:it:y of t:he girl andat:he woman in the coupé. He 1ooked for’
¢ i [¢

clues in l(osenzweig s-heu‘sud also at a house in Amit:y Place whicn‘ was, .

said to be occupied by Rosenzweig and used for unlaw}’ul abort:ions. ’A.t: £
.- - Y e *° :

t:he second address ‘some papers Jere found in his d‘esk, including an i

advertisement apparently taken from the New.York Times which Tread: ® . N .

- - . =
N . .

"Ladies in trouble; guarantee.d immediate relief,ssure and safe; no.fees . ‘ -
- Qe .
required until, pérfectly satisfied. Dr. Ascher, Amity Place. "Z A deat:h .

]

‘. .
Al .

appeared-as the doctor of record. ! e > s

- N P

- Meanwhile, even t:kfbugh the condition of the body was known and t:he ¢ : ¢

g

\ .
odor unbearable, hundreds of people came to view the unfortunate girl.
4

It 'was hoped that someone would r,ecognize he\r,'but: for the wost part
- ., ; ] - . .
people came out df simple curiosit:y.8 - ° . . ) v

An undertaker, James F. Boyle, added more evidence when he showed . 0 - .

up at the jail and asked to see Rosenzweig. When he looked at the  _ .

prisoner,”he exclaimed: 'ygs,‘t:hat:'s_the man!" and went on to.make an
< N . — . -~ t.

interesting statement. J . ' . . . .

RS . LN p T

. Rd

{ -
That m’n'caﬁ'z’{into my store and asked hoy; mich it would
tost to bury a woman. He said she was a servant of his who - .
‘had died. 1 asked him for a certificate from ghe doctor, to
‘e get a permit from th‘m.Board rof Health and he said that the .« - - '
doctor wasn't available. Then he left.? . o . i :

. . - -
~ ) - . .

- + N . ‘2 . N
7. "‘The Trunk Mystery," New York Times, 30 August 1871, p. 8. . 7 N

~ . Aye -
8. The New YorR Times cautioned tHat. '"viewing Would be allowéd‘: e R .
—————— 1 -
although decomposit:ion was rapidly progressi’ng, ~aﬂi the remains are.- ) e
beconming dangerous to the ‘hedlth of the hospital’ and vicinit:y Ibid. N
w
“The Trunk Mystery," Philadelphia Inquirég%’x 30 August 1871, B ' T
s . r ‘ g ..

9.

- ’ 2,

»

I

* A .
I4
v - -

4 s

VY N ~




v . \j - . ’ ! e . .
12 A'}qrder, M ischief/ and Mayhem

i ' a

.

»
When confronted with this witness Rosenzweig repliedf "Yes, I wagsh dar,

-

but I just makes fun.

nl0

-

.

Fipally, on August 30, 1871, the ‘iden.tity of the x;xurdered girl was

* ‘uncdvered. She was found to be Miss Alice 'Auguéta Bowlsby, 20 years-

(/old, from Patterson, Rew Jersey. Dr. Theodore Kinne of New Jersey had
4

_Kad le.ft her aunt's hoge in Newark to go to her home in Pattergon by

El .

visited the morgue, examined the remains, and thought he reéo“gnize,d a

scar on the left arm where he had once vaccinated Miss Bowlsby. Dr.

4 e

. N . —y
Kinne left and returned wit‘h Dr. Joseph F. Parker, & dentist, and after
. I

\. ‘f
a fullf'examination, Parkex}id }\e‘recognized his dental work "beyond

G:'h'e. possibility of mistake.” The doctors revealed that Miss Bowlsby
. [}

. :

way of few York.
P

sible the murdered girl- was Alice. She wa's' described as a young girl

‘ v - - .
Still, (friends of Migs Bowlsby claimed it was impos-

"whose  life had never been darkened, and upon whom the breath of gus-

’picion never: fallen."l, They said she.lived in a respectable softiety:

P ) .
and had an "amiable character, élegant mat}neré, and good conversational

-

- .
In hope of ‘turning up clues relevant to this new information,
R §

-

.

~

¢

)

1

-l

Insp‘ector Wal'ling ordered another search of Rosenzweig's houge-~this

4

Ltime he looked for an articlle of clothing or gomething that could have

. > ‘ ~ . .
. belonged to Miss Bowlsby. Nothing was found until police ingpected the
\ st kitchen.“ There, in geveral wash tubs, were clotﬂes the servant girl 5
. . ' N . . >
. e _had been washing, *including a. linen handkérchief ‘which seemed to bear - ., .
- ’ W . Q
’ ’ .'. 7 lettering. When taken back to the stationhouse and p’aced under a " —y
. Ky . - - R it .
& o Y .. 10. 1bid. :
<. Lot N Rt
. R 11. "Trunk Mystery," Philadelphia Inquirer, 1 September 1871, p. 4. -
- N .. " ) R
. v 12, Ibid.’ ‘ v : .
B . A _— - . . . .
< . . “
. . 1 ’ ¢ . . -
' ' P N .o A . I 1
- s N ' B . - :
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v . Dr. ]acob‘Rosenzwexg——AbortiontiM ® 3
. . »

* -
-~
M .
.
-

magnifying glass the officer saw "distinct characters séntencing the
wl3

monster Roeenzweig to the fh}lesc‘penalcy of his crime. For embroi-~

-
~

dered on the haidkerchief was the name "A. A. Bowlébﬁ." .

- <
A further search,of the house produced more incriminating evidence.

the trunk to the ccain depot waS\dnknown.lb When questioned again Paddy

still stuck to his story that someone had shaken hands with-.the uniden-

-

tified womant dccomplice. Anotfier truckman was found who had been on the
"same corner with Pickheit and st;&ed that 2 few minutes after Pickheit

%*lefc for the :ruhk a man approached him and asked if he hadqbeén engaged

M ) % to take & trunk to the‘depoc. He answered(khat Pickheic was the man he

wanted, but he had just gone. Now pblice‘believed that this person was

\'.-l

Qﬁ‘y
o2

O

RiC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Fut

%9

\

‘house

¢

Bowlsby to the ‘abortionist.

~

U

in a carriage.

15 *

.

~—
¢

5
. Y
Z %Ee’z¥sterious "Tripp," and that with a woman accomplice, he had taken
~
o

ow,

' On the morning of September 1, 1871, *a lady drove up to the station-

She was shown to Capcaig Cameron's private room

and they had a long t:alk.16

She proved to be Harriet Williams, the aunt

of Alice Bowlsby. She stated that from what she knew of her niece's

habits Walter F. Conklin was probably the man responsible for Alice 8

- - &

13. %"The Teprible Crime,"‘New York Tiﬁes, 31 August 1871, p. 8.

14. . Inspector Walling, however, boasted he did not nee
and said that sometime wher he "had nathing to do he would 1ldo
“Evil of the Age," New York Times, 1 September 1871 p. 8.

he woman,
for her.”

15, It was later decided that Paddy did not actually see the name
“Tripp” on the van, but rather the woman accomplice mentioned that par-
ticular name. . AN ’

v

16 " Since the case was cld'sed to Inspector Walling's satisfaction,
he left town for a rest and Captain Cameron=%ook.over the case.

- I

- Cards bearing addresses of other patients, papers chac'proved Rosen~ .,
- -
: zweig's identity, and several much used aborgnonist's instruments were ¢
uncovered. But still the identity of the old woman who had tonsigned

v




"misfortune."

.

Conkli had visited her at her aunt's house three days
“ i
onklin was_known to have gone to New York on

.

before her departure.

'Augq§t 26 and returned fthe same night.

the "Tripp" involved in fhe case. Police went immedjately to the sil

B

mill where Walter ConKl worked, but a few hours before newspapers

printed the story and police arrived too late.

-

Thus, suspicion grew that he was

k

Walter Conklin had com-

R ' mitted suicide. - .
- b ¢ .
T , On October-'25, 1871, the cas; of Jacob Rosenzweig came up in court.
. He was charged with mén§laughter by medical malpractice, and even though

LRIC

.

€ courtroom was-

e

full.

was guilty of one of the “highest crimes known to law,"

be’ punished in the state prison for 'seven-years.

. a* loq?eriod of time had elapsed since the incident,

he District Attorney began with the statement t at the prisoner
L]

yet could only

¢

In respon ¢ the defense

offered that "the period had ar:ived when, as’ Ehe prisoner believed,

the

cloud which had rested on his reputatipn would bé cleared away . . . -
~

when, in the tEmple of justice, away from public clamor, he would be

~

\

declared not guilty."17

v

\

The emotiénal trial lasted only a few days.

4
District Aétqrney

Garvin described the situation as that of a young girl

"ruined and be-

N ]

\xrayed d child of misfortune, she was strickep down 5§th the chought

. that every day brought -her nearer to disgrace. .

N\

[} Iy

7\1"18

When'Rospnzweig
.

. -
took the stand he denied participation in any abo;tioﬂ, and though eight

witnesses testified favorably in regard to his'character, the case made

N -

’

28 October 1871, p.'l.

17. "The Trunk Mystery," New York Times,
. - -

~, 18. "The Trunk Mystery," New York Times, 29 October 1871, p. 1.
. ': . . )
\ i ‘ °
. " .,
) v «
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e remained

J‘by the prosecution was too strong. 19
»

. after only one hour and fifty minutesrof deliberation, found Jacob

Rosenzweig guiaty of causing the death of Alice A.:?Uwiéby and sentenced .

) him to seven years imprisonment with/hard .labor. '
- . .

Yet even with gosenzweig s conviction many unanswered questions

.

(
Whd was the unnamed woman assistant?

v .

Was Walter Qonkli the
fathegpof the unborn child, or did he simply introduce Alice to th
. abortfqhist° Probably no one will ever know the real truth about t is

incident, but it is hypothesized by the author of this paper that Halter

Conklin Was\yhe man who fathered Alice's unborn child. Because bein

pregnant'andaunmarried was such a stigma in those days, something had
.V N

to_be dome about the baby. Conklin must have read Rosenzweig's adver
)

~tisement'in the paperland gone to New York.to look into the matter. H

ggd no intention of getting Alice killed, but simply paid Rosenzwefg to A

X X

. perform the abortion. Alice then went to New York.ywith Conklin posing

as "Mr. and. Mrs. Tripp." Then when the ‘girl died
zweig arranged for the body to be transported to Chiltago for disposal in

some way. When Conklin learned in the papers that he had been uncovered”

he killed h::mself. ’ g\»,,

Because of this case the District Attorney went before the New

York 1egislature to have death by abortion changed to murder rather than

manslaughter. Arguing that the "crime strikes at the root of-all

‘.

civilized society," he succeeded in conyincing theclegislature to

s

. et
extend the penalty to twenty years——and inadvertenikf}this allowed ,
. . ?

pr P g A~

-

- 19. To refute the character witnegses, Garvin brought out’ that

’ Rosenzweig had been a saloon keeper until he purchased a $40 diplom&
from a school in Philadelphia to "pursye his mufderous calling.’
"Rosenzweig's Medical Diploma,” New York Times,~5 September 1871, p. 3.

On Octodber 2&, 1871, the jury, .

[

ERIC
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Jreleased. 20 . . . .

—~— ~ . e
, other girls, the laws came too late to protect them from men who were :
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| v P -~
P .
I ~ . \ : * A » - ¥
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¢t 2 .
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v 4 . . . . : - 20 ’ ‘ .
Ros'enzileig to go free. In February, 187{} Rose’nzweig wés grant:ed a ney

.u.‘

t:rial becLuse the law now made his '§ent:ence quaﬁtionab],e. The presiding. -
gl
judge then ruled that his case “could nor be t:ried under t:he new law and
N .,
S0, two years :&ter t:he crime, the murderer of Alige ﬁugust:a Bowlsby ‘was ,
. s

’ o .

. »
- . [y P n .

Alice Bowlsby was not the fi’rst woman to die ,1n this horrible!man-

1
.

ner, and perhaps her death did lit:tlé to diminish this illegal practice

N >

in her day. Many men 1ike Ros nzweig performed simﬁar 'services" in |

New York, and most. operationg went undiscovered until an innocen"t: victim

i . -
was killed. There was‘an investigation because of the notoriety of this
hd o <

w x - . -~
case, and the-law was changed to extend the penalty for such a crime, °
but one suspects there was 11t:t:{1e ggne‘éal reform. 'i‘oday laws are such
that women can have legal abortions, so legislation has eff&ctively
‘ s .

eliminated this kind of crime. Bit for Alice Bowlsby, and t':buntlg_ss e

. =

\ & ) -

&)‘ 5 ~

Justly described as "insenditive villaigs." . . . ‘

- . o s

. On February 17, 1873, Rosenzweig wrote a letter to the edit:or
af t:he!New YorK Times in which he pleadeq‘for compassion as a "Polander" .
and stated: '"God knows thgt T am not the’man who committed the terrible !
deed /' The edit:or ‘called him a "scOUndrel and a qua& <
A. . t . - ‘. - ~
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"Trunk Myscei'y, The." New York Times, 30 August 1871, p. 8 ¢

»'Trunk Mystery s The .

New York Times, 2 September 1871, p. 8.
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. «The Crzmmal Career of L.aura Fai
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. L, : . ﬁ)' Mark'-S. ‘Daniel'. l
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- ’ * ! A4 ’
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It is an old saying that Ehe female of the species‘is deadlier “
. - ﬂ.ﬂq o * 3
than the male an& ‘such-a maxim 5as.never more true than jﬂ the case of

with her accoxpplish;nent‘s of killing one man, shooting

g . _} Laura E'air.

another, swindling her doctor, and attenrpting to poison thé judge who

cdnvicted her, Mrs. Fair, would certainly seem to qualify as one of- the

-

. most dete.rmined criminals in American history. But in addition she was -

J
appu'blic lecturer on "morals, virtue, and reforﬁz, and was-alternately

defended.rand damned by the papers of the,time. Hers bizarre"‘career" . o
was such that one newspaper editot«, x.\pop hearing she might be ‘Léavidg

her native Californd.a believed that "withploss o} such a shephe;dess .
{that’ state would return] to a second G'ardem of Eden, w_here tlfe peac‘eful )
and pastoral virtues [might] again ‘take roat. . . ."l -
Laura\Fair (hee Hunt) was born in New 0r1eans in 1836, but after

s

¢
her marziage to William Stone the couple "moved to.California.

\

first of four marriages ended in diyorce .when she ch!ged her husband

‘with mental cruelty -and physical abuse. Stone countercharged that his o

-r ‘ .

4

wife ha received "gentlemanly attentions" from a Mr. Grayson, and the |,

fact :hat Laura married Grayson soon ‘after her d}vorc¥ would seem to
< . ,
support this ‘charge. o ST
A -

After a.second divorce Laura married Mr. William Fair, a successful «

W

-

i
.

attorney, who, after only a short time- *blew his brains out"

in San .

.

1.. "Laura D. Fair Delivers a Lecture," New York T‘imes,‘97 January

1873, p. 1. .

. ¢,

» ¢

Y : A3

The .t
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Francisco i 1860. 2

<

we

establishment: in spite of Laura's protestations,..,Mre. Fair shot and

. Later, when Crittenden,-acting on friends

‘Shortl'y ”theréi:ter, “Mrs. Fair moved to Virginia -

City, Nevada, and operated m boarding -hoyse” with éhe help of a male

partner.

"Aftér the partner insisted on,-raising 01d Glory over their,.,

‘. <2 .\
wouftd’ed him.3 1t was at this point: that she' met hen lover/victim the

Honorable A.,,P Crittenden. Crittenden defended he§A cage and won it. -
—f e
Crittenden was the nephew of &he u.s. Senator to Kentuéky and had'
1, !
graduated ‘from West Ppint in’ thbe same’ c1a§s- as Generals Beauregard and
¢

Sherman in 1835.4 As a, junior paYtner rﬁl the firm of Wilson and Crit-

tenden, he.bec:-h?é proqperous‘ma result: of t?e firm s specialization

q-
in land deals. The couple's ré‘mance was only briefly‘ interrupceM‘hJen

-~ .

Laux'a mar‘ried 4.man name,d Snyder, whom she rapidly 1e’ft, without legal 3+
. .-
process, after she aéé’usethim og aduZI.tery.5 free of Snyder, Hrs. Fair
became Crittenden s misttess and mage no dttempt ‘to conceal that: fact. ’ v
re by / advice,utried to g'nd the: - '

.

¥ —

affair, Laur® threatentd to kill rseif andedeveral times a&temard,'

. -

‘the lawyer *had to dissuade her /ffrom rash action.6

\ ?
On the evening oSaNovember 3, 1870 "Crittenden met his family, who

N .o

14

>,

e

had just returned .from a trip, anc(hoarded the-fe ry El Cagitan to cross

‘San Francisco Baxlto go home.

v

A Tew minutes afte

.

the boat stavted out

“

4 ’ e . v’ PR . .
a veiled wo‘man dregsedyin black appraocheg thecseéted Crittenden, - e
¢ - o A .

o &

- . .f s
2.. "Fair—Crit;enden 'I‘ragedy," New York Times, 8 Apr,il 1871, 9. 6.

Ve
{ Q c“ v ’ A -~

. Mrs. Fair vas an ardent Southern Sympathizer. .

Ibid. T :,‘“
A ) 1 e ' o ‘
5. "A Murderes%on the Witness Stand ' Philadelihia Inquiner,
7 April 1871, p. 1. . . R

-~ L] ¢

6. "Fair-Qrittend.'an TragEd'y,"";ij.

v
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RE T levelled a pistol at ‘the lawye'r and shot him in the chest--all without ‘" .
o . L) v
’ -t saying a word.’ . - . ’ i ) ot \ ¢

.

- b Captain Kentzal'of the Harbor Police happened to bé on board and

. ~ . - @ N
L <. was simmoned to the scene.” With a ascription of the womgn, Kentzal,
1 L
e accompanied by Parker Crittenden, went off on the trail of the a@ck,er.8
. . . , . .
@ ' While the two were searching, Crittenden's wife and daughter made the ) . Lo

comatose l‘awyer more comfortable by placing, his head in his wife's lap

and giving himlbr\a.nsly through’his. clenched teeth. After only}a few B

minutes of search , Kentzal and Parker found c}:e veiled woman .in one ' .
of the ferry's cabins} When the -younger érit;enden ide;cified her as

. \ .

his father's assaultress, the woman averred: "% did sho,ot him;" and ’

.added, "I meant to kill hip. n? ~ . e

. { s When the boat docked, Captain Kentzal and the fmthorit:l,es took the .

woman, now forma.lly identified as Mrs. Laura D. .Fair, to the San Fran- 2 "

‘

. ¢ 4 ‘ “ -

Y

cisco stationhouse where she exhibited odd’ mannerismss; supposedly to -

o feign insanity. At first, the symptoms were ignored; howe'vg;_l when Mrs.’ T . "
' . 2

Fair appeared on the verge of doifig herself harm, "4’ physician was;, * h i T,

o cal]\.ed and an opiarge administered. . . . It waj given to her in a _

» o
glass, anq&‘she committed che unladylike act of biting a pfece out of the

LS‘" ) .

tumbler.” While under the influence of the heavy dosage, Mrs. Fair

répeatedly called Crittenden's name--"as 1f to call him to her side. o1l L "
3.

. - - A .
. “ T - ° - . . . ANy
. ' . 7. Another source‘had her shouting, "You have ruined me. and my

'ighud.." o'The Fair-Crit{enden Tragedy," New YorF Times, 8'@1:‘11 1871, |~ -

’ . . ']

, > . 8. Parker Crittenden was A. P. Crittenden's son. -
}ﬁ;ﬁ‘ . ) ' . - " - .
':aﬁ@” 9. "The San Francisco Tragedy," New Yprk Times, 13 November 1§70,
Coe g o -y A . -
M A 10. "San Francisco Tragedy,"” p. 3. - .-

-~ [ .

: ¢ :
1., "The Fair-Crittenden Tragedy,” New York Times, 8 April 1871, ‘ ) Q
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-phia Inquirer, 5 November 1870, .p. 1.-

*

-

* A. P. Crittenden was taken to his house -and "lingered in great )

‘\ v e

agony" for three days, but °¥ November® 6, 1870 he died from the wound
in his right lung. 12- ~¥ : ) \

3

- At, her trial Laura Fair d 1ared herself ran ardent advocate of

free love.13 Stating her marriage to Snyder to be invalid, because
v ¢ 19

therka was no love between them, %aOra then swone she was Crittenden s

"true wife in the sight_of God" because their love "transcended legal

documentatisn. 14 .. * ) . .

»

.

. - K
Py 4

L}
In rebuttal, the prosecution introduced "evidente, showing her-

i .

chara ter to be notoriously bad before she met Crittendénn . +-s Over .
one hu dred 1etCers [of correspondence] were aigiishea . .+ . many others
/

. f . unfit for public tion.' }5
f .

,Other testimony ' proved that she had’

stated some time beforg the murder that he [Crittenden] shouid die. "16 17
>
After all the evidenc wa in, the jury made its decision on April 26,

g -
187&--guilty as charged of murder in the first degree. .
3 [ I
" Laura Fair_ remained in the public eye, in Ehe days spanning her
$

conviction and her June 3 sentencing, as rumors of her su!cide were

o
i -

mingled with a report o ’her,bilking her physician oyt ofv$2100 in
* 'Y .

~
. ' y .
12. '"Treasure Shipments--Murders--Movemengs of Vea;els," Philadel-

s
-

. * 13. “'Murderess on thn Withess Stand,{ p. 1. . ~ y h
» e : 8
, 14. Ibid. . ’ _—
‘ k4 N ,‘ \" < ~ T3
- 15. "“The Crittenden- Murder Trial," Philadelphia Inquirer, 13 April )
L 1871, p. 1. . s :
. * -J
° 16. "The Tria1~of Mrs. Fair," Philadel hia Inquirer, 30 Harch 1
1871, p. 1. : ,
v 17. Mys. Fair did.more than threaten; Bhe had shot at him two 3
- years before but had missed. ("S.P. Tragedy," p. 1.) ° -
7 N / - 3
3 - [ . .
e M N \ Q o
: | \ o\ L .
r';‘\' ' ' 5 "
N . . . .
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S fees. 12 4 pr. Trasks atteppted to seize Liura's assets but.it was .

v

discovered her mother had previously Yithdrawn the funds.20 A few‘days

begore her sentence, a Chicago Tribune répbrt:er gained accees tv the

-

A

murderess and interviewed her in her cell. When he bluntly asked hér \
i - Vet . . . ) .
prveference between }ife imprisonment and being hanged, Mrs. Fair bitter-

1y -swore “"for her daughter’'s sake, she would rather die, that the girl

might 'go away and the stain after a while, would be forgotten."'21 - On
June'3, 1871, Judge Dwinell sentegced~Mrs. Fair to be hanged on‘'July 28‘

[ , . , [ .
“of that’year. Thé murderess took the news calmly, while a group of

*

v

~

.
’

-\

'femini.sts'in the gallery protested the punishment

and comforted Mrs,
v " . -
) . L]

Fair's mot:her:.22 ,
v ' e

But this sentence did not stick, however, for the state supreme

court granted her a new trial on the basis of thelviolation of her right‘:e;

. ? 13
in ‘the proceediﬁgs.23 On September 26, 1872, 'almost two yeafs after the .
RN .

: . . e .
crime, Mrs. Fair received a retrial. Both counsels_-’_\fi%_\ally re-enacted
’ \ . o -
the first trial and introduced no new eC.dence wﬁatsoevénQ"'Aft’er both’

X AN N ; .o .
sides peiterated their cages, the jury retired to their chambers. The-_ . :

- . : .

18.. "Railway constructfon--the Murderess--etc.”" Philadelphia -

Inquirer, 29 April 1871, p. 4. e l .
L . &

New York Times, 17 May 1871, p. 1.

. . &
19. *"Telegraphic Brevities,"

¢

20. Later, Mrs. Fair was Jjn tuyn cheat';ed by hef' own, mother, wlio;
deposited the money in her own accouflt and refused to return it to_.‘:her s
daughter. ("Mrs. Fair Files Sait qgain's't Her Mother," New York Times,

23 January 1872, p. 2.) L A : - c.
® o “

21. "Putting Pr@oners to the Torture," Editorial. s New York
Times, 17 September 18717 p. 4. b4 : ’

* 22. "Mrs. Laure Ds Fair Sentenced to Be Hanged," New York Times,
4 June 1871, p. 1. / T -~ = '

23. Mrs. Fair's attorney was sqmehow not permitted to make a ’ . ]
closing statement, and evidence.had been allowed of her "former bad -
character for chastity." ("New Trial for Mrs.-.Fair," New York Times,

6 February 1872,°p. 1. . g AN

O
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next day, when the jury requested addittonal guidance on' what consti- .

L % % e -
t:ut:ed’pro\f of insanity, "the court inst:ruct:ed them t:hat unless the
. L -
evidence int:roduced for the putpose of showing insanity [was] m&ficient

t:o_overcome“the presumptien of sanity, it [was] not:.sufficient."z-l‘
At 9 a.m. on September 30, after sixty hours of delibgration, -the’

A

jury awérd

Q , *

v
fainted. /. ' Lo

-

Public reaction to

f

. s"
C - he

the

¢

°
- .

’

"

L

. . L
a verdict of acquittal to the” defendant,” who promptly

ext:raordinary verdict: of acquittal" was

(N
-
~

.

f

immediate and blustery.
. Fad
. The verdict excites no sutprise,-on -account of the
inferior character of the jury, t:he ‘mémbers of which were b“
‘ selected . . . from among men_ S0 ignorant: as not to\know
= epough about this ngtorious case to have formed any gpdnion @ . -

favorable or unfavorable to t:he prisoner

N
\\ Another writer fumed:

»

.

"Such a \ﬁerdiqt: could have.no bther inter<

.

pret:at:ion but: this, t:hat in Califérnia adult:ery is po crime, and thatg

\ - 7, .v"26 ~1n‘
the_samé vein, an editorial

wantan 1is juggtifigd in. t:aking the, lifea of her ac:cﬁmplic%e. o
. . <
&&tled "Balking Jus;ice" (New York Times, °
- . ~ .

Dct:ober‘ 1, 1872,*%p. 1.) abrasivély astigated the rs‘_yst:em gf, justice' for

its complacency in allowing dtself t}j bg ‘used to deg.ayfsent:ence‘and_ .

&¥a .
The author coniemned the
.

-

N e
.procure public exposure for: people involved-
. °? e ‘ . - s

preme Court for allowing a ret:ria’l‘:on no new evidence and

[
,Judicial figures 1n gen

-

. wavering, wit:hout: digni

eral by calling a11'"

erate

P

judges nowa,da?s ... weak

-San Francisco voiced it:s

/‘J

2

-
=

24.

yhouu authority.'
4 .
opinion wi-ch t:his~decla tion: "The press offiis cit:y and st:ate :

.,

"The Laura Fair Triab;Jury Out:," Philadelphia Inquirer, 30 ’t ‘
. P

-

®

25.

September ABT2, Pnj

""Irs.

. ’ . L}

air Ac ui ted-~the California Jury Syst:em." New York
q few IowX .

L

r

< 4

26.

. A
%Times, 1 October 1872, p. 1,
‘ :"7';,

"Case of

November 1872, p.

.

%uj D. Fair," Edito’rial 'Philaduhia Inquirel‘ 28 p
4,

e
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denourice the, verdict in the Fair case as a mockery of justice.”
~ s

Still anot:her_Califqrnian commentator sarcastically "congratulated [San

Francisco] on the vindication of law, morality, and decency in the re-

. sult of the trial."28 ’ '-

M e v N . )

Again, as after her ¢onviction, Laura r'efused' t:d'\keé’p out of the

“

-
. .
. -

limelight; instead, she embarked on a post-trial éscapade neariy rival- .

. < '&ﬁ‘;g,ing her pre-murde'r days in news content. Adjudged innocent of -her

L . (\"crime," Mrs. Fdir undertook to recover her property: a Sharps four- : ‘ \___

h,,a}'relied pistol found at the scere of the Crittenden sla'ying. For some
! - . * reason the police refused td return the j.t:em.z9 One of Mrs. Fair's con- . : . L
temporarigs acidly remarked: "A California jur} has just given her free .

licetlse to slay 'wh'omsoever she listeth, and now the California police, .

. Seek to thwart her in the exercise of' this gentle prerogative by with- R ¢

holding the means of enfo_rcing j.t:."30

A . .. . F) - ’

. At this point Mrs. Fair decided to take up a more conventional form

. of notoriety and announced 'she. would give a public léct:’ure entitled

. — R

- "Wolves in the Fold." But shortly before she was to.leave for the .
el .

p - lecture hall, a crowd gatﬁered around herr residence and tgried to storm

the house., Mrs. Fair's requests for a police escort were ‘refused by the . N

police chief and a small group of friends attended Laura in an upstairs

] ' ' ‘
room during the commotion, until, after two hours of catcalls -and j'eers, . *
o 3 - - - = M . -
. . . / . . & o
- . ) 27. "Opinions on the Fair Case,*?hiladelplﬂ.;a#r, 2 October . P
. - 1872, p. 1,
- - . N . "‘ A ’ -
- T 28. 'The Acquittal 6f Mrs. Fair,"” New Yor{ Times, ‘1 October 1872, . ¢
. ‘ P ba . T . bl .
29, :'Mté. Fair Demands Return of Pistol," New York Times, 14 ) R
o November 1872, p. 4. - R .
Co 30. Ibid. : e . /%’
HE L ~ . ' ,
. * ° Y
- 'y . - a . |
. . ) — S I .
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the.crowd dispersed.31 Once again,'.the press had a field day, substi- °

3 B [

’

.tuting vit:riol for ink in their pens:

The tumult at San Francisco which was sufficient to
prevent the notorious laura D. Fair from delivering a
lecture upon a subject chosen by herself, may be lodked = *
upon as a protest against defects in thé admini'stration
_ of criminal law. - . . _If the mob in San Francisco desires
justly to testify its feelings against t:he persons who are
. responsible in this affair, it_ghould go beyond Jesabel
{sic], who has profited by 1¢.32

Not until January 26 did Laura Fair fulfill her desire to speak.

)

* Because of the inavailability of’ a lecture hall, Laura rented a.Satra-

mento bar, and when she discovered her admission cost kept her audience

’

away she opened, the lecture to free admissiqn and soon had a full

house. >3 « " ' .

Soon after her debut as a speaker; a waiter named "Frank" implicated
her i@;ﬁt to poison Judge Dwine11.34 s Fair

attémpted to persuade him to ‘a&d poison to the‘milk car om the jud'é?"‘s‘—"

The man claime

. N -

l/borch>and reveg}ed the plot was devised-before her i:et:r::l.al.35 -
£y < . *
- 9n a lower level of revenge Laura proceeded to take out the frustra-
tions built up’by the trial press on a "luckless charicaturist”--George

Thistleton--who: had drawn unflattering sketche$ of her during ‘the

0
PR 4

31. "Mrs. Fair--Not Allowed to’ Lect:ure,:" New York Times, 22
November 1872, p. 1. . to. .
32. '"Case of Lam{ra D. Fair," p, 4. ) ' ’
33. "Laura D. Fair Delivers a Leot:ure," New York Times; 27 January
}873, p. 1. . \ o "e:;.~. N
g - -
34, "Plot Discovered to.Pgison the Judge Who_Convict:eq Her," New

York Times, 23 November 1872, p. 8. ¢

R .
, * 35.. The plot was latef written off as the machinations of the -
h waiter, who was thought to be insane. . .
« . ,
. B . . - —
v ? *
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. 2 .

proceedings.36 Though the press Yhrew their support behind the artist

° and "favored her with an almost unanimous suggestion that she be hung

[sic), she took no notice of it. . ."37 .7

The ﬁinal entry in the tragicomic saga of Layra Fair w é(a wry v

-

comnent on the consistency of the lady's moral fibre. The*author of an -,

editorial sharply chastised Mrs: Fair s "Hard-hearted attorney" for

actually trying to collect his fees, which the lady refused to pay.38 .
~ ’ N ‘. A >

[N

The "unredsonable wretch" went so far as to force the "persecuted and -

exasperated” Mrs. Fair into a court suit to get the $2900 in question;
having succeeded at that, he then burdened her with court costs.39. To
add‘to Mrs. Fair's woes, a second member of her-defense team began to'\
" threaten to sue for\his fees. The author concluded by stating he would

not be shocked if she "either sﬁot her tormentors or deprived California -
‘ . - M

of the honor of her residence."AP o S

.

In retrospect there should be no.doubt about Laura Fair's guilt; N

. B ) . N
* the verdict of her .first trial was accurate. The only disputable area
< . P
was the defendant's mental condition—-was Laura Fair a psychopathid .

killer or did she escape the gallows by merely pretending to be insane’

2 .

Mrs., Fair s behavior prior to the murder would give weight to the
.argument that the lady was not in control of hergelf. The circumstances

of her first divorce were tangle& with charges and countercharges; was*
v N .

William Stone the ogre Laura made him out tb be, or wefe his cruelties

\ - 4

36. "Mrs. Fair Institutes a Libel Suit," New York iimes, 6 January -
1873, p. 4. . . .
. \ -
37. "Minor Topics,”" New York Times, 6 Jenuafy 1873, p. 1.
. . | .
38. '"Minor Topics," New York Times, 23 June 1873, p. 4. -

39. Ibid. - o ‘

40. Ibid. v
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mere figments of fagtasy? The rapid changeoyer in her marriage partner
.1 -would seem to indicate a character disorder preventing her from)main-

taining a close relationship wit:h one person for any length of t:ime. 4

1

< '

Another’ view mig&ﬁ)e that Mrs. Fair s behavior resulted from a .

+ lack of maturity. The nfantile determination to have things go her

. ’

b4 - ' L4 - -
way could provoke her to_violence when conflicts arose. An example of -
. -

v

'

this was the Virginia City incidenc, wh%ch re\y.\lt:ed from a petty
- » t
argumen’c‘ ’

9 [
- Ldura's compulsion for tevenge was an important factor in her:

.

career, the actions agaimst a phot:ographer, a neéyspaper ca.rt:oonist:, her

In Crit:t:en~

business‘ partner, Judge Dwinell, and her lover prove it.
- M Pl

den's case, motive was ample:‘ loss of his love,‘ loss of his money,

i
\anger./Lovera hoaving been§ used and discarded as®well 4s anger toward the
woman "JhO had taken away her, iover. Coupled wit:h Mrs. Fair s mentil
state, ‘these reasons might have been enough to set off her ngrderous ’
i'.nst:inc;:s. ) s . v

<

[

In the "cat:egor_y’of generally-bizarre behaviop, the facts again
point to Laura's basic instability. ;ir”st:,_ she shot Crittenden in
public, in.frqnt: of his family and any other witnesses present; then,

. . N

~

onde in gustody, she made no attempt to deny the Zccusation’of her cpime
A b )

but proclaimed her desiré to kill him instead.

During her’ trial, her’
t:est:imony of her affiliation with free love ideayls did little to dis\suade
he abﬁurdity of the woman sermon-—

If ,Crittenden’'s

t:he.;public from judging her Insane.

izing abdut "Wolv’e,s in t“her.Fold" speaks for itself.

Y.

~

;murdetess was sane, At:he' only possible gconclusion would be Laura Fair was

. - . e,

utterly ruthless, uWatever means necessary to succeed, *including
-0 1 . N

»

murder and a convincing and ext:‘rengely prot:ract:ed mime of madness.

DY
-

H
-
~

—— ™
3

4
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SR {_  THE.BANNOCK INDIAN WAR . -0 )

s ‘ s ‘ ) 4

- - . .
. Perhaps the longést-running conflict in the history of the United

States was betwéen the American Indian and the white man.

existed when the first colopies were esﬁgblished in Vi&ginia and New

The problem -

1 a

England and. contihued to confront the nation untiﬁ the twentieth cen-
tury. . But the conflict reached a climax during the twenty—year perlod .

following the American Civil War, culminéting in a geries of wars in

“

which the Indian way of life was destroyed forever. The Bannock War,

-

fought in areas of Soythern Idaho, Edstern Qrégon, and Western Montana »
»during the spring and summer of }878, was small when compared with

other Indian wars of the same deca&e such as the Nez Percé ﬁar,

1 but it
fadequaiely portrayed the h0pe1essne§§ of the Indian struggle. Tt was

a typical Indian war, fought in a typﬁcal fashion, with an all too ST

typical conclusion--the forced acceptance of the reality of reservation

- -

life by the Tndians. . . . K

Ve

. 4
, The Bannock War came as no great shock to the Northwest, for events

- leading up tohiq,gave a clear indication of what was to follow, and the\\

v
specific causes of the conflict only ignited violence that had been .

. ey .

dormant there for some time.* The relentless attack of white civiliza-

. »
-~ tion in the 1870s took the Indian's lagt vestige of homeldnd and left -
* e ) » , _l
him withoGt any place to run.2 A newspaper editorial at the tfme summed
.
o a v . ‘ - ‘.' X Q
1. The Nez Percé War, took place in the 'same general area during

1877 ,but was gomewhat greater in scale.

+

. 2. "The Indians of the Nbrth—west,",aditorial New York Tﬁmes, 12
July 1878 p. 4. -

Yo
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\

up the position as "the 'irrepressible conflict' betwben their [the
Indians'] roving mode of life and the demands for~strictly prescribed

bounds made by civilization leadimng-to a f’inal struggle in that regio?\

{the Northwest], before the rgd race, hopelessly worsted [sic], sinks
"(\

beneath the power of “the white."> General Sherman summed up the situa-

tion in a fiercer context: "Theré is no help for it; the Indians must
s . ..
conform or be driven, like the Nez Percég, far away to the buffalo -

.
region or, if they préfer it, to &heir ppy hunting groun‘d.““ The war

—_—

was indéed no surprise for many whites in Oregon who, as evidenced by

-~ -

® N <
this statement by Agent Rooke of the Klamath Indiaq"e'Agency, eagerly

avaited an Indian confrontatibn: ¥'There seems to be a determination on

L 4 . -
the part of many white people to have war here, cause or no\cause."5 ¥

PR, - - - .

3 N R .
This then was the general sjtuation the Indians of the Northwest faced

td . & F
nature began to appear. ,

-

in the fall andlinter of 1877,.3hen other problems of’a more gp‘ecific ’
Al
L]

At this time the Bannock Indians oft Idapo were confimed and depen-

den‘\t upon the éovernment éor food and clothing.* Reduceg to ‘a tribe of

s;.x hundred,6 they were not allowed to send out lifQ\ting parties and 'had

t-o redy-upon 'their agent for sgpplies, whi\.ch were tptal:ly inadequat%! '

The Bannocks received four pounds oflt'ueat per week per man as compared
. .

with the norpal ration of fourteen pounds per, week per man given most

+ ~

BN .

3. ™The Indians of the North-west," p. &.

-

4. Ibid. ~ " . ) g

¢

3.
6.

""Grievances of

the Indians,’ New York Times, 11 July 1878, p. 5.

The Bannock Indians h;d tribes living in various areas of the

Northwest, sbme as far south as Wyoming.

Ethnically, they are distant

relatiyes of the Sioux and were known for their fierceness as fighters.
. A .

€

4

N
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' . Yo . . P 2 Y ’
] other tribes at this t;me' One newspaper artitle placed the blame -
. ‘.. . .

s upén the agent,’ claiming “they [the Bannocks] héVe bepn provoked to

hostilities by the lies, frauds, and outrages K;acticed on them by ,

N .

their Agent, Reinhartgﬁﬁﬂe made then work, éémised them4pay, and re-

and lied to

m~

fused to keep his prqmises.
n8

He starved then, abused then, "
LY
then."

.

agent to be an honest man and cited "insufficient appropriatiohs as the
. } r'd N

. reasom for a lack of supplies'.9 When- the Indian Bureau came under fire

. for the lack of funds, the blame wagppassed to Conggggagl This appears

to be the true source of the appropriation Qeficiency,\for orily four-and-=

[y

a-half cents was allocated~per Indian pEr_day.10

Y

¢

Other tribes, such as

the Shoshones, .fgced similar circumstances which eMentually led them to
join the Bannodks when hostilities broke out. General Croqk a-defen-

dent of the Indians, after naming 'a geuenaI complaint ofna want of -

. supplies" as the.cause of the . war was asked 1f it was not _hard fopr the

.

-'soldiers to go out and face the tBreat of death 1
&

?

Keeping in mind. the

T -
hunger of the Indians he replied: "That is not the hardest thing. A

inc°the right‘"12

v o« ‘ >

. R. 1.. .

v

Added’to their hunger was

3

¥

¢

e Bannockg® distrust of

P

o . harder thing is to be forced to kill-the Ianans when they are cleafly

"Bannock and Shosgone Indians," New York Times, 29 April 187é,
. . e s .

' 8. "The Provocations. to the Indians,' New York Times, 29 April
1878, p. 1% . -,
. . ¢ ¢ -
9. "Bannock and Shoshone Indians," p. J. i .

- N . o
imes, 25 June 1878, p. 1.

< 10. ’"Congressional Lapses," New Yo
[ a1. q;"Gen. Ctook on the Bannqck
T 1878, p. 5. .

But General Crook, after visiting the,Indian camp, reported the "

> P n‘.ﬁ“
.
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white treaties and policies, agch as the aﬁrement sj.gned in 1869 3
The combination of all of"cheSe "troubles’/pushed ke Bannock Indians to .
L) v

. . “ ~ . - '
war', s ) s = T .
N Lo - . - . «oc

The events which actualJ.y precipitated war “weres i:he murders of two

,

- white men -in” August, 1877, and..the' Rilling of a'mah named Alex Rhode_n ‘in .

The Indian

November, 18\(7 by Bannock Indians near Fort Hall, tIdaho.
\ b ‘
involved in the first set of murders was/h:nded over o whiteaauthori—-.
ties, but\ the circumstances surrt;unding ‘the later murder were not clear.
’
Tv;ecps, under the command of Colonel John“s. Srn,ith., were sen tq_ . .
' s t‘o&'"

Fort Hall o expédite the situation. Sﬁith'brdered the Banno

release the Indian accused of murder, but they refused to do- s# On

January 9 of the following year, a "heavy military force

* e ‘s v

surr"bun‘ded the N

Bannock camp on the Snake Rivér and éucceeded in forcing the'surrender
L) .
No acts of violence were .'m_volved, but weapons .

. - . . o .

of the accused murderer.

and/horses belonging to the Indians were confiscated. ‘This weak sign of
N . e e

resistance caused many people 'to suspect an \11)1::5.Oing° in the spring, as
) » .
X e 7 © - -

the Bannocks;were cons‘ﬂiered "'well armed, well mounted, and insolent."14
G- 4 . < / ‘

-

In late May of 1878,."hostflities"_#bé‘gan in earnest'ghe'nrﬁ'tlro w\hite’

settlers were att'aclted and wéunded by a ban@*o:f Ba;lnoclt Indians. Soon ; ‘

after, this group of two hundred warrioys hade camp near the Camas Prai-~

&r‘ie in Southern Idaho, “and’ informed .the whites that they would be killed

if they-did not feave the area. ‘l‘his garty was comnanded by Buffalo
L4

Hérn, a well- known Bannock\leader.

- hd 4

=
5
- - .

- 13.
vationm in Southern Idaho.

in Idaho should also be placed there.

nocks o
* ~ P * r,

o+
{Ironically, the Indians were supplied

In 1869 the .Bannotks signed a,treaty which.gave them the reser~
This land was to be for-the Bannock tribe
only, but later, the Government decided that thé& various '

K

.

7

s 1,

ng Indi
“This VeM‘ange ed the Ban-

c . . .

. N
< - -

14.
1877, p. 1.
P 4 .

"Indian {)isturbances Apprehended " New York Times,, 25 December

.
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- * with weapons and ammunition which they had bodght two weeks previously,

' in Boise City, by permission.of Governor Braymen who termed them "good

dians." ;. The citizens of “Boise derfounced Braymen "for his many offenses
- "against the peace and safety of tHe country" and demanded action.15 (He

i
\

was §oon' replaced by John P. Hoyt as governor, of” Ideho.) ‘Meanwhile,

i
:
f I seventy—~five cavalrymen weré& sent to the area to offer protection to the

remaining settlers. '

Throughout early June there were scattered, reports of raids and mur-

"A serious and extensive outbreak on the part of

. ~

-1 : the redskins, imperiling lives, property, and endangering the mail service

ders by the Bannocks.

- [wad] :)ant:Lc:ipated."]'6 The Bannocks forced the Shoshone Indians off the

o
. .

< Duck Valley, Reservation and many of the Shoshones, along with some Weisers

- and 1’:lutes,]'7 joined the "hostiles." Aparty of Bannocks was reported near,

Silver City, and soldiers began to escort settlers fleeing to Nevada. The

"Indian arhy" tonti\ed to grow and soon nimbered about 800 warriors.

J They attacked trains, stage coaches, and ranches, destroyed stations and

-

houses; and stolg cattle -Qhe U.S. Army was able to do little.more than
™
watch, while waiting for reinforcements to reach the area. ﬁ) 7

< o . Both the Indians and army troops began é)ncentrating their forces
) N -

The Bannocks continued to raid ranches amd small towns

?

while army reinforcements slowly arrived.l\;8
¥

in mid June.
During.this period of re-

aneral Oliver 0. Howard

grouping an interesting episode took place.

15. "The Murdering-Indians,“ New York Timeiyune 1878, p+, 2.

6.
4 . — 17. Many of the Piutes wkere forced to join the»Bannbck‘s. .
o

18.
in Wisconsin,
to keep strong forces—in the area, thereby reducing the number

forcements sent to Idaho.
< - = .
- . € - < ~ &

"Sitting Bull's Allies," New York Tises, 3 June 1878, p. 1.

~

In mid June there were rumors of a threatened Indian uprising

Though never fulfilled, these rumors forcéd the U.S. Army
of rein- |

/

- ——
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. anticipated to travel.

_"deserving of high_commépdaﬁion for the gallant 3ﬂ77§ashing‘manner in

) r
s &

sent Sarah Winnemucca, daughter of the PXites’ head chief, ifto” the

hostile camp to determine whether the Pifles were being held captive or

were actualfy part of the Bannock war pa¥ty.. She disguised herself and

sneaked,into the camp and returned the night of June 16. She.reported °
N . . v

thatiyhile‘some Pijutes had joined the Bannocks voluntarily, most of them

were being held there by-force. She<also reported that there were Nez

-

Percés in the enemy camp and that Buffalo Horm had been killed, although
) 19

-

this last statement proved to be false.
Al

In late June the Indians began to head westward toward Oregon, and

Detachments of soidieQS'

-

took up positions in Idaho and’ Oregon along the path the "savages" were
< .

were closely pursued by General Howard's troops.

The resulting style of warfare was compared to a

"running of the gauntlet" by the Indians thfough various army units.zo

This “chase" of the hostile Indiaps by General Howard was to last until.

- .

the end of the war:~ On June 23, Y.S. ttroops staged a surprise attack

upon the Bannocks on Gurry Creek, about” 60 miles from Canon City. ‘Under

' Y. 2
the command of Captain Reuben F. Bernard, the soldders. forced the Ind:j.atllso s
to fall back into "the Steiﬁ Mountains, after‘wﬁiéh they started to move \\
northeastwagdf21

v

found near the mountains and promptly captured by the t}oops, who then

A camp "composed of squaws, children, and elderly" was

coﬂlinued the chase, General Howard praised the soldiégs involved as

)
- «

19. Buffalo Horn was killed in a later skirmish. -

.

Wt
/" 20. "Close of the Bannock Campaign," Editorials New York Times, 19

Séptember 1878, p. 4. - -

. . (2 . /
.. 21. In eome accounts Bernard helds the rank of Captgin, in others :
Major, and in still others Colonel. Since the rank of Captain appears °

more often in official communiques, it" will be presumed to be the proper
one. \

.

~

ca
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which they inaugurated the campaigq a .

As the Bannocks and their allies moved ‘through Oregon they’ were
N\
joined by more Indian forces, and GJ)@rnor Chadwick of'Oreg'on made a .

call for."arms and men" to:proteét settlers living in Johft Dpy Valley.
On July 6, l878,’another enéegemenr took plage‘and the In&ians smashed
a detachment of volunteers led by Captain Sperry at Willow Springs.

5fter the battle~;hp Indians made for the Columbia River. An advanced
group reached the river but were attacked by a 3unb§3t and their camp

€, .
was demolished. The following day General Howard caught the "renegadée“
in the Bald Corryel Mountains and dealt them a serious defeat. The
Indians scatEEred into the forests and once again attempted to .cross the

Columbia River, where they were promptly defeated once more by thé gu&?

boat commanded by Captain John A. Kress. The Indians then headed north

toward the Umatilla Reservation, in hope of persuading the Umatillas to
) R e . .

join them. On July{8, Howard's troops continyed the pursuit of the

"hostiles." . ) o

-

.The Bannocks, having reached the reservation and Pailing to gain
SO
the support of the  Umatillas, were attacked at Cayuse Station near
~
Pendleton, Oregon, by units under the command ,of "Captain Evan Miles.

The "infamous savages" were soundly beaten once more-and fled into the
i i . A

forests and mountains. On July 18, U.S. Cavalry forces, aloﬂg with somé

Umatilla Indians, found the enemy'camp and easily~destroyed it. The

"hostiles," finding’army troops almost everywhere they turned, began to

break into small groaps and tried to ®outrun the ever-pursuing soldiers

of General Howard. The Bannocks apé-Ptidtes finally Separated company,
* %

~

and the small bands of Bannocks lieaded back- toward Idaho: Upon t%eir

22. "The Subdued Bannocks," New York Times, 5 November 1878, p. 2.

»
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return to Idaho, the Indians staged raids thro'ughout the Camas Prairie,

" and were then puwrsued by General Nelson A. Miles' tfoo}iers. In early

éeptember General Miles engaged the Bannocks moving toward Yellowstone
) ~
. Rark at Soda Butte Creek. The Indians fell back to the Park but were,

»
attacked l again, and after a bitter fight they surrendered

~ v -t -

\ -
believed that General Miles [had] thus cl%‘d the Bannock war, "2 ’

"It was .

’,ﬁpon surrender the Indians were gat:irered together and. held until a
® - . . .
decision was reached conce;-ning what was td be done gith them, In late

3

. .
November t&‘amy received ordersfto the Indian leaders responsible _

¢ c

;- for the war for trial and to escort the remainder to 51}e Sixnc0e Resetva-

tion across the Columbia Rivef. This march, took place during the winter,

.+ and as a result of'improPer clothing and food, many of the <indian‘s'died
- A\J

« along the way.  In November, Genmeral M was accused of actifig in a

cruel manner to the~}hdians after they surrendered, buit this was’dis-

- -

¢
pufed by General Sherman.

- .

5 . . ® .
0

"Colonel Miles2.4 was a good and trusted officer, and had, na dou t,

'

alted pf’operly under- the circum/s;ances, well knowing the deqeitfu char~

.\ S~ )
acter and purposegubf these Indians [Bannocks and ¢ , who,
)

v
. after committing Whe outrages of “which they were capable, proposed

-

»
to purchase immunity, by a proposition to s’u_i"r;gnd "25 ot

-

. . With its deaf ear and insufficient appropriations, the Ameri'c(ﬁ’*- »

government and the Indian Department must‘b_e held responsible for caug—

ing the conflict, The proud Indians, with their natudfal instinct for

syrvival, cannot and shoul® not be thought of as the guilty party. 1In

. T ~
"Gen, Miles and the Bannocks;" New York Tiﬂ%l 14 Septe!gl:h'
5. . . T ) -

X *

B .
General Miles is referred to as a Colonel in some accou?ts. .-

23,
1878, p.

¢ 24,

<

e -
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"The Bannock IndianEQ" New York Times, 6 November 187§, pe 24
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o

fact, it was known in 1878 that Indian uﬁ}isings brought troops with
‘fat contracts for local speculators and higher prices for local gpods.'
Maﬁy:people,.suth as hog farmers andsmerchants, were perfectly willing
to pro%oke a; uprisiné for their own material gain. It is customary.to
éuspgct dishonesty on the part of the Indian agent, but appropriations
yere so insufficient that this is highly unlikely. The millions of
dollars that were wasted on.theAtiansfer of tr;Lpé’ Ebe claims of the
various states for services of volu;;eqrs, and the damagé to’private
citizens could have been uséd to prevent the entizé i;;ideﬂi'if the
government and military would have possesséd the foresight té read the

1

situation properly. Unfortunately, this was not th% case and the result
- 4 .
is history. ~

In the end, the "campaign” was only a minor footYote in\>hé history

"of American Indian warfare. Some people, such as gengral Crook, sympa-
- E“ i,‘

«

thized with the Bannocks, but they were a qa§11 winority. The general

-

feeling was best exempliiied‘3§ the words of General Howard: ''Success
? st .

has charaﬁter&zed every movement {of the @ar], and it is an added source
[ [ d

-

of gratificatdion that all has been accomplished with so small a loss of

life on the part of the troops."26 . Unfortunately this attitude pre--

ko
vailed :dxh the general publié?'with the result that this and other '

Indian "uprisings" are today looked upon as part of our national shame.

»,

26. "The Subdued Bannocks," p. 2.
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. THE EXECUTION OF WILLIAM KEMMLER: THE

. ) - FIRST MAN TO DIE IN THE ELECTRIC CHA{R;L oo
) v ¥ 7 )

P A by Barhbara Hornbaker =

S ]
. b -

k) . - .. .
“On May 14, 1889, William Kemmler was convicted of surder ipnche
L - ] )
first degree and sentenced to death, but unlike other convicted murder-

=

' ers who had all gone to the gdli.ows, Kemmler was to be the first crimi-

< )

nal‘“pl;qi:shed by electricity'"~-a sentence eppli_ed in accorqance with a
new C:'.,de of Criminal Pk‘oce’dure by the State r; .New ’;'ork. ~ There was a.
- .
grgat: débat:e about t:hg con§t:it:ut:ional'ity the law, bu't: after a long‘
strugglé of continuous court appeals, Ié@ler was sentenced and re“ée'n-
\ ,.4 t:gn;:ed E'o death in the san;e manner., Befoge it énde‘d the controversy

ket

involved the Westinghouse Electric Company and waé described by the New
A

York Times as "an execution .that was a disgrace to civilization,"”

. William Kemmler and Tillie Ziegler, a woman who posed as Kemmler's

wife, ;lived in an. apartment “in Bﬁffalo, New York.A On the night of CN

March 28, 1889, the drur‘lkgr} Ken{zﬁler returned home to find Miss Ziegler

waiting for him in the same condition. The couple had &n argument and .

Kemmler hit Tillie with t:he/blunt: end of a hatchet, ‘killing hé&r instant-

ly. The}'é was a witn’ who saw the ﬁmrdgr, but it did not matter .
- because Kemmler confessed and stated P?was not éorry for “what he had .

\ . done, ! L
- T . LY .

¢

—  The trial, beginning on August 10,: 188-9,:‘brought: a sentence of‘

' 3
electrocution, and Kemiler was moved to ,Auburg State Prison to await
. . - )

execution. Imédiat:ely' following the trjal Mr.) Hatch, Kemmler's lawyer,

N N a
. L\l
-

1. "Kemml®r Convicted," New York Times, 15 May 1889, p. 3.

~ .
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’
objected to the sentence on the basis that it was cruel and unusual

-~

" punighment, and t‘erefore unconstitutional. From this plea he apparent-

-

1y received anothler trial whic

e .
Kemmler's lifée. 2

h was the first of three attempts to save
EX '

" assumed to be the Westinghouse Electric Compa\ny.3

- Mr. Westinghouse himself. commented: "It is more likely td be those*

v

dnother attempt tp save Kemmler's life occurred when a Mr. Cockran
N . N . s

took dver the.case. This was-the first hint that interests other than
- ’

\

Kemmm:'sjwere at stake and at the timé these "other interests" were 2’

: One of the factors

that. hinted Westinghouse m:ght be involved was that alternating current
was'to be used in the dynamo that would supply the power in killing"

Kemmler. At that time pegple were often electrocuted in the streets
1 - v

from falling cables, and it was assumed that electric co_mpanies would |

not desire the publicity that would result from their type of current s

. . ~

being used to execute crimir;}s. Such an insinuation that an electric

- - ‘ . .
comfany -faight help a murder T escape death aroused the public:still =

further in the case. ’ .0

, - ] , i - .-, /
A gecond factor hinting at Westinghouse's involvement was that- the
dynamo to be used in killing Kemmler was a Westinghouse brand. Again,

the company was accused, of being involved invthe case, and at one point

electrical companies who, in the hope of injuring ‘the business of a

rival, caused electric-lighting dynamos of a particular manufacture to .-

.

be adopted by

the State for execution purposes.”

k)

2. This
ario}het trial

[y i -

point was never made clear but it is assumed therQ was
immediately following Kemmler 8 conviction. . . '

. X

3. "Electric/Execution of Criminals," Scientific _American, 19

October 1889 ,p’ 240.

~"A Denial from Mr. Wea‘tinghouse,few York Times, 4 May 1890,

.

’
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« " VWhen Cockran took over the case in December, 1889, he Q}gued that ¢ y
o . Y
death would not be instantapeous;. therefore, electrical execution was - . ’ R .

£ - * » .
{ndeed cruel and unusual punishment. Cockran claimed that "a man suf-

’
fering from electric s?g;% might revive in'his coffin . . . and suffer °

-

o .
the most exquibite torture. "> At this pa}nt tde attorneys consulted

-‘_expertg in electricity to/f{;d opinions about whether death .would" be . .
inst&ntapéous. One of «these experts was the renowned Thomas Edison.
When questioned, Ed&son‘séﬁd he felt death would cértainly be instan-

. < ' N

~ .

S

taneous, but that thé hands of the victim should be piaced in water, N

since it was igch a good comtuctor of electricity.6 4

Also, in December, 1889, a commission consisting of Dr. Charleé; '
MacDonald of the State Lunatic Comm}ssién; A, B. Rockwell, an expert on
electricity as applied»to medicine;.?rofessor Laudy, who waé’gﬁing‘re-
' tsea;ch on electrical measurements; and Dr. Fell, one;of the first to
favor electrocﬁtion,owas appointed ‘to test the efficiency of’gPe 2000 <

.

be% dynamo at Auburn Prison.7 On December 31, 1889, an old horsé and . <
calf were both subjected to an electric current of 1000 volts. They
weye killed instantly. From this test, as well as others at Sing Sing .

v and-Dann;mora prisons, the commissidtn concluded the electric chair was =~

¢

gruly "efficient."”

A

~

LY

All the evidence in fagor of electrical execution was supposedl&

4

coliected, but when Kemmler's reprieve was in its last days, a Mr,

&

[N

LI : ’ . .
Sherman mysteriously appeared on the scene with a writ of habea§ corpus{

6. 1Ibid.

.
[P LY

January 1890, p. 5.

*

"Electric Execution of Criminals,” p. 240,

"Commission Appointed to Test Dynamo,” New York Times, 1

b

LY

°
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stating the law of electrical execution was unconstitutional under the

eighth and fourteenth mnendment:s.x8 Many speculated that Sherman, like

#
° . Cowckran, wag a representative of Westinghouse. The acquisition of the

\\\urit: allowed for an application ofﬂarror to be filed before the United
]

8 . ' . . .
States Supreme Court, but upon consideration‘of.the applicat:iorkrzzef

¥

' low-

Justice Fuller announced the Court's refusal to hezfnt:he ca"se.9

ing this setback,('Judge Childs, the man who first sentencdd Kemmler to

die, decreed Kemmler's third and final sentence.

Between the time of the final sentencing and the week of August &4,
© Iy Y . .
* 1890, the New York Times carried articles describing Kennn}er's death’

N »
¢

chamber and the special~chair that had been built. The chamber itself

was 17 feet.long and 25 feet wide. It was separated into two shgdler

[y . -

rooms, one containing the chair itself and the other containing a board
&
mounted with instruments. The only light available to the chamber came
o

from two small grated windows in its roof. The chair had a'high back
4

- with a headrest with various straps to re%:_ain the head, arms, and legs

. b ! 4
th small electrddes at ‘the

+

of the victim. There were also two u%s
em:]s. The plate which fit over the hea?‘?of the victim held one of the
electrodes; and the other ran down the back of the chair to ‘the base of
Al .

the victim's spine. " ( -

The exact date of the exécut:%n was a secret, but as the last days
approachied Kemmler began to sufferlsleepless nights and refused to e:at:.10

After listehing to the noise of l'ast:‘ minute testing, he "cried aloud in

A4

O 8. The eighth amendment prohibits acts of capital punishmeﬁt; that

are cruel and unusual. The fourteenth upholds the right to due process.

s

“yemmler Resentenced,™ New York Times, 4 July 1890, p. 3.

” 9.

-

10. "Kemmler's Last Night,” New York Times, 6 August 1890, p. 8. .
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his despair, 'I wisH it were over."'u Finally? on the evening' of ,
, F2RN - o ’ ) - .
. *  * August 6, Warden Durston visited Kemmler in his cell. 'Kemmler seemed r
M z ' " x
« Vvery calm and said‘he wished to "go Jdike aman." In fhis same chnverc
. » ~ '
o sation he also made’ the remark to Durston: "I am not afraid so long 3s
you are in charge o.‘f the job. I won't break down 1f you don't. "12 -
. kY N .
On the following morning, Thursday, August 7, 1890, witnesses ¢ . Lt
. + ’
) * began to enter the death cell, with throngs of people around and even
- “ “on top of the chamber. One witness was Dr. Fell, who was there to test P
: Ve \ - . e X A
‘ : his new "resuscitating appaJ.;a).ej on the body after the electrocution. .
At 6: 30 a.m. Kemmler was led to the chair'caiid strapped into position.
- . . <
. . Then, at 6:43 a.m. the current was applied, and the next events horri~-
- : . )
fied all of the witnesses. ‘ ) . . T
' The bgd'y of the man in the chair~straightened Every
- "~ o e muscle of it seemed to be drawn to ifs highest tension. .
', . + . five seconds passed, ‘ten seconds,. fifteen seconds, v
. " * sixteen, and seventeen. Dr. Spitzka, shaking his head, -
said: "He is dead." Warden Durston pressed the signal -
’ button and at once the dynamo stopped. Then the eyes
- ‘ that had been momentarily turned from Kemmler's body )
; Is "’\ ‘returned to it and gazed with horror on what they saw.
L ) 2 “} e L "I‘he men rose from ‘their chairs impplsively and groaned
‘ / * ‘ ‘ at-the agony they felt.. "Great God! He is al:i.ve!"13
.‘;‘,_ . ~ . . » * . .
> [ 2 . ‘ It was not known how long the turrent was on, but when the current was
! 3 e ¢ . . - "
T ) turned off the body was still heavihg. This turn of events.forced them
%é . to apply a second electrical shock which produced effects even more
* grisilthan the first. g v '
' " . ) Blood began, to appear on the face-of the wretch in the ?
- N chaits Sweat stood on the face . . . , but there was worse Py
) ) ~ than that. An awful odor began to permeate the death cham- .
. . i ber . . . and it was seen that the hair under and around s
’ -
*, 11. "Kemmler's Last Night," p. 8. '
. 1 . p
12. 1bid. * »
~ M Y < . . v
- 13. "Far Worse Than Hanging," New York Times,” 7 August }1890, p.12. .
. N . -
-~ ‘ - )
- 4 ‘. ’
T .}i.i.::
) -
’
O
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® "inner tissues had been baked." . . 4 !
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.-, . N L - h

the electrode on t:}xe head And the flesh' . . . around

. . the electrode at t:he base of the spine was singeing.

_The stench was unbearable : Y]
. f
’ Thi's’t:ime the current was dn dntil Kemmler was dead. No one was sure
’ cii; the amount:'of the elect:ricalecharge appli:q or of the lengt:h of
.
time 1nv01ved - ‘ . . T

Doctors doing the autopsy on Kemmler were' so_ afr!id to toygh his
‘b‘ody immediat:eJ.y after the elect:rocut:i'onl t:hm:(“t:hey delayed4 the autopsy
-Nhen the doctors finally did perform the autopsy,'thef!?

‘was sbme disagreement: as to whet:her Kemmler had died -after th

three hours.

first

shock or“had lived and was simply rendered unconscious.

There was no
‘doubt he was unconsciobs after the first shock, but most‘ perts/agteed
oo e

t:!;;t': Kemmler did mot diﬁ until after t:he second appligation of electric-

- 1ty because of the imperfecc contact of elect:rodes.15

flesh was Burned black from the great amount of heat generated and his

e N

- ’

* ’
Various opinions were expressed ahout the,electrocution. One

’

first time, t:be\"eiiperiment:“ would have'been a Success. He said that

\ .

electrocution "is a gran§‘th£ng, and is destined, to becpme the system of
legal death throughout ﬁ%yorld "16‘ Dr. Spitzka, on t:he other hand,,
thought the electrocution was a failure and 1: impressed him "not

- . e
exactly with what you' would eall-horror, but rather with wondexr and

< ‘ -
. .

s 14. "“Far Worse Than Hanging," p.*12. >
,.~157 Ibid. ° .

~ had A

Ibid.

i
=
(=

17. 1Ibid.
' < UN R *

- N

Much of Kemmler' s,

¥

A

.V

, doctor felt that had the currgnt‘beeﬁ on for at least thirty seconds the

e
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chambers of the inqu,isitd.on of the 1‘6th céntury.

0 ~ f i

. +

‘ Lo &
Although this first electrocution was "botched,” it was seill

maintained as the methbd for executing criminals in a number of states.

3 ~ . . B ‘ .
Improvements weré made in the apparatus, ang since Kemmler®s death many

f

other men-and women have died ‘i‘n',this mapher. -One“man,'a Dr. Shrady,
[ 3 ’ S ’

v «

who witnessed this first e]:ectroclﬁ:i.c'm‘ was prophetic when he declared

"the death chair will yet be the p\l'lh)‘it from which .~.

. the abolit,ioh ‘
a8 ‘

' . r

N “ . N
of capital punishment will be preache Today, almost se:nznt-y:—years

-

after Kemmler's éeath, «capital punishment i3 still a’controversial sub-
N -
ject. And whether or not electricity is ,a proper mgtﬁod is still

\

. . »
undecided; but wiéthOut question the first execution ifd this manner was

accurately describéd by the New York Times as "worthy of the darkest
' wl9 ' .

. -

-

N
18. .MFar Worse Than Hanging," p. 12, o
e - a .

19. Ipid. ) T . .
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THE LAST BARE KNUCKLE PRIZE FIGHT IN AMERICA . .

N

by William Calaman ~ ° . N

-

Today, a professional heavngighc fighﬁ is viewed as a sophisti= ' ,
cafed sport and attracts as _mucl'hpubliqity and speculation as a presi-
\ - .

dential election. High-priced announcers devote endless hours of .

television time to interviewing the parcicipancs, and ‘afcerwards the

viccor is greeted with wide acclaim—-and book concract:s But in the n

s .

lace 19th cencury, boxing in America was known as "bare knuckle prizé-
’

"»

fighcing," and because of 1(brucalness, the sporc was outlawed in

many 'scaces. Fights were conducced in gladiacor fgshion and matches

cont:inued uncil one man was beacén into submission and couldn t continue.
Unlike modern Boxing, where championsiip tatches consist of fifteei‘i . h

-« v ®
rounds of threé minutes each, rounds i prize-fighting ‘continued uncil N : P

one fighter was ‘knocked down. In thif way it was cofmon: for a prize-

. L S .
fight to last For fifty rounds or. mgre.t - . .

T Then on July 8, 1889, bare kfuckle prize-fighting came to an end 1n’ .
-%

* the swamps of Mississippi wiCh ‘the fight beétween, John L_. Sullivan, the

\___J:eigning heavyweight champion, and Jake Kilrain, The 111ega1 bouc was( ; .

~ b4

sca'ged virtually one 'step ahead of the law, and witﬁm a year after the

bout, ‘both fighters and. their assoctates had beeﬁ’ arrested, convicted,

» o .

ks . -~

. a

and ‘sentenced for various 'offences.

The bout was ori-g:i:ha,lly schedulevd for New Orleans, Louisiana, where

prize fighting‘was legal, and it was speculaced bhac che, champion would ) .

- = . -

“ receive the st;congesc challenge of his caﬁeer. Not since 1882 when

i
Sullivan knocked out Paddy Ryan in nine rounds, had the world heavy-

- 4 ° S . -

* . o -
' ' . . ) 1:7' ] .
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- weight: championship changed hands, amd so ther wa a great deal of/' o\

a

w»

-~

#

interest in t:he contegtr.l

Kilrain who wa% t:raining in ’Balt:in;ore, ‘wotkéd out' before "thou-

\ ~ . K
sands” on any- given dayf while Sullivan who &zas st:aying in %elfast:,

TNew York had an equaily impressive gallery on hand for his daily prep-

arat:lions.2 On July 6, 1889, both men arrived\in..ug Orleals where they

<

rece(ed heroes' welcomes.. The betting, it was said, was light, but: .

O kY >
what little there was favored Sullivan by 2<) od,ds.3 - . .

»

Meanwhile, the governors of Texas and Mississippi were, doing their ‘

best-'to keep the fight frgx evév mat:erializing Govemor Lowry[‘ of
-
Missisé’ippi :Lssued a proclamat:ion on July 1, forbidding the Sullivan-

Kilrain, fight and offering a $500 reward "for the arrésts of principals
or part:icipant;s.“5

. |’\ >
of a possible fight in Orange County,6 notified the sheriff t:here that .

”Sullfvan and Kilrain [may] attempt to come to your cogy to commit an

’o.f'fense against: t:he public peace of this st:at:e,.oshouid/t:hey do so, I v

~ ~

gdirect you to usé all dawful means t:o/,p]!'event: the same."’

Governor Lowry went so far as to send the state militia to the

3 " . r

L A

-

.,"§,

Three days later, Governor Ross of Texas, suspiciOus .

T

Ty

,EK

R A 17t Provided by ERiC

¥ -

p. 2. . . g L.

[ . ~

the location was:/to be, it was near a.railroad dtations -

- : =
1. "Sullivan, John L.," Encmlopedia Britanica, Volume 21, 1970. _'. -
2. "Preparing for the mﬁ&," New York Times, 2 July 1889, p. 5. !
‘ A Y S . .o

3. "The Pugilists in New Orleans," New York Times, 7 July 1889, . ' = .
1 . - r ' X

. . ° - L)

4. The name was spelled in garieus accounts as "Lewry" or "Lowery.%. s,

* .

- . |’

+5. "Sullivan and Kilra‘in,“ New York Times, 6 July 1889, p. 2. AN

6. Or\ange County is wherd the Southern Pacific Railroad goes«'~ ) > ' ¢ .
t:hrough Teras from New Orleans. In.order. to t:ransport: a large number - - )
of people to the fight, the promoters had to be certaip that wherever v,

. - L ’a i

. 7.‘ "Syllivan in the Sout:h," New.York Times, 5 Juiy. 1889, p. 2. &'\ . T,
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.
- >

-

T . state line between Mississippi and Louisiana™to prevent the fighters . /
} s ’ R . ‘ - oo .- °
. * . .
and their partjes from cross’ing into his state. The New York Times A S
. > . L) %
' reported on July 6 that "he {Lowry] has directed his\sheriffs to w\a't:ch .
% - ———"

all railroads entering the State and spare no expendit:ure of men and a ' .
» -
money to arrest: ther intruders and prevent the fight."8 . M

»

Governors Lowry and Ross, furthermore, urged :heir neighbor,

Governor Nicholls of Louisiana, to take comparable measures to @ep the

l - o fight out of his state. - However, Govermor Nicholls was in a bind. He . /

did not want the fight staged in his state, but at the sawme time he

‘ St Per- \ i

. N feared going against the public which was clamoring for the bout.
t Qag the best indication of public sentiment was revealed wﬁ‘en t;le New )
" " York Times ppinted out the ﬁﬁ'ﬁere was "but one company of sixty-Eive .
- - men in t:he militia in New Orleans and its commander the ever popular" )
Captain Beanham, is n:;med as a possible referee at the fight:."9 Thus, = . -

the likelihood the fight would occur in New 0r1eans or a nearby town,

‘- seemed 1fminent at that point. | <l

* 5

. The two fighters themselveg r¥mained aloof_" from the legal problems.

Y After his arrival on Friday, July 5, Sullivan worked out at a local New
‘ 0r1eans gymnasium. ~ . i c . ] R

: "He [Sullivan] arrived under good auspices and in superb ,
.. condition," reported the,New York Times. '"He has spent * , , )
o several hours daily in practiece in the gymnasium contig- 7 a m
- uous”ts his quarters where he has been crowded by admirers. A .
* Today he picked up a ten pound solid shot and hurled it .
’ some twerty feet against a closed door, which was shat- » . ,
tered to splinters )

* Kilrain; who was smuggled' into New Orleans the follwoing day by the

- »

. 8. '"Sullivan and Kilrain," p. 2. .
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Sout:l;ern Athletic Club, was busy denying published reports which stated N
. )

he had indulged in excessive bee;& drinlEing with his friends during a
Y A . .

a o + break in travel at a Chattanooga saloon. 1t .

- . On Sundays t:he 7th, the two fighters stayed out of the ]?ei\ight °
, . R that had followed them so Farefully the preceeding week. The New York
- — &

L :A‘E.“:?rimes took advantage of the temporary lull in the activity to take its

;i‘;‘
A3
-

4

. %-;-z"‘
H

first gditqrial stand on the fight. Referring to an incident in New - .

Orleans during which a large crowd of young boys gat:}%ered ta give . ’
. A -
Sullivan a boisterous welcome, the Times said: "It is such demonstra-
. tions as this that emphasize the evils of prize fighting, and make it

imperative that every sel,f—respect:ing State should stamp out t:he brytal
A} Y~

p!:act::i.ce."\]'2 The'Times further!denounced the impending !pect:acle stat- . he

. . X . » ~

ing: "It will be a cause of satisfaction to all decent people if t:he &L .

[

- fight 1 9vented: it will be st:ill more so 1f the two principals are

. .Y

P ) . .. held prisc;ners in tihe South until the Fight is all taken out c;f t:hen:."]'3 '

7 — " That evening,- a special train tobf<_§ﬁi‘i‘iﬁn‘, “Kiffath; thefr-par— - - -— —=ae L . .
-hie;, and apprrp).:imat:ely 200_0 fans out of New Orleans towards the '

- . Mississippi linp. A su;:p‘rise procl.amat:ion Saturday from Governor N

’Nicholls, int:imat:ing the possibility of using t:;\e state milit:ia to pre- )

- : , -

. vent’ thé fight and’maintain the public peace, had madE the excursion

-

\ . necessary-M Although observers did not expect the Louisiana militia

to take acﬁ.on, the encourage ,made plans to go elsewhere. A request: ‘to

\ move the fight: to Arkansas was rejected by Governor Eaglemf that™ - . ‘
I » N
L4 - .

r 4 “

11. 1Ibid. . b

- -
- . -

. . 12, "Editorial," New York Times, 7 July 1889, p. 4. . .

f
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R 13. Ibdd. - <L - .
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N Y ' T
': ’ 14. JA Fight Certain," The Daily Picayune--New Orleans, 7 July

. N ‘ 1889, p. 2.
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state; 15

a "prominent Southerner" to have the fight on his propetty..

-~ .mous figurd,. later to be identified as Mr. C. W. Rich of Ric

-

* Mississippl, 16

however, one of the fight"'s promoters received an pffer from

e anony-
“
rg,

also offered "to furnish an,indemnity bond and guarantee

3

protection.

wl? ' ,

- ‘Of the train's excursion, the New York Times observed that "at the

. Mississippi line there.was a party of twenty-five men, and the train .

3

>

was challenged, but no attention was gaid to the signal, and the special

train dashed through at a speed of twenty~five miles an hour. It was

just before daybreak wygn the train got into )'{iss:i.ss.ippi."]'8

»

the fight was scheduled to start. . Several items of protocol, such as

~ building a boxing ring, selecting a reféree,~and giving the Lodal sheriff
a ‘chance to stop the fight, delayed the beginning slightly. The referee,
by choicesof the crowd of some 15,000, was a fellow Southerner, Captain

Mr. Corwart, the -sheriff of Mariom County, stepped

N L3

—\John Fitzgerald . 19

\nto the ring to announce he was commanding peace, but his action was more

o:€ a fonnaiity than anything else and was virtually meaningless because

P
ﬁe had no other officers to back him up. Upon completing his statement,

. ) 2
. Corwart turned apd left the premises, never~to return, 0\

- . o _
15. Ibid. ‘ . ¢ !
Lold . ) ”
16. "The Bigger Brute Won," New York Times, 9 July 1889, p. 1.
. - % . o
* 17. "Sullivan's Day," The Daily Pieayune--New Orleans, 6 July.
1889, p. 2. :
18. "The Bigger Brute Won, p. 1.
©19. "The Great Battle," The Daily-Picayune—-New Orleans, 9 July..

i 1889, p- 1. . ,
£ 20, Ibid. . . - :
==

At 8 a.m. Monday morning, on the outskirts of Richburg, Mississippi,

~
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From the outset, SG}livan dominated the figh@ even though Kilrain'

opened a gash along Sullivan s ear in the seventh round. For the most

part Kilrain simply ran ar0und the ring with Sullivan in pursuit. When

he was cor ered Kilrain merely fell down, thus ending the/foun .21 -
"This sort of procedure went on for a long time, Kilrain run
dodging and Sulli;an calling him ;0 'fight like 2 man. ""22"
In*round twenty-three‘milrain shoved a spike fron one ‘of

. . s . . . -
into Sullivan's foot and this caused a near riot amoné the spectato¥s.

In round fbrty—four Sullivan became i1l and fell to one knee, but Kilrai

N ;as afraid to go near him. He asked him,to make the fight a draw, bu

Sullivan refused, and emphasized’the refusal by knocging Kilrdin down

He was ahgry now, and in the next round he not only knocked Kilrain |
down, but he jumped on him, which prompted a claim of foul from KilrainL§

friends. This aas'notAallowed, and it was repeated in the next round,

after Sullivan’again’ threw Kilrain and fell, on him.23 . e

, At round seventy—five the referee cautioned Kilrain that if he

continued to fall down without being hit he would disqualify him.
Realizing his fighter was beaten, iilrain s second threw a sponge in the ¢

. N

ring to indicate the: fight was over- R ’

.

When Donovan threw yp the sponge for Kilrain there was
a wild confusion and a general wush for the ring was made._ .
The reporters' desks were splintered, fences went down,
and all restrictions were swept” aside. An exit for Sul--
. livan was cleared by Muldoon [his trainer] and Cleary by
’ 'vigorous movements of the arms. The victor was placed in
a carriage/%nd conveyed to the train.

’
L 1 L

.

21. "The Great Battle," p. 1. =

- » 22. 1Ibid.

- . U . ' A "

L |
23, "tThe Biéger Brute Won," p. 1. - .

24: 1bid.




i
’

-

: ' AFter the fight, Kilfain was quoted as saying, "I ~couldn‘t do my

I ran around‘. I did,

best; that 1s what Sakes me feel so mean. . . .

N

? it for my friends.- I was mot strong at the st.kt.“25 «Kilrain's com~ <

f - e ironic in that he had spent the entire:week before the fight . -

denying reports that he was "tired" and not im top for'm.26 . -

‘ - ) . .
M On the following day, the attention of the public, wefit from fight

to flight. Tn the same edition in\whigch the New YOrl_< Times 'reported g

¢
-

"the results of the bout, there was gnfeditorial recommending that par—~

-]
ticipants in and backers of the fight be punished. f\/

" On Thursday, July 11, Sullivan,was arresced in’ Naghville, Tennes-

L)
N see, but was released that same afternoon after his attorneys attained
»

« a writ of habeas corpuﬁ. An eager Governor’Lowry, immediately after

' >

b} - . .
hearing of the arrest, issued a statement offering 3500 for the arrest

Ll
of Jake Kilrain so the two could ‘be tried together. Sulljivan, however,

left that evening to escape further north to Chicago.

. N * authorities meant business and were not just *trying to put up a front,

3 \ , .

’ Sullivan s backers jumped off the- train t‘hree. blocks from the main

/

te’minal in Chicago, where authorities were once again waiting. Vo

-

7 e \ let 'alone a jail sentence. He confhdently went where he wanted to and

‘ . drank himself into_a stupor whenever he felt like it while he was in
. . . N .
Chicago. Kilrain was also sure that the most that would happen would

Y

* R " be a fine; however his trainer, Chartie Mitchell, did not share Kilrain)
P <

confidence. Mitchell; disguised as an Indian, fled to Wi

' . ) thet;, to throw off his pursuers,.he doubled back and spent two nights

v
. v
t

25, 1Ibid. -

< . R
26. "Sullivan in the South," p. 2.

a

A

. R/

Realizing that .

B —_

, ~* Even with his brush.with'the law, Sullivan did not fear capture, i :
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sleeping in the cornfields of Injiana. He then put on a priest's garb

and‘made it to Buffalo, New York. there he booked passage to .

4 E’ngland.z7 . . e, .

Sullivan dand Kilrafin énjoyed a brief hiatus for several weeks

after the fight, but the honeymoon endéd on August41_2men Sullivan was

apprehended in New York after Governor Lowry issued still Jhotheé re-
« ,

.

L 2B
quest for the arrest of the fighters.28 Sullivan offered no resistance,
» ‘ .

and readily' agreed.to §° to Pervig, Miss;ssippi, for the trial, if dne
' .

- [ .
was deemed necesséry.29 Apparently more concerned with his {mage than

with his arrest, Sullivan issued.tﬁe following stategent: ’ . )
. I ve‘noth{hg to say about my recent victory. What I
.dé want you to say is that you saw me sober., I have been

-

sober, ever since.Il left New Orleans.
. quiet in a friend's house in Chicago.

I have been‘keeping.
I know that in th

past I have don

received, but what

uch that deserves the condemnation it
s been said regarding my drinking and .

. . carousing sincs;éﬂé fight is false»g Tomorroy I38m goiné

, to Boston to s

ad a week with my mother. . . .

. [
. Sullivan's attorney, Mr. DeLancy Nid@ll, pleaded in the preliminary *

trial in New York3L

v

tﬁét Sullivan had no intention of fighting in Mis-

-
.

4 . . ,
sissippi, but that the %ocation was changed at the last minute and Su%-

. - -~ - - £
livan did not know where the train was,taking him.32 Af terwards, Sug}i-

~vqn\was td be taken to Pervis for trial on Monday, August 12, but in

a 27. "Mitchell Arrives in England,d New York Times, 29 July 1889,
p. 1. L . ~

28, "Sulliyan Ar;éé?gd," New‘York Times, 1 August 1889, p. 1.
oo 29N maafl T - . . .
> ' .

30. "Suliivan Says He Was Sober," NewiYork Timé;, 1 August 1889,
p. 2. * *

- » - N N ] .
31.  There had to-first be a hearing to,. determifie whether Sullivan
should be sent to Misgissippi to stand.trial. . T
. 32. "Sullivan Cées South," New York Times, 7 Kugust 1889, p. 8. .
. . =
1 . -
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keepfng with the aura of the times, a bookmaket from New Orleans offered

.

to pay:$500 of any fiae Sulfivan~and Kilrain might have assessed'againsc

thed:én exchange for a; exhibition maccha33 :
In early Augu§c, Sullivan left Grand Central tYain gEacion for i
Mississippi "amidst the cheers of % delirious crowd." When ﬂe arrived
in Jackson, Mississippi, Sullivan registered gt the local hotel and had
dinner sent cq‘his rooﬁ. (Governor Lowry, upon hearing this, demanded
that Sullivan be put in 1311.)
At the trial Sullivan's defense was that it was all a case of ‘mis-
taken identity, that hefwas not the éame man who had been involved in
che,fighc; Hdwéve}, on the witness stand, he ;leaded for understanding

*

and asked the jammed courtroom: “What's a feller goin' to do when he

Ll

can't follow his business! Fightin' is my business. That's how I make

. “\lffiivin' and Iedin't got no other way of doin' ;c."34

4

6 By,;hg time August 12 rolled around, mosgd%bservers expected the

Syllivan trial to end in some kind of compromige, but on "August 1§,

- T
District Attorney Neville gave his closing argument®and demanded that:
From the evidence the accused has been proved guilty.
If your verdict be that,he is not guilty, then write
the indictment: "Not guilty. Mississippi disgraced
and despised." And if the verdict bek"Guilty," then
you will show the world that in Mississippi, our be-
loved State, the law is supreme.

Al
2, -

-
Apparently this argument (and the evidence) was effective, and to

'

. the astonishment of many, Sullivan was convicted. "He tried to keep up
g 4 ‘ .

his gpirits, singing a snatch of song and forcing a'iaugh, but he was
A

4

ES ' - .
.* 33, "Kilrain Arrested," Néw York Times, 6 August 1889, p.-1.

.3é "The Bruiser's Trial," New York Times, 13'Augu\§‘t: 1859, p. 1.

35. -"Sullivan Convicted," New York Times, 17 August 1889, p. 1. |
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, evidently a little downhearted.'sw 5%
. /-y.v“» i
The following day Sullivan was sentenced to one year in prison. . |
@ ’ ‘ C [
"A prediction two months ago,” the Times wrote, "that Sullivan would
spend a year in the.Marion County Jail would have l.)'een laughed at.
.
. Today his friends are terribly anxious about/the outlook, although they .
still strain their eyes for'a glimpse of an opening in the clouds which -
now hang over himgso st:ead:i.ly.:'37 : -
. A /‘I .
. Meanwhile, Kilrain was dm‘«on\'bail in Baltimore, awaiting his
o ,
trial’ which would begin on August 22. It was reported that he was
"greatly depr:essed"38 whén he heard of Sullivan's sentence, but when h‘.s
case f£inally came up he was given a mere twa months sentence. Ironical-
ly, Kilrain was not found guilty of prizeﬁfg.'gkhting, as Sullivan was, but
Y rather of 4ssault and batter'y.39 .,
On March 17, ¥890, the Supreme Court ruled that the indictment .
against Sullivan was "fatally de gtive" and Sullivan was set free. : ' i
. Within a week of the courtd decision on the Sullivan matter, Kilrain -
s B . v s N ! ° .
was set 'free' because his friend, Charlie W. Rich, was given-legal cws{
- - ‘a - [ . . ”~
tody of him for the,length of hfs two month sentence.l‘o The Times did
/ not elaborate on the arrangement except to éay that Mr. Rich delivered
¢ a check,for “an undisclosed amount” to the Marion founty Commissioners.z
> = s <A g ey _
! v Sullivan returned to.the ring, and succesfully defended his title,” \ .
L] ¢ \
36. Ibid. . . e, T .
e TOA . - : ’
37/\'.1311 for Sullivah,” New York Times, 18 August 1889, p. 1. - .
. ; = .
) 38. Ibid..: . s . ’ !
- . . . N
39. "Kilrain Convicted,” New York Times, 15 December 1889, p. 1. . . R
40. _"Kilrain Released,” New York Times, 25 March 189, p. 1.
. « " 41, Ibid. o :
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- .

with gloves, until 1892, when he was knoc?ed' out by James J..Corbett in

LI 3 R
21 rounds in New Orleans.l‘2 After retiting from the.ring, Sullivan be-

came involved in thetcause of prohibition, -and spent the rest of his
. . 4

- -

life traveling around the country giving speeches on the evils of

alcohol.  He died in moﬂ@é_t circumstanges in 1918. Kilrain continued

¥y
) o

¥ _ PR
fighting, but, never again came close to claiming a world championship.

" He faded into obscurity, and repor't:edly died in the -early 1900s.
‘ P Q .

And so ended America's last®bare-knuckle prize fight as partici-
<

pants were then required to wear gloves and the sport faded frod the

pubiic eye for a few years. Today, one looks back nostagically the

.
era., with the yellowed pict:v.[es of mustachioed strong men striking a

figi\t:ér's pose, and little realize how brutal the contests really were.

-

. ?
Still, with the passing of any era, there are those men who are trapped

in time and unable to bridge the gap. It m;uld seem that* John L. Sulli-

van may have been such a person, and this author is struék with'the

man's plea af his trial: "What's a feller goin' to do when he can't

follow his ‘busingss!" It is a lament one hears as clearly t:oday'a§ in

1889 from ‘people in all walks of life who find théir livelihood has
become obsolete. ; . o ‘

=

42, ~"S'uA;I.'livan, John L." Encyclopedia Britanica, Volume 21, 1970.
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REVEREND HANS SCHMIDT:

" by Linda' Trznadel’

o

* floating down the Hudson Rlver
~

(3

Q

bundle was a flowered pillow, and 1q§1de the yillow,’among the feathers,’
o \/: -

]

moved.“1

!

v

.

.

3

-

A ]

PHYSICIAN, -PRIEST, MURDERER

On September 6, 1913, two children spbtted a large brown bundle

~ A ‘. < hand - -
unwrap the parcel in front of some neighborhood children. Inside the
4 -~ - v

s

was the upper torso of a wo?an's body--"the head and arms neatly re-

near the New Jersey shore. K The older boy

recovered the package and took it home to his mother who slowly began to

The torso was taken’ to the morgue where the county pﬁysician,
FGeorge King, stated that "the dismembermen't was done skillfully,and .

might be the work of a surgeon. The’flésh has been cut clean with a
. f v .
. arp knife and the bones . . . cut‘zisfif}suxgical saw."2 It was

-~

T . X
further determined she- was a little over 20 years old and had been dead

A N » .
about three or four -days. R s
1

Ao

The following day the lower pért of the body was found floating in

the river about three miles below.the point where the first part wasg

discovered. Again the ‘body was found in a pillow case half filled with
- ' - N " v

— N
' feathers, but this time it was packed with a rock idensified as "schist,\
e . .

’
a type of stone abundant in Manhattan but seldom found in New Jersey.
An examination showed the "woman died undergqgng i& operation because

) the two pleces fit perfectly.
I A

3

The legs wefe;severed two inches beloy

Ay .

. —— e

1. "Find Woman's Body in Bundle in River,” Ne; York Tithes, 7 ;_T\-
,September 1913, p. 3. . . .

© 2. Ibid. R ) .
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the hip,jevidently done by @ surgeon's saw."3 The autopsy showed the
3! i , y

-

rd , . ~
murder wag more brutal !hqn first suspected ahd it was beliéed the -

>

victim was tortured before her death:
A

The coroner stated that the”
4 .

limbs could have been amputated whilé the-woman was still alive. Also, .

it was determined that shortly before deqt:h' the woman had had a.pre._

mature child." ) . ' . .«

. [ . .

The task of piecing together the details of the crime fell to
'Inspec;or\Fau}‘Bt, a veteran New York Police officer. Alt:hmgix there

was little to go‘on he did have one substantial clue. “The secord part

S

of tkhe bgdy was wrapped similarly to the f;rst:, but thi§ time a pillow
case rather than anothergillow was used. On t:‘his pilléow slip ivas!em—
broiMired the letter "A" with fancy designs onm either.side

° « -

bore a tag with the name of the Robfmsﬁn-Rodgers,Compa‘nyno

and it also

. ' A . . .
Inspector Faurot contacted tha?company manager for help ay
. .
Furnit

pillow case ‘'was one of z; group .sold to the Sack's
N ¢

Nquprk. A check of the store’s books showed pillow cases of ‘t:’he same

« -

size and design had been delivered to 68 B;:adhur,’st: Street, an apartment

-building in New York. The purchaser of the pillow case as well as other

P

a

merdhandise was recorded as a '"Reverend 'l—ﬁns/,Scl"nnidt:." 4 £~
‘ 4,’ .- . . N . .
Schmidt's apartment was put under surveillance,, but after watching

LI

. L os e

the apartment for several days police became s;lg';;idious and decjded to --

toa
.

break in and conduct an fhvestigation. After searching the rdom, ﬁt
; ;

became evident that the %urder had ‘been committed there.
- There was a dark stain on the green wallpaper, another stain om

. . ;
che%loor in the hall bejfieen the bedroom an{bathr,oom, and a new scrub

~

- -~ 4 Eﬁ‘“ B
3. "Kiver Yields More of Woman's Body," New Yofk Times, 8 Septem~

ba 1913, p. 3. . 3 .

4, Police did not think thi fact was conmected, with her death.
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brush was on the sink along with six cakes of soap. The white enamel .

" bed contained bed spri‘n@, but the mattress, beddiné 8“‘”%10" had o

1 L] .

b heen removed, There were two trunks in the room, a steamer, trunk an\tla ! B -
small zinc trunk which contained a package of 50 or 60 lefters sent li . -

an "Anna Aumuller" from various addresses. When detectives opened the

. Lt - . s .
larger trunk they foend a bunch of women's clothes, *a butcher ﬁ&ife 15"
L]

£
inches long,  and a Jarge hand saw. The .knife had been sharpened on ‘a
- M ) ’ * X . . Y 4
stone and both had ‘beén scoured. Most of the let:t;ers pvoved of lzt:t:le, "‘.
‘ ’

- . ~—
help, but several mentioned\ti:i rect:ory»-\/t:f\St Boniface as the place’ .. C"
N A, . .
\ where the girl worked. ‘ } v
.- sy >
‘After questioning t:he pastor of the Churgh, Reverend J. S. Brown,
. e .

Inspector Faurot learned that Anda Aumg.ler had worked there asra ser- .

- -

vant and_also that the Reverand Hans Schmidt had been connectagd wit:h -
- 5

% the ‘church at the same time. The Inspector;was also tqld that Reverend 2

‘e

}!a'ns\ Scl;nnidt: was now preaching lat': St. Jt;seph's Church and so Feurot - :
" closed the interview and immedifitely proceeded to St. Jos'eph's- Church. . _ 7
' . ks Y s
Upon first meeting Reverend Hans Schn;idt‘nInSpect:or Faurot became very . T

. - . ~ »

suspicioug sinee the man appeared quit:e nervou$s.

. Whep Fadrot quest:ioned

him about knowing the murdered girl, Schmidt denied knowing her several \ N ,
‘times. Finally the Inspect:or pulled out a pict:ure of the gir‘}./and A * I tos
L4 o~
Sc’nmidt stll insisced he did not know her, . “ *

\. showed it to the priest.

< e, . e

but Inspector Faurot continued hfs questioning while the p\'iest: became

- .

more and more ﬁefvous\. - ' ,?‘ - . o
When he saw how much the detectives }ltually knew, "hegank t:o a ., o
!
chair and began to weep."” "Yes, I lsilled her, sa d 5°chrdidt: as h
finished crying. "I killed her because I loved er, i~am guilt:y @d I -
WF i T . N - ]
- ) ‘ \ ;
¢ N " .




‘ ‘Reverend Han\sTS?h‘n }

.

B u. . N ) R
- 5. "River Murder Traced to Pfiest‘Who-ngﬁggshszoday,"'Néw York -

- ud °

am ready to pay the pwqalty.

J

. . .

Schmidt then began %o relate the circumstances éurroundingfhfs .

relatioriship with Anna Aumuller. He claimed he had been ordained a
priest in Mainz, Germaﬁ;, in 1904 and in 1909 came to America and
served as an assistanﬁ to Father Braun, the rector at St. Boniface's’

Chuéch. Here he met Anna Aumuller. Schmidt admitted having relations

with the girl while he was a priest at St. Boniface's. ?e explained he
s
obtaineg a marriage license and performed the ceremony himself> 1In

November 1912, he left St. Boniface .and became assistant pastor to the

.

Reveregg Gerard H.: Huntihamm, rector gf St. Joseph's Church, but pe
‘still continued to live with Anna in the apartment at 68 Bradhurst
-

Avenue. Finally, he decided he must kill his "wife," because if dé- i
*

. . » .
. tected\ﬁe would, be excommunicated from the Church. ‘ \

-~

Schmidt confessed that on September 2, 1913, hefégzéxed ‘tfie apart-

“;gh; where Anna Aumiiller was sleeping and slit the woman's throat.* He

-

then carried the body into, the bathroom, placed it dn the bathtub, and s

proceeded to dismember the bbdy with a butcher knife and a saw. Through

-

El
the=aright and early into the morning, Schmidt said he made sever#l trips

v \ .

to the river with 6ackagqs containing parts of, the body. Sope of th? |

. . i
.- pieces were weighed with schist and were wrapped in the blankets, shgets,
pillow and pillowslip that were on the beé. After the mattress was &e-
stroyed by fire, Schmidt stated he strubbed .thé floors of the apartment .

,to remove traces of the blood. He removed-things from the apartment in

.

thé days following the crime, but ‘after the first section of the body
. < -
was discovered, he saié he never, returned. When asked’ about thé¢ dis-

“ sectiom Schrfidt replied: "I studied surgery for several months in " -
A ] .

4

‘ - R

1. — LIS

¢ Times,.15 September 1913, p.
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Germany;" In support ‘of his other, career Schmidt produced a business
- “s o
card inscribed' "Dr. Em2l Moliere, formerly assistant surgeon of the’

Municipal Woman's Hospital, Paris, France, Represent:at:ive of the "

" Chemical Hygiene ‘Manufacturing Cgmpany. n6 . .

“This fact revealed a new.aspect to the murder case. It was, nog

discovered that Schmidt” was in partnership with a Dr. Ernest Arthur

) -

Muret, a man ‘who practiced dentistry under falge credent:ials. Together

they conducted illegal operat:ions, printed their own birth and death
cert:ificat:es/:_and counterfelted mo‘ey. When Dr. Muret was ar,restgq he

cenfessed to the charge of count:erfeit:ing and ajearch of his office

uncovered presses, chemicals, and photographic plates. InsPect:or Faurot

Y

Al
was amazed at what wag uncovered and exclaimed: . ! -

- -
. A

I have seen crazy men who have.tried to make countey-

feits with a pen-and ink and a poor set of tools, but 1

, have never kdown one with the brains-to fit up a plant:
that t;.ould turn out Such high quality imitation money, .

. .o . K

P

&

.
BN 2

When Sdhmidt: was asked of Lthe count:erfeit:ing; he said he was going

K

to use the mordey for ‘social purposés.” He replied: “There are so many
b -

poor and miserable people in the world it would be bet:t:er if fewer.were
' L

-

born. My r?ission was to prevent children from being born to a life'of , -

misery.“,_ He went further in justifying his idees; by saying, "T am a
- . . .
L4 .
believer in Euthanasia. 1 believe that the crippled, t:he diseased,.and

[ i}

all who are suffering beyond remedy from physical or mental t:r'oubles

’1
shoulcr be put to a -painle'ss deat:h.\"8 Schmidt said he planned to,murder

N, - . . .
. = .

- .

.

7. ~"Schmidt: and Mure;/- ct:ed as Coiners,” New thk Times, 24
September 1913, p. 2.~ ' . N
. 8. % "schmidt Brough£ Woﬁ_en to Americh " New York Times, 21 Sept:em-
ber 1913, p. 2. l'c -
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‘ Reverend Hans Schrdt:
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. N N |
leta\n, Priest, Murderer
- | ~ = - N

. ~ 6

’ Yo

- as though the victims died a nat.ural death. .

-

P

. v ‘.
t:he victims and then fill out t:h%deat:h certificates to make it appear ‘-°

-

. Schmidt respo'nded:

2s

When- Father Like J. Evers, t:he Chaplain at the Tombs,lo visited-

B

, .
Schmidt and quest:ione(d' him abou‘t: his reasons for killing Anna Aumuller, \

"I was in love with the girl, and I wanted her to

go t:o-heaven It was necessary to make a sagrifice, and the sacrifice

’
. “

‘had to be consummated in blood in the same manner as Abraham wa% going

to sacrifice Isaac." 3} then asked why he disposed- of the body in the
¥ / b .

.

river, Schmidt explained the sacrifice“must: be consummated in blood and

water so the fragments could go into "clouds of eternity.” At'thls

A

ned as a priest and l.xad_ used false creden- -

point an aLl—out: effort wasgpade by the Cat:h!)lic Church to prove t:hat:.
Schmidt: had never been ordz(a

tials to obt:a.in positions. in various churches

At Schmidt's trial his Dawyer\ent:ered a¢>1ea of ‘guilty but argued

» o4

the Priest was insane at t:he time of the crime¥ Alienist:s 13 for the

defense testified on a family history of, insanity and Schmidt's- father

. was brought over from‘Gemany to testify to his son's unusual childhood

. *

’ b'ehavior .

1 -

4
Didtrict At:torney Ifelehanty tried to disprove Schmidt's '
-

assert:ion t:hat: "t:he peit:y commanded him to commit- the murder." He

showed that in April /1913 Schmidt tried to gecure an insurance policy N

.

9. ¢"Chain of Murders Schmidt's Plan," New York Times, 20 September
1913, p. T. . »
3 ' Crme
The Tombs was the name for the New York City detention ¢enter.
: 3
1. . . .

10.
Tt

"River Murder Traced t:oEPfiest:," .p.

\

e 4.

- %@13

1 unconvinced

s

Psychiat-:rist:s.

.

, .12, - Fat:her Evers asked Schmidt who ordained him and Schmid‘t replied:
‘ "gt. .Elizabeth, Patroh Saint of Hungary."
-, present:ed' records to shot Schmidt: was, never a priest, this writer is L

Although church au thorities

.
. -
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s for $5,000  on Anna Aumuller's life and named himself beneficiary of the
» . . .
* . poliéy.la {#ith this evidence Schmidt was found guilty of murder in the
' ' . ) s
, first degree by a unanimous vote of the jury/ He greeted the verdict N
. . -
with a laugh and said he wanted to’die immediately. > . :
. L . Even\fhough Schmidt was found guilty, his lawyer said he would try
.

.

&
to get..an dppeal. He argued that'Schgidt did not kill Anna, but he con-

fessed to the murder to cover-for someone elsé He argued :hat “Anna’
0

L 4 died of an operatioﬁ and Schmidt dismembeted her-.body to dispose of it

more eaﬁily. T%e first appeal was

efused however, and Justice.M.‘ P

\
I

. . . ¢
-Davis senténced Schmidt to die in the e ctricdphair during the week of

March 23 later before Hans

, 1914, Sgill, it was close ‘to twa y
Schmidt was executed.

\against the former priest and extended’court appeals delayed the inevit-
.

Furtheér charges of counterfeiting were leveled

Eventually, op Feb}uary 12, 1916, Hahs Schmidt was taken to

able‘16
® ~a
- Sing Sing to await execution.' He refused to see reporters, b%t.sent theh
~ - ¥

the following brief poem: : <
Beyond this vale of tears

“There is life above,
Unmeasured by the flight of years;

And all that life, is love.l7 - °

N
14. "Schmidt Purposed to Kill fo'r?;ﬁéy," New Y
.‘tember+1913, p. 3. -

es, 23 Sep-

15. A year later Schmidt wrgte a letter to Assistant District
-Attorney Delehanty stating he "irduced Dr. Muret to perform an operation
‘on Anna from the effects of which she died." ™Hans Schmidt Confesses,"

New York Times, 13 December 1914, p 12. .

T16. At the same time Anna Aumuller was not buried until August 24,
. 1915, after being in.the "1cebox" at the morgde for two Years. Authori-
ties explgined that the body was not buried ,sooner because the head had
not been found. - 'Schmidt's Victim to Potters'Field " New York Times,

25 August 1915, p. 7. o .
17. "Schmidt in Sjng Sing," New York Times,‘12 February 1916,  °
p- 18. N ‘ ot

’
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s girl while she was still alive.

L .

Six day§ later he-was strapped¥in the electric chair. "My last word is
- .

to say good-bye to my dear old mother," he concluded.

. -

A signal was

~ - o . . 1
vgiven and after three shocks the Re\‘r‘e(r%'nd Hans Schmidt was pronounced

dead. - T
- ° v . ° ~ B
An evaluation of thi$ -case ﬁ.eads one to suspect that not every
N ¢ - -
facet of'the crime came out at the trial. Indeed, the role of Dr.-Muret
[ A

.

- I Y
*is puzzling and ong¢ is inclined to believ,e_ he was an accomplice in

v ’

Anna's death. Schmidt's death house assertion that she died of a

botched abortion makes sense when it is remembered that the autopsy

showed the girl had recently given birth to a premaf:ure child. " And'

wf\en_Muret:'s office was searched, a number of obstetrical instruments

and books on gynecology were found. Thus, it seems logical to assume

that Scjmidt, upon being told of Anna's pregnancy, convinced t:he servant

girl to undergo an abort:ion--an operation which Muret had apparent:ly

-~

performed on previous young ladies. When she accidentally died, Schmidt
then panicked and disposed of the‘?rp’se. Police seemed, to show litq.,_e

’ -

interest in .prosecuting Muret beyond ong count “of' counterfeiting (he

s i .
was sentenced to seven years on this chfrge), and Schmidt was left try-
* t 4

Ahg to, defend himself ‘againsql’ti;e _cleim that he had dishembered the

In Schmidt's confession on the ddy of

his exet?t:ion he stated, '"that I am goin‘g to my death not for murder,

but fof'lying. Anna Aumuller really died from the results of an opera-
y-“‘ L 4

VN, - p I8 .
tion “for which T was niorally responsible, and being morallys responsible

I lied in my de£ense ~of i_nsanit:y in order t:hat: I might not drag t:hose

nl8

‘to ruin who t:ook part in ‘the op@ration. One is inclined to believe
. PR

this explanation and conclude that convicting Schmidt of first degr

1 9 g : & - “x:\

"Hans Schmidt: Diesr Today," New York%es, 18. February 1919,
. ."E;.

. 18.
p. 12. .
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. murder--yhile not even indicting Miret——was a miscarriage of justj€e. . )
i ~ In conclusion it would seem that .placing complete blame for murder on ﬂ;
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- GRACE HUMISTON, THE FIRST WOMAN DETECTIVE
. N . )
41 ) ‘ ) by Tim McCar P
. . .
? ¢
On July 18, 1948 a small’articdiffappeared in the New York Times
.
entitled, "Mrs. Humiston, 77, Crime Lawyer, Dies. The paper in a few e
' short paragraphs, summarized the life and career of Hrs. Mary Grace ':01
. Humiston, crusgading 3 er and sleuth extraordinary. The ady, like her . P
obituary, has 1 ofgotten, but at the height of her.career
I - .

. highly regarded that one reporter referred to her as ‘Mrs.

dugzgg_ﬂgglé War{ I she was one Pf the most respected and influential v

. .
> & -
womeft in the city of New York a erhaps in the entire state. For at
: ’ N - .

a time in our nation's history when everyone had more than their share

of troub1é§ Grace Humistqn dedicated herself to the cause of others

who needed hef help desperately. Her prowess as a detective was so
©

Sherlock

.

Hdines." gewildered, frightened underdogs were her clients and justice

was her. guiding light. However, she was also an ardent crusader who -
. e £ Y t

worked feverishly to wipe out vice and vorruption, even to the*point of
sacrificing her oém gareer. As her life story reveals, she should be -

remembered a$ Mr§: Humiston the Wwoman, as well ag&the detective, for she-
dedicated herself to figﬁ%ing for th improvement of conditions which
2]

v

were prevalent in her day and odrs.

“Born in Greenwich Villdge, New. York City, in 1871 Mary Grace
v
Winterton was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adoniram Judson Winterton.

-~ . — -

’ ket
Mr. Winterton was a well-to-do nerchant who engrained .into his daughter

the extreme upright morality of the Baptist-“faith, Following her gradu-

.\

ation:from Hunter College in 1888, Grace Winterton taught for several .
-y »>

bl

-

LRI

-

.
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v

. . » . .
People's Law Firm, which was intended for the less wealthy ‘clients.

. - .. ¢ :
years at a school in New York City. Diskatisfied with the teaching

profession she attended classes at the New Yorks Evening Law School,

where she graduated seventh in het class in 1904. For a while she

worked as a clerk ‘in the Legal Aid Society, but upon e'nt:er;tng ‘the bar

. . e
in 1905 she was instrumental im founding a law office known as the

"Prom the Very beginning the People's Law Firm récei}cﬂ’m'any reports

of missing pe tsons who were discovered to be working in lumber camps in
T to

the South whidh produced raw turpentine. Suspecting some sort of en—‘
. . -

slavement o workers, Miss Winterton was anxious to investigate these

1] ] - -
Southern lumber camps. During 1906 and 1907 she disguised herself and

observed many of the camps ‘close up. She discovéred these .camps re- °

“cruited unemployed men from big cities in the North to work in th& camps.

PRI . REEERAN ’

‘Once down South, hoﬁever, the vohfntféer;’ workers were virtually made

.

slaves and not permitted to return. home, Her findings led “to an eicposé .
to return hon

of t\:hese condittons and res:zsll‘.ted ir: t:he.outzlaw of such practices.,
Not 1onge aft:é%r t:his,‘ Grace Winterton toured several foreign'coun-
trieg while invest:igat:ing't:he" gc:ivities Of steamship companies which
- - . R . ,
luréd peasants te America in an_attempt to gain their Ship=fares. . During
a st:.ay in Lima, I"eru, she married Howard Humiston, one of her colleague§
in the People's Law Firm. Once‘ back vin the United St:at:es the Humistons

<

L] .
set:t:led downm—to housekeeping, but Mrs. Humist:on was soon deeply involved -

in ‘her work. She accept:ed the case of Gennaro Mazella,l sent:en'ced to -

die An Sing Sing Prison in August:, 1915, for the murder of a girl named

g .
- e

Erea Cast:ig’la(lo. An acquict:al was finally gained by Mrs. Humist:on

> ¢ i

. .
N [

1. &180 referred to as Gennaro Mazzella.

-

2. *"Two Sen%enc‘ed to Die," New XYork Times, 29 June 1915, p. 9.

.
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.
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v oot from the New York Supreme{urt which saved Mazella from the "zeath . \
A . 5

. ' 3 .
) . . 2 penalty. . — \ N -

“s . . & As'Mrs. Humiston's fame as a lawyer grew, it%attrécted the "atten-
. . . . - -

o tion ofsmady people throughouf New York state. Ome such person was ?
. . - - — |~

- / Spefiger Miller, ‘Deputy Warden of Sing Sing. Miller felt she was the ) P °

~ | . only one who~could prove the insocence of convict Charleé F. 'St:ielow, - ~

& an illiterate farmer condemned todie 2§ the elect:ric chair for adouble : -

i V- .

4 -
N erder. Following a meeting with Miller on July 4, l§15 Mrs. Humist:onw =

<~
came to agree with Miller on the innocence of Stielow and imediatelzy , /

. - ° . . : * . t 3 -
set about to clear. him. . S ” -

~

Stielow had worked for a wealthy farmer mamed Charles B. Phelps of ’ v

¥~ T ) i . . .‘_', -

est Shelby, Orleans Countz, in t:he west:ern part of the state. On the

. -, ) . * 4
’ v : / night of March 21 Phelps was shot to death-in the kitchen “of his, home b
W87 : .
: p during an apparent robbery o’f his house. Miss Margaret woicotc, rne’]:_@ ' .
! housekeeper,—was found dead the next morning om t:he doqrst:ep of Charles ‘, .
Stielow's house, which was directly across.Bhe road from Phelps home.a ’ ¢
° - Police began to search the count:y for the murderer after, beipng summoned ‘ DS "
] . v
\ Iy .
t\o t:heﬂscene of the.crime, but not unt{l two weeks later wefe St:ielow el -~ _
- r
M : « and h brot:her-in—law Nelson Green5 takén—into cust:Gdy. The two con‘- \ ; - -,
- F Coe fessed ehey had killed Phelps and hi,s h0usekeeaper when they at:t:empt:ed t:o ) .
roy t:he ma\}; TOn t:he basis of t:hese confessioné t:he two men were t:ried v’ .
h & \‘ . ‘ .
- Lz 3.. Only one short: art:icle on the case was found- . . K e . '
P s 4. "Confess Double -Murder," New York Times, 24" ApriL 1915 p. 7. . ) R . - e
. ) - . .
v - 5. Some art:icles listed Green as Stielow's nephew. . : . P !
. ’
' e ’ 6. The written confession obt:ained by, the <d§§g'g,tives in charge .
N v was not ‘signed. Stielow later -told NDeputy Warden'Miller he was innocent ’ Y
‘ ? . . and had agreed to the confession only in order to end a t:hird degree ) o . -
‘ , int:errogat:ion he, endured 'for two dayss' N RV Ve 3 .
, r e v 0 * Lo = .- ’ ) S
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murder and Stidlow was condfmned to death whilé Ereen got life

.

LI ’ ¥

.‘r\ R

Due,to an examination by a psychiatrist which revealed: Charles
. /
.. Stielow possessed the mind of a seven—year—gld,\Mrs. QUmiston was con<

[ -,

vinced of the worthlessness of the-confession.7 Although the case .

dragged on into 1916 she never gave up hOpe,qnd constantly fought for

- -

reprieves of Stielow s, death sentence while searching for the real

killer.8 {These)reprieves gave her time to investigate a report of a

visit by a peddler to the Phelps house on the night of the murder, whom
L 4

she suspected to be Orleans €ounty junk dealer I

ng King.9 In the

presence of Mrs. Humiston, police detectivés, and leg

" admitted he and Clarencé 0'Connell, an Auburn Prison convict, were re-
. .

sponsible for the murders of Charles Phelps and Margaret Wolcott.,

' .

‘Although the two were/arrested for the double homicide, many still

of fered $3000 and an eventual pqrdon by Governor Whitman to

ake °the

~

“bléme. % The two were again in riminated,
\

Charles and Laura Laskey:,O'annell's landlords at the time of the

wmurders.” They stated 0'Connell had been out with a buggy on the night

hough, by thegtestimony of

.

- L4 - “ .
of March 21 and lafer had ‘shot his horse with a bullet which matched the

' ’; 7. .The psychiatrist determined the accused man had a vocabulary of
only 150 words However, the confession contained over 350 words.

8. One'such reprieve came on §u1y 29, 1916 less than an hour be-
,fore Stielow was to be executed,_when Mns. Humiston provided State Su-
preme Court Justice Charles L. Guy with evidence of the identity of the
true killer. . . -

/ A

s - -

9. Appears also as Erwin King.

~ -

10. "King Now Retracts Murder Confession,“ New York Times, 15
August 1916, P 5.

L) - )
L4

officials, King -

- o
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. two .22 caliber slugs found in CHarles’Phelps’ A Grand, Jury ]

body. 11

' . trial in December of 1917 failed to indict Irving King and Clarence
R 2 ot T -

) 0'Connell of murder and nothing definite was decidedyl?' ©

* ) N . oo - K

Governor Whit:man had connnut:ed ﬁtielow s .death sentence to life

- or

prisonment in late 1916. Wit:h an undecisive .verdict the only result

o

1 . of the 1917 Grand Jury investigat:ion of the Stielow case, the. Governor

" Suds urged by members of the Jury to drop charges against: "Stielow and
o

N I B l * N LN . \ )
- and Nelson Green of all charges. The next day Charles Stielow, Z'aft:er

: . t:hxee\agonizing years, in prison and seven’ last‘minute’reprie'ves from:

’

the electric chair, left Sing Sing and tried to salvage his life. His

> ~ N ]
story remaing dn unfortunite example of the shortcomings of the American

N
~ « . . .

1ega1 syst:em. T ’ P A

ThroughOut: the long period St:ielow was await:ing an acquit:t:al,, Mrs,

. N rﬁuﬂ,ston beca.me engaged in, another cage whiqh, like the. Stielow case,
b wa

s to, be one of her most: import:ant:.‘ Seventeen—year-old Rut:h Cruger had

LI
gone to pigk up her ice_skat:es which wereQ being sharpened at a nearby

> ' R .
N ( - shop in New York~ =Cit:y on February 13 ~1917. By 7 p.m. -Ruth had nog re-

o i t:urned and ‘her older sister’ Helen phoned qthe aut:ho::it:ies.13 Police

- f -~
N . > searched the motorcycte shop of Alfrede Cocchi where the Cruger girl was
» - - T

> gaid to have taken her‘skates, b:t she was not there. They ascertained ~
& <o

~ she ‘had picked up ~the skat:es and left t:he shop.
~ ~ " ~

- . ~4 R ‘l ~ N * . » S ~-
s . . 11. "Qpeh New Fig"nt: to Save Sgielow, New York- Times; 28-September
1916, p. 7 ° e "

st - ~. _ Y N

o ’Fu ther fesearch failed to reveal whethér or not the. two were

The last reference to them.after t:he trial stated

- 12.
- 0'Connell wag still in ‘Auburn Prison for shoot:ing a man and King had

Meanwhiie, Henry Cruger

! " ever found guilty.
-~ A

T . s A -
L : Voe 13.  The girl's father, Herry D. Cruger, ‘a public accouptant, vas
in Boston on business at the time. ~ A .

~a ~

Greens, Einally, on May 9, 1918, Whitman exonerated Charles F. Stielow -

disaiSpeared : N N ~

E
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; had hired several private detectives in an e_ffort to locate his missing
’ . .
* daughter. * . 3 . 0 "
5 ’ s . . A Lot . . -
) Three days after the disappearance of the *girl Mrs. Xlfredo Coc%&i -
Ed ’ - . R . . . * N L I’
* reported her husband waspalso. missing. He had closed his shop éarly on ‘
. s " e \ ’ :
the afternoon of the 13th and didn't come home until 10'00 p-m. e 5’.5};\. .

\‘,

next morning he borrowed five dollars from hig wife and she hadn't seen-

nim since. %There\ accompanied Mrs..Cocchi s statement literally hundreas N

of reports by people claiming to have seen girls fitting Ruth Cruger 8

.\

description over the’preceeding few weeks.

Several storigs yere receiVed

that a girl and a man had entered a taxicab together near Cocchi)s"

around 3:00 o'clock on the dayQof the disappearance. Henry Cruger
.came infuriated by a theory of the police suggesting his daughter
D J -
-

~
be-

elopeo

~

and he stiil mévzin.tained she was kidnapped. T ‘ \ , -
During ;he following month Mrs. Humisgon read about the case with \ v i

* mild interest. She 4greed to make an’ invesoigz;tion fgr the Cruéer family? ~.‘Y -

- a . < : ' .
only when she was urged to do so in Ap.ri.l by Mrs.. Felix Adler, a rich. \\ . ¢ ~,
New_Ybrk socialite. Lik:e Mr. Cruger, she.dismissed the police's id;a of ' i

a elppemenc. But, as she later told reporters, 'I somehow felt : . Ruth(~ - \/ Lo ‘
* ‘ - 4

had been mufdered . . therefore, I went to work first to find the poor ‘

N .

girl s body and then Yo discover how she met death nld " ; - ’ N "o

All through the montly of‘May Mrs. Humiston and the private detec-- ) i
- . .

.

:ives in her employ looked in vain for’ clues concerning the whereabOuts

of t%girl.. Eventually they received information from seve al n eigh—

bors who swore they observéd Cocchi, nervous and cdvered with dirt,
[y

2

* leaving the basement of his shop laté on the nights of Februgry 13 and

v 14. " A story related to her by Mrs.. Louise LaR&e, a client, finelly_
- . v -
14. , "Mrs. Humistdn, the WOman Who Shamed_ Police in the Ruth Cruger
- _Murder Case," New York Times, 24 June 1917, Sec.»VIII, p.~1. f
. >
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. Grace™Humuston, The Eurst Woman Detective. . 81
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! C}!cc i's cellar /for the girl's body. ° . 7.

band of white slave traders After escap

her lawyer of, seeing two other girls, plus the boay of a dead girl, . : n

which she believed to be the %orpse of Ruth (‘Zrug',er(.'l6 - L4 ‘ .~ af
Alfredo Co'cchi s wife‘,."however,‘ rngsed to allow':grs. Huu}is‘ton to T N

,, exam’;:e the baseme:trof the shopy but the woman sdon sold the shOp and ' T 4 ‘

the new owner gladb: gave the ];(ady detectiye' permission :p dig up t_lL ) ' | . .

On Jﬁne-l6'workers revealed a section of the wooden cellar ;i ' .
' . 2

floor, previously covered’ by a chest of drawers which had been cut out.

cellar.

Likewise, a section of the underlying concrete floor had been remoyved.

‘s . L .

Digging through “five ‘feet of dirt, alothing, and motorcxc_le parts,’ , . .
..

“ ' .

%4 workers found the body of Ruth Cruger’ wrapped in a sheet ‘of rubbet)‘:" The

An autopsy showed Jherskull Bad been crushed’lby a heavy object. Death

-/ » .

%as caused by a knife wound’ found in the abdomen which extended to the <v R

. ‘ ‘ * -
body was completely clothed, and two gieces of nine-foot rope Were tied

(around her gnkle.s and waist, presumably to. lower her into t‘h’erhole. 7

> . 0y
» spinal column.l-s. '-l‘wo days aft,er/'th‘is discovery policemen found a trép—

= doomCocc-hi had cut in th& floor of the back royn in his shop. They

i

.

3

Al

0

15.
"June 1917, p. 3. .

-

\
N

»
"Mrs. LaRue, Tells o\f Drug an%l(idnappers," New York Times,,26

>

4

-

.

, .

4
thedrized he had killed Ruth Cruger here and drogped the I)Ody through ) -

16 This story was found by police to have been takén almost
exactly from a novel by swg_,gohmer ‘entitled The Insidious Dr. Fu-Manchu, )

- -
. .

.which was a favorite of Mrs. LaRu‘ v > -

17. - "Fiad: Ruth Cruger Burie{d/.in' Cellar of Cocchi's Shop," New York' :
'Times, ],7 “une‘1917 Sec. I, p,. . ‘ o - & ) g

L )18. "'Ripper ‘s’ Mark
18 June 1917, p. 1:

-

' ";‘3
EMC A
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: the tfapdoor into the cellar below.19 . . )

- PN * - ! 1
¢ . . o | Prior to -&s, Gocchi was found llving with his parencs in Bologna,

» ' o®

e ' * Italy. The escape of 2 prime suspecc to another coun_try, and the fail-

. e
.+ uredto find the body in a basement- detectives supposedly chjcked left é
_many questionf to be answeregi by the poliice department, Police Commis- ‘ N
( - . . ' . 'sioner Arthyr Woods inmediately launched an inVestigation into. the . ) . N
N - possibility of police corrupcion. Inﬁ:rmation‘repeived by the D-istr"ict ' . ' .
) - : . Accorne,y s office told”of ‘a‘numbes of policemer: who wene seen in conver- v a . o
; , — -

sation with Cocchikat his shop. It was learned Cocchi took bets on- v L

~ ~ R
3 / . - . ‘ »
/ .g ¢ . horse races at hi’s motorcycle shop. 1In,addition’, it waslbelieved he . ‘
4

[y
. . - "

had acted as a colleccor of graft for motorcycle policemen in a system
. » iy ) o I
. 1 Y ’ \fl " ||20 d . L g

s 4 s % knownt as the monkey-wreni:h game. Because of ‘this investigatiém, .
; s - , ., . ~ ° ) -
' “ % four policemen were suspended for’ taking bribes. » Y .

\ ‘ . ~ . )
. - . ‘ . . $: . . . . . '

. - v N , ﬁeaxg?iie, federal authorities were making futile attempts o ex~ ) g

L tradite Alfredo Cocciii f-ro;\n custody ia ’Izaly Due to a statdtelof the . .
. . ¢ " « N .
R Italian ‘penal code fo’rbiddihg the extradition of subjects wanted for . :

s/ _— , -
crimes comxzxittea in foreign countries, ché Italian governmenc ‘refused . .
. . - ’

~ ' to release Cocchi to U. S officials. The request was denied\%'n after . *

. ’

kX
%
2
.

- ' zPresident Woodrou Wl‘lsoh asked for his return co America. Nevertheless, @ ‘o A o
. . ‘

.7, a Cocchi confessed t/)th murder.of Ruch Cruger while in an Italian prison ‘

. ’ s . -

3 : ' ;_He told aut 4 e tried to kiss her when she came back for her
‘ . . . - . “‘ -}\ - . '. '.- - ¢
s - skates, but she témpted to ¢scape. Angered by this, he struck her
. "\ .‘,‘:&l § - ; R /;. . ‘. .\, [
- S&Z -19.  The, jonly éntragce to the ¢ shop was by a flight of stairs located.: .
rumint iy 'w--“*‘—‘i'n‘-fmtsof'—aneﬁ‘—building-ﬁ Ihds ameant to..bury the body in the cellar . N
. ! Cocobt would have had td carry the body out§ide and down the steps. In- . N

stead, he was forced to saw a hole in the floor. - . ~ F : '

* - . L)

¢ . -
. . ‘. 20'. This wis_a method of grafe. in which drivers gaught for speed- - -
e, ing who wanfed ¢ avogid the consequences were told by policemen to go
: to Cocchi's rephit shop and purchase a "monkey wrench" for.$5,-510, $20, . * . %
¢ Ve depending on the officer.’ ‘ :

_E




-

83

LEN

3

’

N
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‘t. , . N
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across the Head with a woqy&m log g’ Also in his confession

.y .

he claimed

to, have left hbme after the murder and Spent two days’and a night at
' a
; H
the home of.a priest in New York City, who was later identified as
. e s
Father .Gaspar Marretto When his confession was cOmpleted

-

' .
-

portegly-told thbse arbund him that: P
e
t PN Anuﬂzerpowering attraction ;or the young woman ‘seized N
' me. t happened afterward seems like a dream. . . . In “
view of the facts which have been presented, it must be

£occhi re- N
.

true I dttacked and killed, her.

But God help me, I dida't

mean to.

My will

ower could not resist anymore.

elieved.,

I have freed myself from a

: ' At lastyI feel

y

uighgmare which tortured my conscience.
everything, and I am ready to suffer any penalty 23

Now I have told

e

A trial was Fnsticuted in June, 1919, at Bologna concerning the’

» charge of murder against “Cocehi.

During the trial he claimed his wife

»

‘/‘\

. confessing,

had actually killed the girl and he was only trying to prot her by
v ¢
The court dismissed this as aflast try to save himseti

-

Finally, on October 29, 1920, Alfredo Cocchi was ‘convicted of ‘the first

R
* degrée erder of Ruth Cruger and was sentenced to twgnty-seven yeg;é

zmprisonment in Italy.~

criminal asshult, falsifying passports, and false enrollment in, the

military service"

- N g

. .

~

>

-

A

Although she modestly denié¥‘her .parg ‘in the case, the total credit

was bestowed upopn Mrs. Hufiistofi. ‘During a newspaper interview she

»

\

emphatically renounced tHe title of "Mrs. Sherlock Holmes" by commentingi <.
o - . 3

>,
v .
-

' te

21.

"Cocchi Confesses Killing Cruger Cirl “in a° Jealous Rage," B

Philadelphia 'Inquirer, 24 June 1917, p. 1.
N

A

K

RN

‘ .

‘2
In addition, he was charged with attempted ) ‘l
€ .

June 19

3.

.

3 1 o\ s
New-tork-Times;—26
h———— -

1] 2

< 22. ,.,;?cchi Tells How He Slew Ruth Cruger,f
17

v '3 .

¢
p. 1. . “

23.

"Cocchi Confesses,

24, "Gocchi Convicted Gets %7 Yedrs," New York Times, 30 October
1920, p. o. " . e
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. 4 : - - e 'l T T h
LT . * ‘ .
. WL "I never reaggherl@ck Holmes.. I Afact, I am not a believer in deduc- , * *
N - », ', - ~ . . . ’ .
. ‘ o, ! tion. Common,sense and pérsistence will always solve-a mystef{y. You
- . . ¥

)

= z
° RN . -~ never need theatricals nor Dr. Watsons- if you stick to a\case.“zs ! ' <
DO « .t » -
v - 4 .
. T 4Sti11, Mrs, Humiston was convinced_Rﬁt'h Cruger had been a victim

~

t _— . A ( of.a white slave organization and so she dedicated herself to -tha pro- " :

. . tecn&on.of the‘ young girls in New York City and the "destruction of . \
I~ t v

R ) N immoralit» ffered a job'as a Deputy Assi’stant District Attornez #n - & ce

o June,. 1917, &\e refuse:l in favor of an unsalaried appqintment as a
. ! ) special \inve\tigatbr under Police Commissioner Wqods. Acting in this - * | )

)
. - . official ppst §he 4nvest§gated repo?ts of m1ssing girls until her dis--
] .
. .. °
missal in De&ber- Her re 1 é)t this time, though, *wag, the»estab—

fment _of an organiza,tion s alled the Morality Leagua of America. ’ !

was intended t-o dist:ri nformation r‘e;a}ding the white slavg. . : .

) ) n;.!rket and to look into tales of immdrality. ’Under thé 1eadqr»ship of a-

. I3
A} . . . v

LA . ,\\ . .-
: \ " group of promi«nent New'Yvork citiz€—s', large sums of money were acc LSy v

T -
- ‘.
& -’

1 BN
A - “® lated in an accouat called the Ruch 'Cruger E(t?ergenéy Fuhd, whichswas t9. Lt AN
K . = .

. . ] ! 2R PRV U v
o, - 'support Mrs. Humiston in'her"hunt for missing ?omen. < - - L e
! ., - . - \ . R ;? p - 1' - 4- ¢
oo . e When asked to speak at a didner for the Women I:‘gers Associat-ion - - 0
’ o Novembeg 15 -1917 her zeal 1n condemning immoralit§ proved t',o hu‘rt e

R {

e . \
L her high‘ly-held image and//gnal'ed the downfall of he‘r jreer. In her’ ® ' i

< ’ . - address she mad'e the following accusation.s a&ainst -the United States el .
. . ) . ~ I ,,r . . .
t : . . Asmy: . * P 7 Fa A . DR a , " . ! s
. " : L Y Ao » v 2 .

. ? & -

. "\ From sta't&stics I have gathered I cag say at at one ' ’,\))

. . of our big camps there are ‘600 girl® who aré’ gbout to be- ')‘, v

“. '- — mothers who have_no husbands. - At Camp Upton located. '
N - T apm”mmWKWmmmm

' . " ‘ of these l-rttle mothers are dead.26 .. R \ e -

- . » , . - " ' °
N . - .
« * .“‘r . N s 4.

» 25. "urs. Humiston the Woman Who Shamed Police," Sec. VIII P ;ls ) e ’
- ' '

, o 26. "Camp s §cory Sque'lchéd " New York Tin , 16’November 1917, % o :
' 5 - o . p. 1. ! S . "E . ) ‘ ‘{ K -

. .

. : 2L U /' - D B

1

.
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% ¢ .
he Beight of Americar involvement in .
+ - N

4
These allegations came at ts{xe

N

-~

can pi¥tblic alike. -

owledge of .such conditions.

¢

?

.

.~:

.

« the War in Europe and thus were very unpopular with the Army and Améri- J
\ o ) .

0.

Upon being informed of the charges made ‘against his camp afid men,

.

.

Y

» l

C p Upton's Comgander Major Genex‘al J. Franklin Bell repudiated any’

1]

An inquiry into Mrs. Humiston's accusa-

t:ions was soon enacied r};y Yhe Army: .She was asked by Raymond B. F9sdick,

.,

By v ,
¢« ‘cfaifman of t:he Counnir.t:ee on Army, Momls, to present the evidence she
.9

-

te

«

claimed to posseés before A cdmittee in Washir\gton..D C.

wag never mide p.uhlic and the inqpiry yas dropped

) -whiév(i;:d S0 ofcen supposted hex wbrk m“the ‘past, dismissed her claims -

> .

by suggesung she was

rumors 1nte’nded t:o weaken An?erican pat:r].ocism.2

»

Bad

hEd

@

“

This evidence

The Nev/ York Tifmes,

%"emg ’unwit{ingly’ used by German spies to. ci&cﬁ:lste JL

°

[

. )

: ' <
S

)

From t:his point on- race Hum,ston was pnly given spoﬁadic newspaper

coverage ’and was usually pictugred as an eccentric anachronism Her’

attempt-to form a' social club for ’neighborhood youths resulted in ‘her -

- ‘@ arrest for operating a dance hall withoue a lioensg

Dur ing t:hex 1920s

~““she crusaded against: 41}ega1 night crdbs and' elaimed they received

-

police prcu:ect:}pn; again her al]\ega;iens were i.gnored by a publ'lc that

~e,

saw .Erohibit:ion as not:hing moze than a.minor inconvenience. - . A

N,

1
,.‘)Even though neys‘papers make dnly minot "raferences«to her careér
o

EN 4

R afﬁer l.92§, it wocld probabJ be a mistake to a'ssume Mrss Humist:on was

. not act:ive. . Also, it: shOuld be not:e'd that her life was not enpi'fely

centered around her work

- L S

’.

Once asked by /

Vo

.

“

5

report:ér if she preferred

s
-~

-t

o

S

:her‘profeSSi‘on over homs Iife she replied:

.

2
[

. "' .

s

.

ey

L 4

. n - »
.prrefer hope--possibly, .

-

. . " v f,
-.;na_g‘so?ndsf‘old—fashioned?. Well, to me tfiere‘s nothing 1ike my ° S
¥ . b . -

27~ "Acgcusations Made in %st:e," New York Times, 19 November l917 .
10 ' Ty . :

Aruitoxt provided by Eic
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. “ oy - home"" .She was extremely devoted to her husband Howard an_d fer o .
. s . . ' » .9 '
t . AR friends and associates. Jespitse the fact that women lawyers were a -
-~ ° w ' . . s B B [
\ 4 rarity in her day and agey her personal life helps to show why shg re- -
el d . . \ . .
. . ]
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@ - ’ . s v . 4 \ N
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\ . THE MURDER OF RED CASSIDY -
RN .

* 4
*~ by Vicki Kant -

. N . . e L. -
' L . :
N N . N - .
‘ A » ‘. . - . (R ’
& N 0y 3

. . . .
7 \h Although the 1920s in Amexrica dre sometimes referred to as the "Dry

C e . ' ) o ) Y
Decade,"” in reality the period was a° "sopping wet farce."! Prohibition,

. . - . -

. that “noble experiment," “was undeminég by a thirsty@ublic ¢kept su’pplieﬂ . ' oY

g - '
N N

. / / by bootle;ggers who smuggled alcoholic beverages -to night clubs fn every

major city. ""Blind pigs,_' ‘as bars were sometimes”called, ended up a§
" .

. social gathering places maﬁé all the more attractive because they were

illegal. JHere soc1alites and gangsters mixed easily, as’ "thousands Q)'f >

! speakeasies spangled the city like dandelions in 'sprsingi R g .

~ - —-——-———--One-ef-ehe—beeeer-known speakeasies iHew—YoPk City éat leest—to— —

- . .
. police) was the Hotsy-—Totsx Club,an establishment pat‘tialiy owned by < - ¢

. ‘ gangsters a\:.q one tha.t. attracted various’ underworld fi:gures. It was

. . here on July 13 1929,/ thasﬁyﬂ];; Red" Cassidy, a smal\L zime hoodlutﬁ, ’

i

’ - and Siinon Walter, an ex-'convict “ere shot to death in a beer brawl
’ By ‘ A < c_, .

‘ which in a. sense vividly portrays the t-emper of times. : ' . v

- On the night of this doub.le slaying the club was doing a brisk
- business as usual At 3: 145 a. m., Red Ca.ssidy, a. well-known beer gunner, D

. . o . -

R - L S along with jhis Brother Peter and a,few othersg staggered into the club . »

= A,

\

'_after they had been drinking el}sewhere-.3 At one énd ~ the bar a group . )
o - . : | [ . -

) . '6 L - ‘ . L - N
B !‘ ]

v O

s

=

v fi - N

Ve - R 1S Fa/ul S, the Tawless Decade (Neﬁ_w Crgwrn‘ GBTIShets; "
1957), p. 7. . "%, ] E : X “ s !
3 - <

‘2. kenneth )\llsop, The Bootleggers and- ’lheir Era (New Rochelle,
- N.Y.: Arlington House, 1968), Pt 32 R . M - B

¢/ »

o P
. . 3 "’fwo Shot to Death in Night Club Raw," New York Times, 14 July
) ' ' 19?9, \p 208 L s . :, -~ B ) ]
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v, abdomerb, and one in the groin. H‘was consoious briefly

A Tee * . L. N *

n : ) " ! - ‘ * i
- v H L
. s . ¢ ,
- L. - .
CoIee - N .

Qf\ menks‘at drin%in‘g beeF. Peter Cassidy weat td the counter and

"asked

v for "service by banging on the bar witb his ham-hock fists and shouting

o

'C'mort you punk_s\give me some goddamn, serv:i.ce. " A group of mén at the

N ! )
' ) ” -
,,tc'eher en’ of the, bar were "annoyed with LassNy's rudeness and stood up

Ber ey i . N

to d%f'end the bartender.. It was’ then that Petertﬁ‘\as‘sidy "made diSparag’- ’

,ing remarks" about one man's ability as a boxer and shouted

"Where &
comé from the middle name is f‘lght.“5 Simon Walker, who was

seated, o
. ; a \E’\K{

the far sidé of the club started toward Peter Cassidy &tith his pistol

\ 3 . N ©

! )

drawn, but Red Cassidy jumped up and grabbed dhe g_un., More words were -

excHanged between the’ two *groups, then almost instantly 'the small bar-
. P R

s

room roared with a fusillade-of shots" and.\forty patrons‘ 'rushéd outside .

- - : . 2 . -

e . s . . ‘ . “
to escape the battle./ , “" o v e 8

- ~ R s ‘ ’ ..

The polfceavrived several mmutes .later and fought to quieti the ,

s -

crowd that had gather’ed in front “of the club.

R cinside they feusd thipt'y—eight year old Simon Walker shot t50 death and
) . . . ‘-:\.\ N

thirty year old Pe?er\(:a.ssidy, redoubtable brawler,'

>

When they fin’glly got:

wounded from a-

bu.llet that had grazéd tbe top.s of his head Réd Cassidy had already
U/

Jbeen rushed to the Hosp\h:‘al with three bullets im his head,’ “one in the

/ o
Q fives attempted to questign him "his only response was a curse.’ w6 pe

.

Pdlice rounded up \twenty-fivéf peopl‘e

¥ @ = - -

as possible witne‘sses ar{d seven were held for" furth* questioning Also,

Yy e " -

died approximately one‘hcmr later.

».k\

t when detec- [

4.,

N

»

5

thirty bottles.of ale, one\half keg of béer and one half bottfe.,of

_'~

-

-
v

31

0 whiskey were coﬂnf’

‘ A

-~

ed from ~the ‘i:lub.

e

. lv Jay, Robert Nash, Bloodletters and Badmen (New York
. ana Company,*‘r973), p. 136. ° s

M.

5. '"Twp Shot to Death in Night Club Row, p.’ 20. ot

Ibid. = - ce A -
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On July 16, 1929, Red Cassidy's funeral was held~at the Calvary
1, #. -

-

6emetery.

trimmed coffin.
“r

- » ~,

and /fifty_cars filled’with mourners folléwed the white hearse as At

‘2
2

paraded through £he’ gangster's home territory.

His body was carried from his home in a solid br&nze,’s\ilver
- h

e *

Y

. . - (- - ~ .
Three carloads of flowers were sent to Cassidy*s mother

"

"About a dozen detebtix;es

L

K

[

rattended the serwices, with glances darting from face to face® as ey
)

:‘- ,

looked for gunmen and under wokld charact:ers. ,7 I;eter Cassidy was un-

. able tod attend ‘fhe service becausé "He wa§ being held as a ma,perial wit-

54 - -

stood nearby. 8 - ) . !

A-few days later John (Legs) Diamond, notoriou§ gunmah ,and 'parf

. ‘ .
' W the Hotsy-Tatsy Club, along with Charles’ Entratta, his body
. .3 N
guard, were both indicted for first degree mu.rder. Police Comissipner
~ n .
this will serve as a messa'ge tQ
nd

Whaley who issued the order declared:

7
° gangdom %a*c the pol?.ce will give them no quarter. However, both men\‘".
eluded p&ice, and it was not until late %gust ,that Chicago police
. ¢ . 7 o 3
. found\Entratta hiding out, with his wife Anna. As Etitratta was led awa)’

‘e he as%his ,wife for money to buy ciga.rettes “and ‘she- casually pulled

i
s -

= out a roll of monby worth ‘$1, 200 and handed her husbanﬁ a ope dollay . -

"bill. When questioned neither Entratta Jor his wife

.

Eould discuss® the
. ‘murder" uniess police supplied positive proof that he wa

$ evé,n in New

~ -

»

‘.

[

q K
PAFulText provided by ERIC

s

PRORS

\ 2
. -

7." "Bury. Beer Runner “in Gangland Pomp," New York Tfme%-;"’l] ﬂuly «

1929, p. 27.% Police admirted they did ,no't find 'anyone; "although there *
evere a,few 'bad eggs at the funetal .~~..~! and pointed t;o(,limousines

with drawn shadea . A Lo T -

, . g » . o

8. Ibid. - ~o , e .

<, 97 “Police Arrest 81 in Midtown Raid,™ R'ew York Times, 21 July
1929, p. 8. K . ‘. F ¥ A

L
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‘. ‘ . . .
3 ] N \ 10 ~
3 . York,the n{ghQ‘of July. 13.7" Police’'had even less luck getting infor- :
’ mation from Legs Diamond. It wasn't until well into March that hé\gi:i
. . . . ‘«
>

. . . A .
himself up, marching into the station house and announcing to James
N ‘. K > ) o
Donnelly, a New York detectiver "I hear you want me. Well I'm here to

surrender:"1l He would not answer any questioms.
. ‘ ’ .
Then on August 25, 1929, "thrée of the men who saw murders in the

Al
Hotsy-Totsy* Club when. the dawn of .July 13 was enfeebling. the lights of

-

3roadway « . « ' were reported dead.12 Hymie Cohen, the entertainment

v

. mahager of the club, one unknown waiter, and a waiter identified ‘as

Y

"William WOlgastf were the victims.  Commissioner Whalen sarcastically

. -

- > \
sgated that Cohen apparently saw the entire murder from start to finish,
and when the argument got louder '"the vigilant Cohen, in an effort to

keep, the picturesque language from the tender ears of these t& be found

9n a speakeasy at 3 a.m., o;déred:the orchestra to play up."13 His
: . "

death,_along withvthé others, made Entratta's eventual trial a farce.

«

On August 28, 1929, Charles Entratta, better known as “Charlie
Al ] -

Green" among sNew York racketeers, was arraigned before, Judge Mulqueen.

His trial opened in early February and Assistant District Attorney

Iy

William B. Moore claimed the murde;ENGEre'not thg result of a feud be=

N

tween midtowri beer runner?, but were due’'to a "sneering remdrk'' made by

Petep Cassidy to Ruby Golastein, a boxer and witness to the double kill-

ing.' This was,ali supposition on Moore's part, and proving h%s.théory

p. 10.°

11. "Diamond Gives Up in Cabaret Murders," New York Times, 1

’ A

& 4

<

March 1930, p. 29.

12. "Murder Witnesses Slain, Sdys Whalen," New York Times, 27

August 1929, p, -29.

5 -
Ky

“

¢

(.

PN

JRAN

\

Y

10. "Entratta Seized in Chicago," ew York Timeg, 25 August 1929,

te

a

}3.“&"Murder \litnesses Slain," p. 29.
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~ t 2
stein's, and Peter Cabsidy stated that he was too drunk to notice who

" hip pogket. The doorman{'s testimony went no_furtﬁer~than this because

. Distrigt Attorney Moore felt that .an investigation was fn order and a +

! .
.o " . ’ .
* | - e \
5 .
\ Y
¢ ol ’ .
was very difficult bhcause his four key witnesses turned out to be\Qse- . _!h
~ * 4

. .

. N
Less. Three of the ¥itnesses (Ruby boldstein, a boxer; Nathaniel Jarvis, i
v ) .

! .

i
|
! .
a friend of Goldstei*‘s; and Peter Cassidy) all said they were in the

PRSI

‘cluL at the time of ghe shooting but clal@ea they did sot know who fired

. i N
the shots. Chief meéical examiner Doctor Thomas A. Gonzales testified . ..

i N . N °
)

that Red was killed jith a .38 calibre pistol and Simon Walker was shot”
i © e
from a,.32 calibre wéapon.lA Twenty-two year 'old Ggldstein conflrméd
l -

District Attorney Moore s theory about how the brawl began, but he dis- N

played considerable uneasiness on the stand and told the court that he
. - ‘ )

hid ‘with some forcyuother people 9ehind :he orchestra platform %od did

not see the actual shpoting. *Jarvis's testimony was similar to Gold-

.

; . .
did. the actual shootiné Cassidy did say though that his brqther Red B '

told him Légs Diaandwwas one of the bartenders that night but.this was .

t o, - ‘

as close a connection to D¥amond as police er foufid.

Luke Reilly, the doorman on duty the nig t of t double rder,

shed new light on the killings when he gave his testimony. He/ state&

v

N

trouser’'s po

i .
' e L.
et a few\?econds after the s;hooting."15 Reilly| said that

manager, rao down and told him to open the doors because a ok

Cohen, t

fight wds going on~ Shartly Efter this he spotted the new bastender

'-

running across the road tryipg to put the{"blue steel" pistol into his =~ .
\ .

k‘* - ’ & -
Jb "Three U ny Sﬁeing Ni;ht Clubs Slayer,” New Yotk Times, 7 . . .
Febrgéry 1929, p. 13. < R -, ‘

“ .
15. "Gives New Version of Cafe Murders," New Ygrk Times, 8 Febru- . .
ary 1929, p. 17. ~ - o :
&N Vs .
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. two~fay adjournment was obtained. 4 .

.
‘
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e
\
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_When “the trial resumed Moore put Eony Merola,17 a singing waiter

and violinist, on the scand.

.

rola had been held as a mdterial wicnesé

and it was believed he would be aé{e to identify both Entratta and Dia-

mond as the murderers.

Early 1n August, Merola's wife had issued an

/

sapplication for his release as a witness because she felt he was becom-

ing unbalanced and should be sent.to a psychopathic ward.18 His releaqg

Y

‘was opposed by District, Attorney Mooréd who ‘believed Merola was merely
* .

.

suffering from ''stage fz}éhc" about the trial,- When @erola appeared on

AN :
the stand, George Z. Medalie (Entratta's lawyer) claimed the witness was

not of sound mjyé.and requested a medical examination. Judge' Rosalsky

N -~
became insgnsed at this moves anH stated:
. This is thé first time since I came, to the bench in
1894 that the mental capacity of a wiuness has been ques—"
joned in this way during a trialy This did not even
happen in the Harry K. Thaw murder> trials. s

’ N L&

Dr. Israet S. Wechler, an "alienist" connected with Columbia University,

. . /

held that Merola was legally sane because he had an ;ﬁnderscanding of
r'd . .

his actions™ and thus Tohy Merola gave his testime?§ as planned. But

after all this legal maneuvering he simply ‘told the court that he, like
s

the~others, séw nothing because Ke hid when the firing began. At this

)
-

point Judge Roaalsky bfénounced a not guilty verdict even before -

LY

“~

-~

16.

It was reported that a search was put 1nco effecc for this

unkndwn bartender but, police believed he was one of the three victims .

reporgedly slain 1n late Augusc.

; X

Merola s first name was. alsgprinted as "Thomas' 'and, "John.'

17.
18. "Refuses to Free Mervla," New York Times, 6 August 1929, p-
28. p ,
, 19. "Gives Neiw Version of Cafg Murders," p. 17.
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&

G B
left\ the courtroom he was picked up and charged with a violation 'of N

N

parole and was sent back,to prison £6r eleven ye'ars.u . N

~ e

trial@®ended". Diamond; who received his nickpame because he was once a
dancer, had worked his way up from a bodyguard to a powerful gang lord.

Diamond also pleaded not guilty’ and -defieé. officials in every possible

way before his trial. Diapond had told polite that he was a "clerk,"

and Chief Mulrooney's reply to tl:is statement was:, "'Outside of being a .

-

clerk and a murderer, what other occupaEions havé"you had."22 (Dia~

.mond's only reaction _;o'this remark was a smile.{ Diamond further oo
. . . L4
sannpyed the police when he was askéd to appear in a line-up becguse it
was believed he was also ‘ijvolved in a robbery'in' Newarlg, ‘New Jersey:

- Diamond refused to le

Mrs. Deckel, a woman

cel‘l to‘id*entify hife Diamond defiantly lay down on his got' and put; his-
. face under tbﬁe pillow until his "visitors" ggt tired of waiting.’ Lt
. P
At the outset of *Diamond's trial his laifyer produced two witpesses
who swore he was in Massacﬁms&:ts the morning of the murder. Beca:xse’

. . & .
the prosecution's vital witnesses were all dead or saw nothing, the out- -

come of the trial was.pr-'edictable.

»

20. "Greene Acquitted in Cafe Murders," New Yotk "I’imes;,5 ar February Lt
Newr Totk Times

1930, p. 29..

.Entratta's lawyer' requested'it. 20

The trial of John "Legs" Diamond began shortly after Entratta's

!

J

.

74

i}

3

v ’ . . .
Entritta was set free but jJust as he

~
L

v ~
.

~

o ~

{

CE °

T

' "

e his cell, claiming that he Knew his rights. R
& N
tness in the hold-u%s then taken to Diarmond's

.
* ~ =
-

e , . * i -~

. v t

23

?
Diamond_was
. \ IS

frgen?n tlife murder N
L bR [

. #y" -

0

’ @

-

21.

22,

Ibid.

\

. X .

‘Ti;k;.ss"," 5‘2 MaFFh : .

31’ 4 N N L > ’
il : .
v TSN

. . * - w4
23. A fourth man, Henry Herman, was also sougHe,as aswitness,” but ° °

’

"Bail Refusea'“D amond in Killing," New York
1930, p. )

" he had been killed in an unrelated shooting in Philadelphia. . :
. ’ ¢ .

-,
R .
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* charge*'but was immediately rearrested for a drug smuggling charge.za

. ; » [ A
In late March of 1930 the New York police went to New Jersey to

find Alexander Martin, since he was thought to have been in the.Hotsy-

Totsy Club the evening of the murders.

Martin told police he was

wounded during the®fight as an innocent bystander.,

However,'nothing

came of his testimony and this was the 1ast mention of the double slay-

-

“

ing in the Hotsy-Totsy Club and the case was left unsolved due to lack

of\evidence.

+

.

~

3

¢ .

In the final anaiysis one tends to diséount the story of +the mys-
1]

R

terious barténde\v and it is also hard to believe that Diamond and .
RS - ’

Ty
tavern

- . ; 25
Entratta were the murderers as Jay Robert Nash and others assume.

is far easier to believe that these kill&ngs_were theiresult of a
brawl just as the District Attorney outlined and the fact that the men
!

were killed with different guns tends to ‘support this.

N

seill, “police

'must be faulted for their handling of the investigation, and bringing
the case to trial with so 1ittle evidence, seemed simply to be an attempt
- ' -

On the other hand Jack Diamond took no
»

to pacify an outraged public.
\ &
chances, and 3s happened 80 many times durfng that exa, the underworld

proved to be more organized and efficient than the police. The fact

that both Diamond nd Entratta fled New York after the double siaying

. and that Diamond surkendered after eight’ months when all the witnesses v ta

N

were dead, is certainly sudpicious; however, 5his would_have been'a

natural reaction on the part of these gangstérs.

e
<. [y

occurred in Diamond s club he would not want to be charged, mistakenly ¢

Because the killings

. . - . - -
1

24, "Rearrest Diamond After His Release," New York Times, 22 March
1930, p. 10. - . .~ .
\ s N
‘ 25. Jay Robert Nash, "piamond, John Thomas" in ;Bloodletters and
Badmen (Mew York: M. Evans and, Company, 1973), p. 156-157.
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. R ‘The Cocos Island Treasure Expeditions
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N

~

of hidden wealth~-some one hundred million dollars in gold--which sup-

pe

N .
by Graht Mahon .

. ~

0 N

The lure of'buried\pirate gold has attracted many treasure seekers .
~

.8 : . .
throughout the years, but none has proved more’ enticing than ‘the rumor

- B

. ~ e o ?
posedly lies on Cocos Island, a remote speck of land gouthwest of Costa

~

Rioa. Located some five hundred miles off the western coast of'Panama;

| 2
'

in the tropical seas of the Pacific Ocean, Cocos Island is an uninhabited
- .
land mass of approximate}y-fourteen square niles. During the age of

exploration, tne tiny island provided fresh water for passing‘sailorg,

but it also became a ‘perfect treasure'trove for pirates hho looted '
b4 - -
S nish galleons along the Latin American coasf

Supposedly, the pirates Edward Davis, Sir Henry Mowugan, Lionel ’71 ¢
Wafer, and a Scotsman known only as "Thompson,” used this "minute dot in

the Pacific" as a storage place for their stolen treasures.1 . Vs
, .

- S—y

the solitary island as

.

The first of'these buccaneers to make usezyf
s.” After filling the

a safekeeping for his plundered riches was Dav

v

hull of his ship'with Sganish gold from gafleons sailing along the west

coast of South, America, he went to Cocos and, according tg a writing

man"

on board the vessel,

"beached his ship, cleaned her bottom, re-

rigged*her, and buried his treasure."2

.

1.

v

ey

o

‘Other treasures were mentioned, but, research provided no fur-

ther information, and this author is skeptical abou; their existence.‘

2. Horton'Savell, "Cocos Island Perenial Goal of Treasure Seekers,'
Literary Digest, {4 April 1934, p. 42,

v,
g . L
,
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. . "Morgan, Sir Henry," Cyclopedia of Names, Vol. 2, 1954,

In 1671, Sir Henry Morgan, with a\force of, 2, 200 men and 37 ves-

sels, sackeﬁanama City.3 The vast treasu£s frOm Peru and Me_:sico that

LN
wete awaiting shipment to Europe were loaded aboard Morgan s <ships and

then the l!elsh buccaneer left the city in ‘burning ruins, He is alleged

to hdve taken the treasure

,and buried it, in part, on Coco\l‘ More
}

<€reasure was supgosedly left there when the English -surgeon-pirate,

, s .
buried loat on-Cocos ilj 1710.5~ :

S

Lionel Wafer,

But ovgr and above any of this'wealth was the "Loot of Lima,"

%ecured on the island by a Scottish pirate known °as Captain Thompson.,

¢

Thompson had pug ashore in the harbor of Callo Tn Peru, in 1824 at about,
R © 2 .

the same time ‘that Simon Bolivar was in the process of liberating th’é

country from Spanish rule. Lima was Spain' s wealthiest city ip th(N w

wOrld, and city officials feared the ‘treasure would fall into the hands

sof the rebels. So, they loaded the most valuable of their- riches (in- -

cluding two gold Madonnas from the Lima Cathedral) aboard Thompson s L

ship, the Mar 'bear’:f' and then went aboard themselves, assuming “the rebels,

+would not dare attack a '"ship of the British flag X But officials did

not reckon on the Scot and his crew murdering them in their s}leep and
. ’
3 ° '
putting out to sea to bury the gold on Cocos.

L4

Months later the Mary Dear was captured and the crew executed but

Thompson escaped, and,, for almost twenty—five years he, sailed and pirated

-

the same area with one Benito Benito, also known sas "Benito of the Bloddy

3

-
PR

1 [}
4. "President .Goes Fishing and Spins Rirate Yarns," New York Times,
24 February 1940, p. 7. - - -, T

5. Ibid.., . o Lo v - Rz
v - N Al L]
6. '"Cocos Island a Place of Fabled Treasur‘Ye,
January 1932, *sec. 5, p. 19. . < .

/

New York Times, 31

[N

“

.




# X
Sword n? Ql/entually he became rpartners*with a‘ man named Keating and © v . - -

. -t

\ .« !

s together they ,engaged a Captain Bogue8 and made plans to recover the _ N

Peruvian gold ‘that T}&ompson had buried on* Coc\b&.— However, Thompson died . .
. N e s, ' - \
A Before the expedition could get underway and so the treasure map was . L. . t/

s

left in the' ‘hands of the other two. After this, the crew mutinied; T . ‘

- ) \ i ‘ . . ’
MBogue was drowmed on Cocds, and Keating barely escaped with his life - \/ - .,

. ' v . v 4 .
- . : ST . . T\
w .

before the treasure cou,]..d..l)_g_Eemoved."9 A o
. :

This was the earliegt of many unsuécessful attempts to discover the . o .

. . ! - . . ’ .

i treasure of Cocos Island, (})ut one hundred years latfr a number of ttea- - B
' . " sure expeditions set odt to .find the fabled gold. o - ‘ s
' ) The first of thgs@ expeditions was that ‘of the Clayton Metalphone ) ’ . § A
-l Company, Ltd., out of Vancouver, British Columhia, _1n 1931.10 One _year' . .

2 . -— . “
ayton Metalphone Company Wwas granted all rights to search for . .

.

' earlzj'r, under the name of the "Cocos Island:-T¥asure Company) Ltd"," . d
- - - 4

the

treasure on“the island by the Costa Rican“government, with the conceg-,. .

v N . .
sion that the Republic‘ receive ‘a percentage of all finds.ll .. :
° c- -~ . .
N = The co;npa-ny, under the command of ColQneLI E. Leckie, felt their )
[ -

chances of disc'overing treasures buried in past ‘centuries was extremely N .

>

. good for two reasons: One, they possessed maps "with an, 'X! marked on . N

. ('Y N .
© -

' , . - N . 5 . .
7. Savell, pe 42. g . . [ ,

. . . i .

Ny !

8. Bogue's name was akso spéiled "Boag" bu‘t the first spelling was
N - ,more prevalent throughout the research material and 1s therefore used in

o " this paper. B ~ " .
\ . <

: ’ 9. Savell, p. 42. Keating c'onfesse%on his deathbed that 'he ‘and . ‘
L o - Bogue had found the Lima gold and.that he had killed Bogue himself. . .
3 * However, Keating was forced to leave the 1sland before the- treasure « . e
* . ° could be removéd. ! ‘ N . -
i . . ~ . . .
4

) 10. “'Cocog Island Golg to be Sought Again," New York Times’22 - o
.o ' ) Tiovem/ber 1931, sec. 3, p. 6. . . . -,

(" 11. Ibid. . ‘

N, ) 1’, - 4 ! . T




an

the spots where piéces of eight,, Inca gold and priceless jeweIs ngy be
v - -

and two, they carried a davice called the Clayton

Metalphone, which was capable—of detQting metals unfier the earth or in

P

awai ting d iscovery

-

- Ny N

12 N . T

- water = b

o B .
’ 4 ‘ v

Their ship, the. Silver Wave, * left Vancouvér on February 22 1932,

.
N

’

\L

. ' ‘e ’ with twenty- five men. Under the provisions of the treasure contragt of °

) l93q, ithey could rem‘ain)on the isla d until Qectober 1932: but could- then
Ly - . - renew the lease if necessary.n, * . =
& Y RN Lo . . e e

. - Frbm the outset, the téopical growth proved a hindrance to the 'men as »

~ ~ - 4

l they triedﬂto s\urvey the island. «There were . marks of'previous expeditions

. - . - T A

' +-empty holes and ‘numerous tunnels in the sjdes of moyntains--but’the, "ama% \

¢
ing metalphone oply seemed to worle near the shoreline.
’

. Surveys of Cocos ’
1

LR )
proved of little avatl and*persisteut rain made conditions insufferable.

'fbro_ughout Jul)g,‘repo:rts of treasure’finds and then reports deny&ng\

N .
) ‘ thgse finds wereI tmnsmitted.l-“a In" one message, after a denial of dis- ~
<l < : 7 » *

' covery, the expedition s radio og\rator said "\How did anyone ever get

’ VA ‘ °

., the notion we, would \fi‘nd anything on this God-forsaken island""l;‘l Anoth- T

[

ler mber, Lieutenant Dennis Roolye/stated that-'"members of .the expedi— )
- NOe

ion W{zre nearly. starved afd vere fprced to subsist

Qwild pig meat_ angg .

~ X P
» cocdhuts."” " “Colonel Leckie. denied their accusations -and explained that,
. SN AT, S . .. P , —_ -
=~ . Lf ' . ! - = ” -’ C . ¢ P
: ¢ 1, Ibid. s : .o~
P e , ) ) A v ’ A I TE . L
. OO . 13.. "Vancouver Treasure Hyntey's ve for Cpcos Isle,” New York
- . . Times, 22 February 1932, p. 35. -
) N . -3 . -
. s sk 14. "Devonshire Treasure Reportedly Discovgred " New York ‘I‘imes,
. L 6 July. 1932, p. 19. ‘ ’ _ . -
h . " s -t $ - .. - / —_
- . ) . . 15.~ "Tre-asure' Discovery Denied," New’York Times, 7,July 1932,
! . . p. 19. ¢ » . . .
. . . : ) e
* ' ’ ‘ } 16. '"Cocos Island*Treasure’ Hunters Report They Are Still on Job "
4 . New York Times, 24 Jyly 1932, p. 9. s )
-
4
e
v
Q.
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AN . o . Rooke was only on the,island a short time. The party
" ’ was on shore rations for a few days while’ awaiting the ¢
: * "% . sarrival of a supply ship, but there was mnever any hard=
. -. shipsor anxiety, nor has there been 4 single pamr sick. :
* - T ‘ Any talk ‘of dissent:ion Jis pure- rot. . . . We have an
v . ' excellent chance of ‘succ 3 . 4

. \ T

acos Island, after s"fleral million dollars had been put into a "fruit-

‘ ’ less expedition.r"'lg Na.-glittering go’ld or’ bti.ll‘iani: je,wels vere fdund

. Bl

and the expedition, like so many others before them, returned home a
a .

’9'.," ." - : (\ . ‘

total failure.

v
o Tex Apparently publicity concerning the expedition was an inspiration

7 ~

: : , to other groups, and desplte the failure of the Clayton Metalphone Com-

. . L pany, a group of Britons deci&ed to. recover the riches of Cocos in 1934.
- * K »

*
R S~ “ . "~
o st R sailed for the island with the samne high hopes as those beforg them.
. : This .is the fir‘st scientific treasyre hunt. Our experts
. U will tackle it as. an engineering pgfoblem. We have definite '
- ’ : v, /evidence as to where the treasirefis buried. . . . We are
N - ¢ . using an’ airplane for surveying purposes. v T

- -t Unfortunately, the group ovei:looked ‘an important ‘item—-they failed

. to gptain proper authorization‘fromCosta Rica.20 Consequg}fltly, t};ﬂ%’?&

»

yd . sie, S
' . - 17. "Reports of Hardship on Coc®8™18e Denied,” New York Times, 25
, Juty 1932, p. 2. : 7 ”

. b .‘ .

. ’ 18. "Treasure Hunters Tire of Wild Pig- Diet," Nég York Times, 25
December 1932, p. 6. - .

19. "Engineers to Seek Cocos Island Gold," New York Times, 16

»&,. ~ RS ot Lt wl
B - 20 In England, the Treasury‘ Recovery Company was~told: the island » .
S was not internationa11y~recognized as Costa Rica's., Costd Rica claimed
s they sent the expedition a message in Panama saying they%would be
s ’ . arrested if they landed o £"the island, but the expedition claimed they
’ never received such a medsage and went ahead.

) . * But four months_ later, on Christmas day, the VancouVer party left

N Promqted by* Captain Charles Arthur, the Treasury Recovery Company, Ltd.,

Y
. /‘\Republic ‘arranged for th(e immediate deportation of the tréasure’ h_unters,
¢ ' ' 4 N . o

T “September 1934, p. 4o . ) 3 i

.
.

L

Ay,

Vane « ot
b T B
. ‘ s
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e
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T o ’ -
and sent fifty national policemén to the island with order? to "overcome

. 21 e N
any resistance. . . " w . 7
, . - . )

While the tredsure~seekers were being rounded up, Commander Frank
. < ¥ ' K ‘.

Worsley, the Captain of the ship, radioed an apology to Costa Rican

- ) \
President Jiﬁenez while Arthup returned to England with the excuse of

. . * °

obtaining a larger vessel for the company.22 Eventually, the entire

-«

expedition, with the exception of Arthur was arrested 3dd ended’up in

Costa Rica confiscated the equipmerts

Costa Rica for trial. e 1td but released
' N
~ the men in late October()after members of the group testified that

<

Arq&ur was the sole promoter of the company and "chey were only the

seryants of the promoters."”~ ‘They arrived in EnglanJ in Jaduary, two

months after Costa Rica renewed its Cocos Island contract with the

Clayton Metalphone Company.za . i -

»

-Tnis; however, did not stop, the Brftish search for gold. Worgley

. )
and the chairman of the Treasury Recovery Company, Erik Hankey, made /L

arrangements with Costa‘Rica for an authorized search of the island in
o > -

February, 1935 i ’ L. F . "o

On April 5, 1935 Costa Rica gave an official authorization and | N
British Tours, Leéd« (the’ old Treasury Recovery Company) tried to xaise G\V

funds in England. Their ship, the Meracity, again dnder‘the command of

L4 }-

' : U
21.

"Treasure Hufiters Held:”;New York~Times,114 October 1934} .
P. 3- ’ i '

»?
-

22. "Treasure Hunters gffer Apology," NewaYork Times, 15 October

1934, p. 6. - . -

.

e

»

‘e
)

23.

"Treasure Hunters May Go Free Today," New York Times, 29

November 1934, p. 6.

Y,
P

24.‘§“Goid15eekers Go‘Home," New York Tlmes, 14 November 1934,

‘8.

25.

s ’ ~e

-~

"ot any fInd.

Apparently, Costa Rica gave in to Hankey s offer of one—third

(9]

e
@




v The Cocos Island Tredsure Expeditions

<7 " ~

PAruntext provided oy enic [l

& .

/'*{\4

~¢

N

s

v

Worsley: reached the Cdnal Zone in early June, along .w{t}f a B&.gian, .
Peter Bergmanns, who was shipwfecked on Cocos in 1929.and claimed he

had discovered the "treasure cache." He had been offered a quatter of
. - ’

N
any .discovery fér his he].p.26 A force of ten Costa Rican policemen was

-

. s .
waiting to =ail from Puntarenas, Costa Rica, with ‘the expedition to -

protect the Republic's share in the ;:»roject.zl7 a

¢ )

Finally, on June 7, 1935, the Veracity sailed from Puntarenas with
. 5 .

a ten-man police detail and a crew of f‘ifteen under the command of

Worsley and his assistant, Commander Ey C. Finnis. Their contract:pro—‘

v

viddd for the group to stay on Cocos until October.

Still the British could not seem tgo keep themselves out of trouble.
Before they even go to‘ Cocos, the crew complained beéa:sé they had'};ot
bee.n paid for‘]:ﬁeir_ ervices since they left Engiénd. They were upset
over. the fact that Arthur stil} had control over the operagion, from
Balbo:;, and when his cousin, i(icharq Studdert, arrived from I::ngiand and
took charge, insult was added to injur."y.g

By September the expedition was near mutinyy having not received a

N (1 . -
penny of their salary, and Costa Rica made ‘arrangements with the comman-

ders. of the expedition to remove the police force onﬁ:l"le\)lionly if .

tfie men abandoned the entire project.

- . .

i Then, on October 30, 1935, Costa Rican Congressman “Carlos Jiménez
(not the president) heatedly accused British Tours, Ltd., of selling *
» - ) = N
.stock to the English.public in the name of Co&(a Rica, for the "unlikely” ~
diecovery of tréasurevon Cocos. "He alleged the company's financiai\
- v 4 A .';- N —
* 26. "Treasure Hunt Pnds," New York Times, 11 March 1936, p. 21.
.21, Arthur, still the main promotér, remained in Balboa fearing .
. arrest if he went to the island. ("Costa Rica Gives Permit for British .
Treasure Hunt,"' New York Times, 5 April 1935, p. 4.) . e s

.

.
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operations in London wére fraudulent and upged the president to cancel ‘ ’
8 N i o ¥ T
e thegconcession " \
S ~ By November 15, the charter for the Veratitx was cancelled for the

ll9

expedition "because of the lack of funds. After this, things seemed

K3 /

"to settle down until February 1936, and then Fosta Ricahgrdered the @

- ,‘; Y ),
complete evacuation of the isle because of the expeditton s failure to
o
come up with "compensation funds" for the government.
S

repealed when "last minute" funds érrived from England

)\\

The order was
-

to take care of

.

the "overdue obligations," but the president declared thdt "no matter
b , . *

e
what," the concession would end in April and the expedition myst 1eave
) . e
the island. C
Finally, in March, the hunt came to an end when Bergmanns disap-

peared.’” Most of the expedition left Cocos to await a return voyage to
¥ngland and appgaled to thf>British Foreign Ministry for the salaries -
they never received after Captain1Hardy MacMahon, the company's repre- o

- LS

sentative in Costa Rica, announced that of the $200, OQ collected in .
~ : .

‘England, only one-tenth had been spent on ‘the expeditiorr, the.rest going °

0 "administrators in. London. u30 ~‘ <o .

In May 1936, the four remaining members pf the, group on the island

were rsfrieved and %he "destitute British" started their return journey/
3 .
to England. ‘ ° \ ’
P

’ -
. he -
[y

But perhaps the most bizarre search for the legendary"treasure was

4
'

28. President Jimenez had extended the’concession until April
before the congressman's, attack. ) ("Assails Treasure Hunt," New York
Times, 30 October l953 p. 109

29. "Codos Isle Police Squad Sends Appeal for* Food," Hew York
Times, 26 November 1935, p. 18.

30. "Cocos Treasure Search Ends as Permit Expires,' New York . . .
. Times, 21 April 1936, p. 19, . R h)
. U , ! ..
'{é. . . l
: ' ’ A o 0.
- w? L N N ’i‘ .
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.

4 .

‘. " . ' -
the one undertaken by Benj’amin "Bugsy" Siegel, the notorious gangs}l\
v

Y Y - ) ~ f

S'ometime in 1937, the racketeer heard “there were millions in Spanish

. ’ treasure buried on the island "from the‘famous wreck of th
- v Al

Dear"
" * 31 \ -
and he and a Damon Runyon crew set out after it. Siegel told his

); s

créw" they were "gonna grab the stuff and then beat 4t . . . and then ? .
. - .

we re. all gonna go home rich.":{2 Dressed in a "stylish pinstripe suitv . © .

and pointed‘ two-tone sho’es,"' Siegel s idea of blasting for treasure was © .

2
‘. A - N

hurli'ng hand grenades into the jungle. After a few weeks they gave up

. on their venture and sailed for Europe n an atxlnpt to sell munitions '
S v s - | !

.

« o

to Mussolini. 1S
..,

So, after one hundred years and more than eiéhty expeditions, abso- ’
‘ lutely nothing in\the way of treasure has been found——and one wonders

if there is anything there t%fbe found. W‘hen one looks- at the various @ .

expeditions of the 1930s "»ﬁi“is easy to see why they all failed The - -

’
layton Metalphone Company had perhaps- ®he best chance but i&is doubt- ' \ .
1 that the detector was’ very effective, especially when it was re— 7 7

ported that :huregistered metals in an area where digginé yielded
D ~A
no!:hing.33 (It could just have easily failed to register metals where ‘

they really were.) FinalIly, even though Colonel Leckie stated otherwise,

the crews were in bad spirits and did not work ve‘ry eff ctively

In the case.of the Britlish expeditions' it would ap ear that the .
4

promoters were not interested in discovering treasure at all. Instead,
¢

.
d

. 31. Jay Robetrt Nash, Bloodletters and Badmen (New York: M. Evans )
.and Co., 1973), p. 503. Nash probably confuses Thompson's ship, the e

Marz Dear; with a novel by Hammo? Innes, The Wreck of the 'Mary Deare »
which had nothing to do with Cocds Island.

32./ Ibid.

¢ =22¢ -3

- !

evonshire Tp€asure Reportedly Discovered,” p. 35.

:

they wanted to extract as much money as they could from the sale of ! .‘
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-

#*gkock of a company that had alread;v plam"xed to fail.

** and "Bugsy's"

.{reasure' trove. '

«
-
.

" - " REVEEY

.{,

] ' oo o ) *
fo “T' 8 hypothesié - . v
. AY

:I.s strongly supported by the .statement of" Captain‘MacMahon, emdI the fact ; '

that members of the expgdition never received their salaries. Even . °
though Capt:ain Arthur*urned out to be a poor treasure qhunter,, he seems

-
e @ . L4

. L “
4

~—
' -

to hgve been an excellent con-man. o ) " . -
. .

( . . > ~ " Il v
. Siegel's hunt, whjch lasted only a few weeks, was an hbgolute farce !. ' -

idea of 'treasure shunting by thtowing hand' gyrepa’de‘s about ° N "

,the jungle can hardly be considered a serious seen:t:h.‘k ", 3 L. ‘

] The. only remaining question :I.s. Was any treas:re placed tl;ere at

all? When Morgan became- gﬁve:noﬁ :I.n Jamaic‘a he may haVe sent an expedi-
. 5

tion to recoaver the logt he stored there'although that still '1eav.bs the' - ’

gold from ‘the épanish sbipi‘:*fhat V;afer and Davis preyed upon, Thus, it .

is possible the treasurepis on the island yet. This argumen't ig -su'p- .

por;ed by a number of facts., First, nz'aither David nor Wafer died r;c,h o ‘ :

men, :I.mplying that they never retr{ex(ed much of thé ealth they‘ aec -

‘lated over the years\ And since they both robbed e seas on the/western )
et s .

coast of- Lat:ln America, th§ir boaty could stiil be in that area They ’ g

.

Y

wquld have had to store it on an istand becgusvg;. Spaniards uled the
e \ . [N f -

! A . .
‘coast and tlf\pirates would not land and risk capture! THezdSland

‘.

selected would have had to be tdinhabi.te‘é so the group wom.xl e . ~]
. =N

»

Y e -

- . e .
So the chance of tredsure being buried on the isla
N ., - .

However, the chance that Cocos,'IsLan:‘I will eve

\

is fairly

great. release its

fabled wealth to the world is probably much lower. '_‘: .-

@, -
e

' ,& 5

N

§
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In l95ﬁ Sermany sufferéﬂ-from the ravages of a war which‘hhd con- .

. ’

sumed nearly all of itspgvailable resources and left it without-the -

~ o

manpower tojreplenish themsto an ajEQuate leyel These cond&tions were

[ 4
.ideal for extensive black-market smuggling of food, and German-American

- . P

rings flourished,‘partioularly in Paﬁ%au *Iocated on.the Danube River,

¢ Al

which was used as a storage center prior to distribution th;gughout [

* . 0 hd .
« _ THE AXE AND FIRE MURDER OF MAJOR ‘EVERETT S. COFRAN : .

‘e

.

Germany dnd the surrounding countries.
As

s o« . -
his,duthes as’Military Governor for this district,
clear he would not tolerate smuggling in his area;

Captain Adrian-L. Wessler military prosecutor for

.

-

E}

.

’

Major EveretteS Cofran assumed

7

-

¢

and quickly made it

to\that end he brought

€ ‘(.

tite ﬁegensburg dis—

trict, and his assistant, Lieutenant Stanley Roﬁewater, to Passau to

elp him crapk the. smuggling ring.

¢

Early on the mbrning of January-?,

3

1946, the three men were slain in a brutal axe and fire murder, the in-

ves;igation of whitch- extended aver 3 pegiod Q£ niné years and involved

Amerj.can and German military and civil Qolice”k_

Y

an attempt t6 determine

-

whether black marketeers or an angry American fficer kille!'them.

The night the murder took place Rosewater slept in the, major s, bed,

Wessler stayed’ in the guest room, and Cofran

room }n the attic. All, three were killedrduﬂhng the might when the -

axe irom the Villa Botschafter,1

1t

1.

a woman pointed it out.

one.

Y

sprinkled gasoline around the 'upper

>

o

©w
,;murderer(s)‘hacked the officers six to ten t}mes in the head wifﬂ'?’

.

ent*upstairs to a spare

.

In 1946 investigators believed the ake used in the xcrime came
from the Villa Botschafter because-it was’ discovered n the-river after

Ip was later’ demonstrated n

to be the right

. Tt

. b

“®
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" 7 "cers had been killed by German "werewolves"T-Nazizs who- refq,sed to accepk

- 3. Latdr
e{ft these game eight years later, in,,wﬁrh. fnve tigators - .
hile the . .

rd ' L 4 : 2 . .
- e E A 4 ° .
o ¢

floor of the Villa Koller,z"and dgnit’ed it. Tha autopéies indicabed

‘L.ieutenant Rosewaéer was the only one kil ed by t?\e axe blows, but.

%

Wessler and Cofran were sti'll alive ‘when the flames reached them a&1~~
~

N .t

apprOximately half-—past four ﬁn the morning.w“ .
-4

. Army inv‘estigators‘ninitially pursued the possibility tﬁat the offiu-
¢ . .9
. w

4

Gétmany s defeat in th’é war--but failetl to ﬁarn anythingQﬁhicé‘ wou'ld .
> \Q . R e

substantiate this They alsu quest{lo(ned Cpfran 8 ‘peg-legged German

chauffeur with no resw].ts, and fafled t5 learn @ything by checking to
: ,,
see 1if one' or more rese/tful Nazis had killed Major Cofran because of

his strict admz.nistra‘tion of denazifiqétion orders. The investigators /
¥ £,
3 §

began to’get results when <they learned Major;Cofran and the,other two

v .
5. officers had been’ attempting Lo crack open a' black market ring; they ‘then :
- FY . - M
cbegan to operate under the assumption smugglers did _it ang shortly un- "'. ! .
@ ¢ ) N o .

covered a "hot leag" which 1esthem to belie"le American soldiers in’ ' an

s

»

onc1usion w\ith the possibie arrest of «an American . t

L] » - 0
.
. . R \

.

[

ST g, The Villa Koller was the residence of Major Cofran; it was next
door ¢to, the Villa Botschaft’er whete Captain Jame$s M. Leegh lived (he
will be teferred to later). o yo P |
n L fax e N v af

eports stated the mugders took pla;;e et ol Ao .

the morning,

originally believed Cofrag w)ss the only one struck by ‘an axg

_ other two were beaten with' club. ALl subsequent newspgpey/ regorts, .
howeVer, indicated all’three _men had been struck by angnxe. . . : v
A - . A%, P ) ,

To

- B
v

€
f
1
g
-
-
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- 4.

officer.a The case was reported as

.

were no official reports regarding the g:ot:tve.5

"narrowi{ng down," although there

This was the last men— -
©

]
tion 'of\the case for eight years, with ho reported prosecu_tioh, nor was ..

there even a,statement concerningr‘the resu’s of the investigation.
. ‘ {

!In yy 1954, william D. Canfield, Deputy’U.Sférose or for the gy

. Th egal department of the U.S. High Commissioner in Germa
> -
" the yngolved murder case by charging ex-Captain- James M« Leech with the

, resurrected

"axe-and-fire slaying of the three ?fficers. The seven-count indict-

ment inc]_,uded murder, intentional manslaughter, and fatal arson, and vas |

»de

signed by Judge DeWitt Whitéy who requested that'Leech bg extradited to

)

Mr. Canfield believed Leectb was the murderer

Y stand trial in Ger:many.6

because he had examined a "mass of evidence" which he claimed made ,
Kl // .o 4

"stfanger reading than Erle Stanley Gardner,"7 .
e

‘According to Canfield, Major Gofran was probably Leech's intended

- -

. - N .
victim, but he didn't sleep in his own bed that night; this _necessitated -

the killing of Wessler and Rosewater whom, Leech found while sedrching o
< the hbuse for the major. The prosecutox, termed the motive personal <
an‘lmosity and professional jealousy"8 because Leech's G%rmajn girlfriend,

jw,fl M e

who worked in the U.S. Occupation offices of Passau was ﬁred by’ Cofran,

Canfield a1so said the Military Governor had put an en& to the préferen-

. N -

"Murdérs irr Germany Now Made Top Secret,, New York Times, 17
January 1946, p. 4. _ - :

“ v 3 A M

» 5., Ibid. . ’
[} -‘|___ -~ * ’ )

6. It is interesting to note that White was one of the Army's top

invesr_igators for the case in 1946, and that he was being mentioned as
possible prosecutor whea his term expired June 1, if Leech were extra- -

dited. .
€ ) ¥ - - ) VAN

e 1. 191;6 Mugder of Three Officers 1in Germany Laid to Ohioan," M
- York Times, 22 May 1954, p.-1, 30.

\
~%

8. "1946 Murder of Three Officers," p. 30. .
Lt
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o

-

-

killed Cofran, because he felt Cofran had been too
AY . .

to the Passau district to make any, enemies among *

. .
. .
— e 7

-~ . . -
Ay * . -
>

evidende coatributing to CaﬁfieldTE belief in .

Leech¥s guilt, among which was the fact‘tyat Leech was the only officer
- .

in the compound who dould-not "prove"

he was elsewhere at the tdime the.
murders were committe -,
~
Lieutenant in the Villa Koller and a Captain in the Villa Botschafter,

Three of the six men were victims, and t 0, "“a

-
had what Mr. Canfield callled nylonYLlad alibis'-—German girls who were °
9
L1]

!

with them. s mind, however; the most damidimg evidence was

In Ca:@f‘ifel !

-

that, which seemed to indi

- s ] -
te the crime was an "inside job." The base-

ment door to, the Villa Botgchafter, usually locked, was found standing

open the next morning; it w. s not forced, which meant it waé,eitﬂer

10

- opened with a key or from the inside. * o hack the men

The axe used
4 AN
was found in the Danube River (it was believed to have come from Leech's

house) The prosecutor also said Captain Wessler had locked the door

and laid a pistol on the night table next to. his bed before he went to %

sleep. The door to his room was not forced, nor was the pistol dis="

°

turbed, leading Canfield to conclude Wessler had opened the door for

- -~ il -

‘.someone he knew and trusted. MHe ?elieved Leech was incriminated beyond

‘a doubt, and asked High Commissioner James B. Conant to extradite "

0
-
o
o8
=%
)

1 i

10. This vill be qualified'later. o '

1
.
P Y v .
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. after the_ crime.
™

been afraid to tell her séory before for fear of reprisal.

o N N

. -
’!é‘
Leech to face trjal id an American. civil court im Germeny.ll' )

in response Eo Canfield's firmly avowed belief in Leech's guilr, .

Bart E. Sg}liven; who had been in chirge-df the 1946 investigation, -
commented he wa§ surprised by the prgeecutor's action; he believed
Leech.ro B; inndocent of ;he crime ;f which he,was’éccpsed. ¢Cedfie1d‘
reacted‘to this by charging«Sulliven wi;h "bupgiiﬁ%.h "It {s my opin-"
ion,\ Mr. Canfield replied, ;tﬁat if Sullivan were not in cherée_of the
. o o

invescigatidn, an arrest would have been“yede within forty;eighc hours 7'

"12 4

.

. /¢
When Lieutenant Cclonel Morton S. Jeffe, chief of

o A

special assignments of the Military Justice Branch in EurOpe, revieﬁed
the case, he too was surprised chere had been no trigl in 19&6 13 Ger—
“nan police simulcaneously declared ine;perienced Army agents "bungled" - .
i evi The ‘state *

the investigation and destroyed much of the evidence.la
police chief for the Pdssau district said German police could have found
the murderer in 1946 if the Army had given‘them.more freedom.ls’ls'

.” The prosecutor also Tlocated .a "mysterious" %Woman witness who had
.
% e e, L

> She said she

sam a man whom she was unable to identify come out of the villa Kaller ..

and throw an 6bjecc into the ‘river before entering the VWilla rocschéf—‘

11.
had been

12.

L4 .

-

13.
1954, p-

2

The military could no longer court martial Leech because he &
discharged long- befOre charges were filed ) ‘
"Army Slelth Scored, New York Times, 1 Junf 1954, p. 3.

"Witness Reported in 3 Axe Murders,"' New York Times, 23 May

26. 4 < :

s, N ’
- Ibid i i ; - :

o 15. "House of Axe Murders Visited " New York Times, 29 May 1954, i
p. 1l. R

sterements by
they wanted

-~16. Defense Attorney Howard Evérett regarded these
“the Germans as attempts to blacken the U.S. name because
Americans out of Germany. ,

.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic: ,

[ * o

' . -
¢ - . ‘




ye

P

Aay

O

1207

Murder, Mischief, and Mayhem

.
£
.

- ""’
®
%

17 -

ter. The axe was'- recovered neay the spot she. pointed out.

“ -

’
James teed\ never heard anything frbm the officials about the re-

'
opened inVestfgation, he first learned “of it when reporters came to

s =

Question him concerning the ca.se

Re‘porters\described him as more

puzzled than disturbed" after they discussed the case: with ‘hin.. He.
admitted he tfad en,one of the suspects in 1946° and was held in custody
""\,‘4‘ R T - N

for four mon‘t;‘:is two_ of those under observation in the psychiatric ward

. “"'ﬁN . ~

"Noghing happened in the case," he. affirmed, "and since

. o

of a hospital.
1.
my time overseas was up ‘and \they sent me home, I thought the macter .was

,

cloded."18 When asked \what h€ planned to tio, Mr. Leech repd.ied: "You
N
can/see that I'm rot running away." Later,,in a statement re1e sed by
< ot ! .
Iégward Fverett, a Lima, Ohic (Leech's hometown) attorney who volun eered

'T don' t knbw who

»

- ‘to help him, the ex-Army E:aptain stated very simply,

- [
killed. them, bit I didn't kill them."

-

Wessler and‘ Rosew‘a'j!ef‘ the day they were ‘murd(f‘r:d.‘

s .

I'e
. It‘ﬁs obvious the Army beli%&m. Leech

after :g:[éing him a pol&graph test, sodiu entathol, and placing him

He also mefitioned he had just met _

as innocent, sl(nc'e
¢

~
R
P )

,;{nder custody for, four mo,nths, the‘y trans rrg}him to another unit and

- .

P 4

two more years after which he received a second ﬂonorable dischar e.
. m ge

-

Had. théy wished, the Army 1cou::/h;v) prosecuted him in 1946 or 1950 by

) 3

f
f‘ailing to ‘do doe they demonstvdted their belief in t&i innocence.

' o Howard‘Everet{, "Mr™Leech's defense attorney, also believed his
\7—. 2 ' : ) « 1’) N £
=~ . ) , L
{7. "Witness Reported in 3 4xe ,Murders;" New York Times, 23 May
! 1954, p. 26. :

S——

LY .
e - <0

185y ;&eeeg is Puzzldd," New Yori,;;;es, 22 May 1954, p. 1, 30.

N .

Q

| 19.

Ibid. v

He was,recalled to active duty in 1950 and served forK) .

°

2

w

"

RIC™ .

.
.‘!

W AR




< .
; 7 N . .

. v o - E s N
1 N . , . o JOC N, . .
I ~ -, <

-—
client was innocent of the murder because e talked to the Army. prose-

' cutor from 1946 and "he believed that Leech was.jomocent. / They proved .
- . - oo . ’ N
" he was innpcent."20 Mr. Everett declared without.reservdtion Mr. Leech K

was_not the type of person to be jealeus of Major Cofran for reieiving“ o

fa job he mY¥ghg have desired, nor was he the type to become angry enough o

2,

to kill his superior if he had-a girlfriend who wa% fired. He even went ' .
. so far as to say: -

< . . <.
. - He was interested in all kinds of community work. ; K
. _ ,Worked with the Boy Scouts . . . he studied all the . NS

. Indian loré in this particular pagt of the country. N
He had painted pictures of all the Indian chiefs that
iived in this part of Ohio . . . he didn't do it{ Jim

' - wasn't the type--I've known him 3ll my life . . . he -

* was always interested in history, and folklore, and
y Indian’ lore, and Boy Scouting, fishing 'ﬁhd boating, .
and all that kind of stuff: He was not (J;e twpe to s "y
kill a person. . -

- - .
Althox!éh Major Cofran had only recently been transferred to Passau before ’ —_—

~
i

he was killed, Everett felt there was sufficient time for:' him to convince . A E

black market operators he was going to do everything within his power to

- . - - .t

destroy/their smuggling ring; thus forcing them tg kill hif quicklyy- The M
f -
Eattc_)rrre _remembered Cofran's making a speech to the people of Passau to ’ .

* the ef:_fes} that he was going to put a sudden l}_@lt o the smuggl:lng.22 -
et N, / .

- » 4 .

(—‘l’l'-he Qhio attormey also placed little credence in the testimony of
the German prostitutes who defended the other officers; he responded to

- ' . A ] v
a statemént regarding Leech's lack of an "alibi" by saying:’ "What you
il Y - - - .
. e &
* mean is that he wag the only one that didn't’ haye a German with

'

. <Everett of Lima, Ohio, by the au’thom ovember 1973% : e, - .o

-

20. Information received in a telephone call to ttorney Howard . R
;ﬁ "\ < D,

. I

21. Information in a telephone call to Attorney Howard Everett *of
Lima by the author, 7 November 1973. - e -

. . 22. Information received in a telephone call to Howard .Everett'by
0 the author,-19 November 1973. - e .
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him! N6t only did he find this %gégpnce unsatigfactory, but he .

learned also %hat:che axe recovered from the river ‘was not the axe used

in the murder. When it was found, the Army investigator took the axe -

and checked to see if it would fit into the wounds in the victims' heads,
o N N .
and 1t wouldn'c,za thus determining positively that it was not the murder -
) . r
weapon. ‘Mr. Everett believed the woman who said she saw it thrown into
“\

- the river may have been lying in order to divert suspicion away from

+ black market operators with whom she was allied, either by choicerr by _Qkhsvﬂ'
‘ N

. LA .
coercion.25 He had further grounds for believing in Leech's innocencé“””—_igms

" . .
afEer learning from a Gérman lawyer that it was the "modus operandi' of

German gangsters to kill someone and set the building they were in afire,
. N »

much the same as ii was sggndard for American gangsters in the 1920s to v,

machine gun théir victims.' -

,/ While this murder case is far too confusing to make any absolute ) .

statements about the murderer(s), it is easiér to believe black market

- -

operators murdered th? three officers than to believe James Leech did.

. - N
.

There are too many unanswered questions, too many holes, too much con-
. Jecture, and not enough solid evidence to indicate he did it. If Leech A
did it for reasons of "personal animosity and professional jealousy," J

he would have beén foolish to do it the one night two visitors were
o« staying with Major Cofran. He had opportunities to kilt Cofran before; .
o
:he should haveﬁdone it tﬁén, or ;¥ter the two visitors left Cofran's

M ) :
quarters. Eveﬁé}t's testimony on Leech's character makes anfield's - -

' | - .
NI .suppositions e%gn less credible, and the fact that he didn't have a girl .
— - . , .“ '} . - ) - R
. 23. 1bid.| e o ot
. 24. Ibid. . - .
k) - ., —_— ‘ » -
25. Ibid.] & \
;.‘ ’l R A R AY
. . Foa -s‘ ; R -
. " ~
. ‘ll v » -
™ N ” . AN -
. K . T .
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. when he heard .the noise upstairs. The pistol.in Wéssler's room may have

v . o

been placed on the night stand to make it appear as if he had opened the
) - . . .

, o

door for someone he trusted. J !

‘If it is remembered that the German black market operators-would
A d . .
be professiondls and d{mgerous, it is not ‘too difficult to expléin most _)/9
. . P .
of the questions that arise in believing they committed the ofrime. It

would be \;ery convenient:" for them if all three officers committed to .
cracking the smuggling ring' were killed, rfmoving the greatest obstacle

to thedr continued ‘success. It is not unlikely one or more of the girls .
*

~ I

and{or Americans could have been allied with them and could have pro-
i) [} N - N
vided keys or opened the doors to the two houses from the ‘insdde. Thu:s ,

the murderer(s) could have' had entry into Cofran's house’ as well as*®
Y L3 1 LY

~ . ’ .

_Leech's (to act as a dgcoy) wit:,hf)ut: breaking in. It is alsovpossible\

the t:hrt‘ae men were drygged to prevent them from awakening,26 which wmlxld

. explain how three men could be killed without waking up.

w8 .
© v

have heen foolish for Leech to stop on the lawn where ev‘eryb‘ody coyld

* .
see him, throw an object in the river in vie_w\of anybody nearby, and
[ Y N

then conspicuausly ent:er__' the basement of his houselwit:hout: lacking the
door behind him. What makes-this story even more .believable ‘is ‘the

fact that the axe planted in the river was not the murder weapon; that .
. . . .

axe was obviously a decoy. . ‘ , . /!

A\l

~
Mr. Everett believed there was pa good reason-the High Commissioen

N ~
.

26. "The German cauple that tepded tfie villa believed ‘they'd been
drugged so they slept through the crime. ("Witness Reported in 3 Axe . s
Murders," p. 26.) . : Y. .

¢ .
¢

It would also .

r‘i?'?"“: s . s - N o
{ o . Pl .
': N -
T <Lt N 2N
" . . The Axe and Fire Murder of Major Everett S. Cofran 123
Za , < ]
. ; . + - ‘J- .
a . » - .
’ ERY ! .
; . - R 9 . .
- . ) ~ N i k\
“with him 1ends credence to this. In addg.t:ion, it ‘éeems unlikely that
A Y hd . A v .
one man could have killed the ot:her't:hree without awakening them, es~ * "‘Q
< pecially when it was reported in 1946 that a Major Hugo Hessen esc&ed . '
—— N . b

’
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,.Jolding up. and waixted to keep their nice 1ucrative jobs. "They wanted

A n L4

- to drag up anything they ecould to hold it .open,” he averr\ed "Those

2

‘-
. .

\ . d

.

-4

)
o

buzzards wer® not for politz?i ,jobs . . . all they wanted to do was

\
- perpetuate themselves in of ."2»? That would also explain why near
. .

‘the‘.end of the case Ca~nfie1d ‘called on Congress to investigate what he

S called "an attempt to bring down a curtain of\sileg%"ig on the investi-
0 .
gation. Whar‘better way to attract attention and insdre the continued

. - - .
existence of the High Commission than to involve Congress?

The ;Justice Department rightly conclude"d there was insufficient ,
3

evidence to extradite Leech; however, even if they- had .said there yas

. enough evidence the High Commission lacked thé jurisdittion to extradite

29 )

him. The rime was comm-itted under the Army's jux;isdiction because

i

Leech was’ in ,Amer,ica, and the High Commission did not yet exist %hen he

was in Germany.  American civil courts could not try Leech because the
% " L

N B . | oy
- crime was committed in Germany while he was in ‘the Amy’ Thus‘ there was *
»
no court in the world which could try Leech unless he went back into the

Army, and he fiever had a chance to do that--he was kifled in an explosion
) . &‘
at an oil refinery in 1956 while welding -an oil-filled boiler.

' . The Major Everett S. Cofran murder case once again reached an.un-

- satisfying corfclusion as thé High Commission was dissolved in April,
1955, with o prosecution, and no conviction, “other than what’Everett

, ° , A‘v ' . s ' , )

- . 27. /[nformation in a telephone 'cafll tq Attorney Howard 'Everett of,

Lima by the author, 7 November 1973. s -

28. "Congress Inquiry UEged," New York Times, .10 June 1954, p. 10.

’ - L. DS .
< 29. George T. Davis, a San Prancigco lawyer in Germany who prg-
tddlled to be hired by Leech "

"legal ;obgerver,” made thig announcemept
.*", to the press, as well as did Everett. ("Extradition Off in Axe Hurd%

- LS
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GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCHING

AND WRITING ABOUT A NEWSPAPER CAS

.
. . k .

Nt L4
o . s

Researchmg popula ics through contempora
Y\S\p g porary
it

newsp
reward

Is presents

own unique problems (and
. Teachers need to be especrally aware of’,

’

/ . ‘
LIBRARY R§JARCH EXERCISES ,

Fot many students a library can bea scar‘y place. All

two of these problems The first i is that students are

in complete command of theif topic. No oneelsein

the’ school‘(probably even theicountry) has more
information than they do. In a sense, they will

become the world’s expert on a piece of historicgl

inutia. This.is as it should be, but at times it is
ifficult to provrde specrfrc help in the same way
one could if the topic were on, say, Moby Dack. Still,
most students will be able to handle the research on
their own. Just warn them that newspapers ofteni
cover a story only when it’s “hot.” Later stories may
fill in missing pieces, or students may find that
details initially considered important fade as more
bizarre elements enter the case.
The second unique aspect of this assignment is
- that these kinds of topics, although encased in a
chronological format, are not neatly organized like
a literary assignment. There are false leads, surpris-
ing revelations, characters who appear and disap-
pear—in short, it is a real research problem rathet
than a manufactured topic. It'is probably best to tell
students to wade through it the first time as though
, the case were a Faulkner novel, and then begin to
assimijate the important material into a stream-
line¢ accdunt. The process of understanding the
loplc, choosing salient facts, selécting striking quos
tations, and putting everything in ;‘gaglable form.is
what writing a research paper is al¥Fabout. Foot-
notes and bibliography, although important, are all
mechanical items that come during the fmal writ-
ing. N < . ‘

- I~

~ *

those books, people working so quietly—everybody
seemsito know what they’fe doing and they all look
so confident. Most s d):ns have been to the library
before and can use ﬂ{e card catalog, and with a little
luck they can find the book they’re after (if it hasn’t
been lost or stolen or checked -out by a faculty
member for the past two.ye s) But it’sa frustrating
ekperience use they kripw there’s material there
that would help thepr”with a paper if only they

|

e

Eip

'

B

could stumhble across, it. When it comes to indexes -

and micromat fals the situation is often frighten-
ing because-most students have never used these and
perhaps don’t know they exist. I have found that a
library toryr which concentrates. almost excluswely
‘on these items is worth the time. Even thé process of
»physrcally putting a reel of microfilm on the ma-
chine is not too mundane a maneuver; students can
see how to adjust the focus and then correctly
reshelve the material. College librarians seem eager
to help with this, and they become “willing accom-
plices” when students investigate theil cases.

. At the conclusion of the tour I pass out a brief

research exercise sheet_designed to force students *

into usmg the indexes and microfilm machines that
have just heen examined. The three items should
average out {0 a page and a half and tike about
forty-five minutes to complete !

P /

1. What happened on the day ylou were born? or

N

.

Write a brief pamgraph on what happened in the

world on this date in the year . (Deal
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132 Murder, Miscliiéf, and Mayhem
especially with “curiosities,” the socz'ok% the
times, and advertisemenys.) <

é\clually puta
tcrofilm machine

These questions force students
* reel of the New York Times on

and‘use it. When writigg}ia out the day of theiry
birth, students should ‘toucl/on'World news, sports,-
the time, and want ads. Currently -

movies playing
, L -use the latter ‘question, giving each student a
different year in the nineteerith century, Then, by
‘using the current month and d3y, I ask for a brief
paxagxaph on the “temper.of the timges.” Ask them
tgexplain what the quality of life was like on, say,
ptember 4, 1883. Ithpress upon thern to stay away
from floods, world news, etc., bt instead concen-
trate on the “passions” and, “oddities” of the day.

How did people_!yive? Whatdid they wear?. What

strange news si®ries appeared? Most students find

. ?s fascinating and the results are often interesting®

4 ~
/ -
.

read. : .
Sample response . i

On January 19, 1882, there seemed to be as many
disasters in the news as there are today. There were
quite a few.fires, ship wrecks, murders, and a freight
train was demolished while “running over 30 mjles an
hour.” . &
Opera houses were popular entertainment in the
North, as were “lynching parties” in the South. For
25¢ one could use tobogan trails or play pélo, and for
$1.50 one could have an orchestra séat at Augfistin
Daly’s Broadway comedy Railroadof Love. Curling,a
game played on iceavith large rounded stones, and
playing the zither, a flat stringed instrument, were
both popular pastimes”A tour in the tropical seas was
$5 a day on Ada$” Lines’'“
steamers.” °
On this day the New York Times offered.twp
positions for females: one as a laundress and the other
as a chambermaid. More jabs were allvertised.{or men,
but they didn’t show ahy improvement—mostly but-
lers and office boys. Immigrants offered thejr servicés
as cooks, governesses, nurses, coachmen, and grooms,
Most applicants were not so much interested in sal%ry;
" as in a good home. Religi(ya, race, ang sobriety were
always mentigned in ads., - ’
Obituaries listed ten children who died at about the
“age of one year. There were three suicides, one because
of “unrequited lo\se."“‘Duffy’s Pure Malt Whiskey-

. claimed it could eure the common céld, while Bromo -

Effervescent. Caffeine simply stated it “cures all.”
The article I found the most fascinating was en-

titled ““Breaking Stone for a Kiss.” The story ebncerned

a man arrested for-kissing a strange woman-on the,

cheek. He was charged with assaiih and sentenced to

six months at hard labor. .
: Betsy Banhari

comfortable passenger

¢ -
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T 2. Writea brief accounto}'(jze Harvard: Yale game

, intheyear ____ (How the game was played, the -
_cheers, ‘the dress styles, etc.) s

’ - vy .
This requires\s[udenls to use the New Ydrk
Times Index for the first time. It works wel] dGsing .
.y’ Lear since the 1880s. Ask students t9”include-

- the score, the*heroes, How the game of f6otball was
played at that time and what peoplé wore. (This
was a social event as much as,anything else and

. often received front page coyex{agg.n)» Ing few of the )
years no game was' played; but lhew:i‘s“umally an | i
expldnation givén and fhis, or an’alterniate game, '
can substitute. Most §tudents will be surprised at * - {
how mitch footbal} hias changedand how descrip-
tive the accounts”are, e.g., “Haskell was laid out

* ‘with an, unlucky blow in the face, from,which blood -
streamed.” Tgam- cheers are 6ften quoted and they )
also prove iriterestirig. (My favorite is “breck-akek-
kek, co;ax, co-ax! whoo-up, whoo-up, paraballo
‘927, ’

A ]

¢ a
: Sam;je response . ‘L
Harvard and Yale did not play each other from 1894 to
- 1896, so I chose the Yale/Carlisle game thdt. was.played %
on October 25, 1896. Yale was a football power and
“Carlisle was a team with gogd size but without much
knowledge of the game. Yale'was expected to run atvay
- with the contest but didn’t. R :
9 According to the New York Times account of the
ame, Carlisle autplayed Yale but was the victim of a
. “wrong decisiop™ on the part of referee W. O. Higk-
cock. In the second: half, Wigh#Yale: le¥ding 1836
! Caz‘sle running.back Seneca broke a few tackles a
dca

pered 37 yards, for a touchdown. The-5,000 spec- *
tators cheered wildly (they were pro-Carlisle) and
“mén waved their hats in the air, pretty. girls clapped
théit hands and above the din could be heard the shrill

. Indian cry of “hi, hi, Carlisle, hi, hi!” But their joy
was short-lived as Hickcock .called; the play back
because he thought Yale had stopped Sentea near the
line of scrimmage. An argument erupted-and Carlisle
threatened to walk off the field if the TD didn’t count.
Thereferte persisted and the game, eventually con-
tinued*after som® heated discussion. Yale won, but the—
real winners were Carlisle. After the game the fans -

7 rushed the field; hoisted the Carljsle players on their
shoulders and carried them off’ir)nid a wave of cheer-

ing. - . . L~

r

-Chris Williams
) TN TR T
3. Pick one'mouie made in the year _y «_and tell
what the critigs thought abott it. (Try to pick a title ‘
that sounds’particularly corny.) '

a
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¢ The third ifem is designed to show students how

and then look up a magazine article from it. I begin
. with the year 1930, and by assigning different years 1
" ask students to select a movie that sounds unusual *
and particularly comy (Bonzo Gbves to College.
Superman in the Volcano, Gog). 1 then ask for a
synopsis of one qr two thagazines’ reviews of the*
* film. In order to completeYhis assigament students
must use the Readers’ Guide, the library’s circular*
file of catalogued periodicals, and magazine articles
in a bound volume_or on microfilm. '

LN

-

Sample response !

N ~sze'magaz.ine described the 1946 film Smoky as “the
story of a long, beautiful} rather intense frlendship
between Fred MacMurray and a horse.” (Nowadays,
such a description would lead to just one cdfclusion—
rated X.¥ ally, Newsweek called Smoky “a natural
for youngsters and horse lovers. . . it makes a pleasant
evening even for the nonequestrian moyviegoer " In the _
film, Smoky, who'has the distinction of playing both
himself and the title rofe, is a beautiful black stallion
who is adored by everyone—everyone, that 1s, except
the villain (Bruce Cabot). There's the usual boy- girls
'~ . thing between MacMurray and Anne Baxter, but 1t
never reglly gets very far and Time stated that “the
importart relationship is between Cowpuncher, Mac-
Murray and stallion.” Burl Ives made-his film debut
here and sang “Stréets of Laredo,” “Down in the]
Valley,” and “Blue Tail Fly.” Both Time and News-,
week treated the new film enthusiastically, perhaps
because the crux of the story was abouta horse—4 nice*
shiny black herse who doesn’t smoke, drink or watch
television. As Newsweek said. “the human beingsdoa,
- nice job., but Smoky steals the show.” .

Bill Calaman
»

2 1}
o

~ °

- - Y
. Thus general format can be used for assignments’

in Book Review Digest, Education Indéx, Essay an
General Literature Index, and PMLA Bibliogra”
‘phies, but they are not as interesting nor are they-
really peeded for researching murder cases. At a dif-’
* ferent point in the course I do ask students to look
- up one issue of Popular Mechanics (dating from=
1902) and report on one of the more bizarre inven-
tions of the day. These reports on electric chairs to

cure seasickness, spikes to keep boys off the rears of .,

cars, and automati music pagé turners are usually
fascinating. By this time students are Juite familiart
with the library}s reference section and are able to”
“_begin research papers that use these kinds of re-
sources. v .o~ ' .

,

e ~ :

: -

,“ ‘7}. ! ‘ .

to- use the ReJézders’ Guide to Periodical?Literature ©

\ L
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Now ‘that students have had s6me reséarch ex: °
perience in-the library,d hm ready to introduce the
project and aissigfl the tobics. For the -most pértpl
juBt shuffle~the case cards and deal them out, but— ..
ocCasiQnally I take requesi$ or atterhpt to*match -
special cases to certairgstuddnts. At the outset of the*
course I'ask each student tefindicate personal inter- »
@sts (sports, -crime, Indians, historical era etc.) as.
well as home town dnd cellege major. Sc:?&uimes I .
. am able to ‘assfgn a smudent a Home town case,or |, #
one that fits  specifit;interest, but this is rather rare.
Upon receiving.their cards, the students begin to

immerse themselves in the time, period. I tell them L
to “‘think 1878,” for exiim'pie, and they must wrjt€a \
brief page on what life was like in"their year. hat’

concerned people? What did they wear? was .
important? What entertainment existed? ({his is

like question one in the previou$ assignihent but
now students will probably do a” better jobl) In
many instances, this information can belised in the ¢
introduction to. the paper; especially if- the murder
case reflects dated mores or gusionms of the era. In
the Frank T. Young case, -the n\urdgr occurs in a
Hanson Cab, but the girl with thjs tapi¢ had no .
idea what a Hanson Cab wa3 so,she had.to look it
up before she could’ continue_herpaper. Red Cas-
sidly's murder in 1929 seemis right out of the movies,
and 1t was.necéssai'y,fc'); the student to read books on
“the gangland, period to put it into perspective. This
backgronnd ‘research _gets’ the scene for detailed %~
investigation later. A brief perusal of scattered
néwspapers during that year -usually suffices, but . ¢ '
enterprising studénts will find books of popular )
history to read. (About a week into their research, I ,
ask them who the President was during the period ; |
they are researchiing, Some.are chagrined when they ¢
don’t kmow.) ’ T '
- Next, students must ascertain the general layout
nd eircumstances of their cases as besgt)eyﬁ’r by
using the New Yotk Timesjndex. I ask’them not t
go to the papey’s themselves, but to scan’ the headings
in the Index and fillifi certain information on a
“xesearch paper fact sheet” (see samplé). Item one
establishes thedates a case begins and ends, essen-
tial in“ascertaining the scope of a case. Most of the
cases continue for a pesiod of years, and because of
fréquer,n charklyges in the Index’s format, it is easy to
, ) . o

¢

.



.

.

. [ :

T g “ .
\ 1, .

Ly e

] 4 B34 Murder, Mischief, and Mayhem . N ..
. ‘ - N =€ N n —
. / Y AR .
’- - e r -
N > ~
’ g - * i ;\ - ‘
P . 3 . o’ .
N N . ) ’ " Ay .
. g . Name; »
. - "l -1, 'f,‘,!‘\ v .
) s Resear_’ch Paper Fact Sheet o
% - . . . !
- . ... e . .
. Working Title of Paper: * .
s \~ _ o - '
1. Period of time encbm’passed; by topic. *{(Give exact date of first
. . story and the year and month of, conclusion.) ~~~
- * ’ ‘
‘ ’ ’, ’ .
¢ . . ' Lt . .
. ‘ 2. Categories under which topic is indexed. 8 )
" H - . -, N
* - ! ‘ ' - -
" ‘ . . - v -
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., N 3. Periodical Sources. (List articles in magazines, books, and all
. newspaper editorials on case.)
- \ - . N
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N e 4. Locale where events took place. (Use an atlas if eeded~-try to
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5. “People involved. (List major figures in case--.victim\f killer,
. - “ “a?ﬁtef?ives, etec.) . ! . .'k
. u A s \ 3 Y
- N . 9
2 s
- . . : : 7
: 6. The amount of material on my topic is A) enormous .B) véry Breat -
[ e o C) adequate D) somewhat less tha}'l adequate E) meager.
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miss items without careful fesearch. (In the middle

nineteenth ceniury a number of years appear in" the

'same Index; in the 1920s each year is divided into

six-month periods; and in the 1930s the Index is in

two volumes alphabetically divided.) The headings

usually give students an idea of what the case is all

about and whep the topic ends, but once into the

» case, some are surprised to discover that an article
may a any years later.

Lém two alerts students to the headings under
_which their topic is.indexed. Major headings pften
. change as the case progrgsses; early years are subject

oriented under “Editorials,” “Political,” “War,"’

and “Miscellaneous.” ., -~ -

Item three requires a list of periodical sources,
and sends students to the Readers’ Guide to Peri-
odical Literature (or to Poole’s Index if the case is

. before 1890). About a fourth of the topics listed at
. the end of this book are; the subject of magazine

!

T

articles or are cited in books. (Any case that resulted

in a trial of sofme kind has a good chance of being
Some students, willing to settle for newspaper arti-

. cles alone, become easily discouraged when trying
.., «lO Use the archaic format in Poole’s Index (which
7 lists magazine articles from 1802-1906). They

.~ should be encouraged to use this.and other refer-

ences,. and warned to check as far as_ten years
beyond 4heir case’s conclusion for material. Stu-

. dents are also asked to note any editorials on their
case, as they dfe must reading. .

Usually the majox headings (e.g., “murder’’) are
all that are needed here, but sometimes articles are
cited by key names-in the case. The International
Index to Pertodicals (beginning in 1907 but chang-
ing in 1965 to the Social Science and Humanities

+ Index) is a helpful tool. Other reference books that

» reported in magazines, if only -by a short notice.) -

Q

may include material and are worth checking are -

Index to Legal Periodicals and Psychoanalysis, Psy:
chiatry, dnd Law. Later, students may need to use 4
Dictionary of the Underworld by Eric Partridge, the
*  Encyclopedia of Crimes and Criminals, and the
Dictionary of Criminology to look up speeial terms.
The remaining items én. the fact sheet are-self-
- explanatory. After students hand this in, class dis-
- cussion ‘about théir cases usually geherates enthu-
- siasm, fgr gtting started, and it is sometimes
difficult to keep students from moving ahead before
they are ready.

Research with the Accent on the Last Syllable

Before students-can begin reading and nbtéxaking,
theyxmust decide what they wilLreaﬁi. I ask them to

w

N
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. g0 back to.the New York TimesIndex and sele;t the
stories they plan to read. Because nearly every case
has a great deal of material, it is necessary for
students tqg screen the articles carefully. Some stu-
dénts do this better thz;{x others, of course, but rough
guidelines can be employed. If a head reads “Police
Continue Search for fitler,” it can be assumed that
nothing new will fevealed and the article is
hardly worth reading. Trials drag on, and some-
thing like “Coroner Testifies Today” can probably
be left out. Appeals, jury selection, stays of
execution—any item that doesn’t indicate in the
headline that the case is'developing significantly
(especially retrials with predictable outcomes) can
usually be deleted. But-there are no hard and fast
rules. The William McClintock murder requires a
close reading of something like sixty articles—
almost the entire case—while the Sir Roger Charles
Tichborne fiasco has over 200 stories, but only

_about thirty-five key items need to be read. As a
general rule, the more the person reads the better off
he or she is and the greater the chances for a good
paper. But students tell me they take other classes

besides mine (I sometimes forget that)'and must fit -

their research into available time. When students
become lost because they have selected too few
_articles, they can always backtrack and pick up
missed stories. A ’
As the students -screen their articles, they are
required to copy the ~essential information for ¢
- finding them. (I suggest that each student buy ag
spiral notebook to keep* this and ‘other research
material in.. The chropological nature of the cases
lends itself to theapotebook, or nete cards, pro-
cedure.) A typical Index entry under “Murders”
might be: “Logan, (Mrs.) M; body found; Mrs. L. B.
Judson admits burying it; she and husband ar-
raigned, Los Angeles, D 23&35:7."" Among other
~things, students learn the amﬁis in the New York
_ Times of December 23 (they should also jot down
the year—1944 in this case); I tell them to forget the
column number (the last figure) because they will

~ quickly spot the case on the page. And I warn them

i

to be very careful to get the page number correct (page
15 in this sample). Almost every student will notice
mistakes between dates and page numbers from the
New York Times Index and the papers themselves, -
and this proves exasperating enough without
copying the pages incorrectly to begin with.
Students will encounter juicy ‘sounding “stories -
listed in the Index that simply don’t exist; or they
will find them on the wrong pages; or they will
stumble across them in papers printed a month later
. 7z -
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along'with stories that were never indexed. Itisalso . for the New Yerk Cit’g_ detention cehter, {'arsenit .

important to be on the lookout for mistakes in the eating” was the practice of swallowihg arsenic t .
\ day to day unraveling of a case. Names will be impart a light complexion fdr cosmgtic purposes, R

" spelled several ways, facts will be reversed, people
shot in opening stori€s turn out to be hariged in
. later- accounts. (Notice content footnotes in the
sample‘cases.) In short, there are as many mistakes
in nineteenth century papers as there are in news
stories today. This forces students to be careful
researchers—one of the project goals. And most
" dinportant of all, I warn students, upon threat of
death or failure, not to write in the Index. The
assigned students are usually the only ones dealing
with that case in the history of the school, so tell
them any underlined items are like leaving finger-
prints, ' .
The first week of this project is a key period
" because; in a sénse, students are constructing their -
bibliographies. Care must be taken that al} pages of
any given story are included and that the important
ssources are recorded for futiye_ reading. I request a
minimum of twenty-five sources, but thirty is better,
and some run to forty or more. The key is that they
include the necessary stories to construct a ten to
tielve page paper. .

“white slavefs” seem to lurk everywhere—it was the
best of ‘t‘imes, the worst of times. A{l stories need to
be taken with_a grain of salt 4nd all sources
evaluated in the same way moderp$cholars investi-
gate copclusmh;ﬁr;rrved at by egthie esearchers.
Remind suidents that importahi|details, dfich as
physical descriptidns, are o(??n givdn when a story
breaks, but are never repeated. On the other hand,

. newsp8pets will give vast coverage to itéms that ®

ultimately are of little importance simply because ”
there is nothing else to teport. '(In the Anna*
Aumuller case, abundant space was devoted to’
stories aboutthe kind of rock found with the body, a
dead-end clue that was never mentioned again after
an arrest ‘was made.)-In a sense, the studeht m
provide an exact, step-by-step reconstructi
what happened, even filling in gaps wit
hypotheses if needed. - .
If a case goes to trial, the Eo_verage tends to be .
daily, with long stretches of dialogue that simply
lay the groundwork, for future evidence. In thése-

ogical -, § "

/|

cases, students can scan the material very quickly, In ( §
, fact, there aré timeft.when twenty stories can -be -
. Words of Caution redueed to a single line, such as: “After a long trial
< .. * + Albert Fish was convicted and sentenced to death.”
~ As students begin readifig and_taking notes, the key A better method of dealing, withyrial material is _
‘ item to stress is that they be as accurate as possible. o tell svédenwto take courtroom testimony and use
News stories in papers from earlier periods read far : it elsewhere in the paper. During the trial, facts
differently than modern accounts. It seems no one ' about the crime'it®If will come out that can be used
- ever died without a reporter hovering near torecord  in the introduction to the paper. Thus, rather tharf
a melodramatic statement; and every event is “the , repeat the case or use the trial as lhe‘foQal poiilt, it is .
most dastard]y cr;me" ever perpetrated in this fair  oftery possible to treat the trial as a single source of ,
city.” Autopsies are reprinted, reporters have ho - inforination. (This is especially true where. bio- !
qualms:about accusing suspects, and editors always  graphjcal material on the victim or murderer fs i‘;
.seem incensed about justice (or the lack of it).  broughy out.) ' ’ .- "
" Racism is blatant, violence is quick, and sex is only At the same time_ students are researching
hinted-at. Students will be dumbstruck'over some of  indexed stories or articles, they should be alert for
the attitudes, and the “language” of the stories .ma;erial that was never c‘ited,‘especi,ally' letters-to-
makes for some interesting class discussions. Ina _ ¢ gditor) Cases that capture public attention often
sense; more' is told in these stories, ' but the bring community reactions which range from the
~chronological sequence -of events is sometimes  violemt to the bizaire, and sometimes they reveal *
inaccurate in order to concentrate on the sensa- = attitudes not reflected in news stories themselves. A W .
" “fional material. Caution students to be skeptical,  quick glante at editorial ‘pages is worth the effort, ~-
read bétween the lines, and actually research words  and a keen eyg almost always results in a find of
they don’t’ understand. Sex crimes are a case in uncataloged material. (TheWew York Timesindex- ™
point, for the crime is_often explained in coded ing for the carlyyeqrs is particulariyfﬁncomplét ) Co-
terms. (When it is.reported that an “outrage” was Finally, it isimportant tp warn students nef%r to .
- committed, it means the girl was raped.) Psychia-  assume their case is over. People rarely ‘stay in
trists are called “alienists,” theTombs is th& name prison for life, or they-make news while in prispﬁ,,‘_ ]
1] - e }' = - — : : ) .C 7‘(
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or at times they escape from prison. I ask that
> everyone go at least five yeag beyond “the “last”
story in the New York Times Index to be sure
- #nathing new occurs that.should be reported, and
sometimes eéven that is not far enough. Magazine
akticles appear that recap the case and add further
informationf some twenty years later, while un-
solyed cases are mentioned in thie NeWs every ume a
similar crime takes place. Harrj
Staniford. White" in 1906, was
_ assaulting a young boy and fina
which time the papers revxewed
e remembering, too, that any event
"~Hearst will mgke news\tthe rest P

mentioned.

s Tell stidents you n't want o ready the old
 newspaper stories, bu wantiq seq thelr% ount— """ "G

‘written_in d- modern sty}e——o{ Vhat happened.
Occasionally- 1 do receive researgh papers taken.
word for word from the newspape,r but the “style”

_shows every ume. When a boxer is '; thrown against
the hempen strands,” Oor a man ‘“%uccumbed to a

. wodnd by his unregeneratea cohort it's pretty

obvious that the studentdidn’t write it. Most people/\‘

will be forcedto reshape the mategia} because it is so\
badly written in the newspapers or the language is
so out of date. ‘Those rare papers that are plagiarized
usually have tense and language problems so
pror?ﬁnced.% ey fail on the basis 5f sty le alone:
(A preliminary theck of any rough draft matcn\a{,
followed, if necessary, by a mild mqulry, 1s usually
enough to deter this practice.) )

{‘:ﬁ

Alternate Sources

_In the course of five years I have had freshman
students do some amazing pieces of research,
including visiting the scenes of crimes, writing
descendants in thecases for information, checking
trial transcripts in law libraries, and calling people
once mvolved in the story. (In one instance I was
qucrled by the‘FBI because-a student tried to check
out his case through an agent at the Washington
office; they thought perhaps I knew something
abour a 1939 kldnappmg that was still open on
their. re(:ords) Early in the research process, I
distgibute a suggested-format for a letter requesting~
mform”auon {(ste sample). I havesfound that about
ten perce'm of any given clas$ §fe able to 1akc
advantage of it. .
<*For the most part, however, students euck to.
college llbrary resources. Yet even, here mo.(‘ is

o

(.

( . Wnting the Paper
{

, availablé than just the New York “Times, Lnow
require stadents to f{nd stories*in other papefs and
cdbmpare the accounts to decide orffthe aceuracy of
certain points. Although the Times is the only
" paper with an index to stories, it is qul‘te easy (o
check exact days in other’papers when a particular
case is “hot.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, Chicaga

+
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Tribune, New Orleans Times Picayune, Los Ange- )

les Times, St. Louis Post Dispatch, an(Lmany
local papéfs all prmted ‘before the age 'of wire
Services Wil . have revealing stories containing
different information. If the library ca;qes Frank,
Leslie’s 1llustrated Newspaper (1855~

..will give- much more sensationalize nts.of

" cases tharg the New Yotk Times, and studems will

find interesting material here, I encourage students
to write letf&{:;smaﬂl town editors where @:case
occurred ‘and Tmany times the college librar

locate obscure material through inter- -library loan

), thxsc

~s

e

-

The studént ‘working orr the# 1922 Daniel Kaber——

murder, for instance, was sent 2 complete file of all

the stories from the Cleveland Plam Dealer, while -

the eduoﬁsﬁh{la_‘lgrtjord Courant ‘provided valu-
able assistance to agirl investigating th¢ 1878 Mary
circulated at the time which concludes; “Now all
yqung ladies a warning take "Whether you fe great
or small’If you wouldo not like fo be cht in
pleces nd -pickled in aleohol.”) Thesé kinds of
cxcrcxses, not only result in better studenyfapers,

but make freshmen feel thcy are reall otved in

- origirial yesearch. R
X £

WRITING THE r;g’,un"

The mmal time spent on research and not
will vary according to the student, the cq;emvolved
and the procedure ‘usedl. If the student has’a

particularly complicated case, or it extends for a
umber of-years, it can take as long as two
_just to assimilate all the materials and chogée what
will be read. For the average student, hoy?(rc;n’e
“week is enough to compile dggntative 1ist jof Mews
-articles 28d pcrlodlcal sources to be read’“(\Usually
¢he list has to be expanded once the ﬂr%dnng is
undegway.) '

As soon as the reading is bcgun%students

e
.

probably rieed two to three weeks (again depend-

ing on theik case) to cover all the materials, take

‘notes,-and pRrhaps construct a rough draft. During

the periéd shudents are reading the myicrofilmed
copies -of the New”York szes and other papers,

- . 4

king

Stannaxd Case. (One item was a copy of a poem that -

eeks .
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«lass time will probably be spent on bibliographical )

-

format. Footnoting and footnote form are impor-
tant considerations, and sample newspaper foot-
notes can be gone over in class. The footnotes on the
papers ‘included here generally follow the MLA
format, but there are so many variations in form I
hesitate to-advance a definitive style. Any standard
research guide works, and I leave it to teachers to
decide among MLA, Turabian, Campbell, etc:—ws

-

Introductions

Althotigh a variety of introductions can be used, the
typical or’standard introduction for a paper of this
kind is one that follows the old newspaper dictate of
who, what, when, where. Becaus¢é most of the
research papers will follow a chronological ap-
proach, it is easy for ts to begin with the first
date and then explaifi the circumstances of the case.
“On January 23, 1879, the body of Diane Gott was
discovered in an abandoned house on the outskirts
of Toledo, Ohio.” This simple opening sentence is
enough to explain the case’s background and also
whet the reader’s appetite. This is -the type of
introduction used in the sample paper on Hans
Schmidt-and is the easiest to construct.

e ~

7 eowill all end. The paper on Jacob Rosenzweig, for

. DY Iy -

But even this kind of opening can be improved
upon by most students with the addition of a -
sentence or two at the end of the intréduction that )
‘puts the case into larger perspective or hints at how s

instance, has an introduction that begins with the
girl’s death but then moves quickly into the prob-
lem of abortion in the nineteenth century. The .
introductions to the papers ‘on Laura’ Fair and
William Kemmler both have a kind of esthetic
distance to them, evoked through the use of a
quotation in the last line of the introduction. *
Perhaps the best kind of introduction is one which
deals entirely with general background, the milieu,
the teraper of the times. The Major Cofran paper .
begins by explaining the state of postwar Germany;. .
the Red Cassidy introduction sketches the era of -
Prohibition; the paper on the Bannock War first
reviews' previous Indian conflicts. This kind of
introduction tends to be much.smoother than justa

terse recital of_the facts. = ‘

Instructors might wish to pass out copies of
newsstand detective myagaziiies as samples of how
cases can be introduced. They tend to be overly
dramatic (even somewhat Jaughable for sophisti-

cated readers), but Professor Gene Collier of East
. L4
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‘ Dear Yo - i\‘ ﬁ»
.i - — 7
o As a term paper assignment in one of my college courses s
I am researching_the murder which occurred
on To date I have 'readJall of the accounts . <
, of this case in the New York Times and am_a#itempting to find :
. . other sources that might be available. ™ _ * =
. "
. I would like to inquire if you might havé ylaterial about - - - .
N this subject or opinions on the case that might not generally
~ z . ’ be known. Because your paper once reported these events (or
‘ -because your family was once connected with .eome of these \
"Jy events) I thought I would write yo§ for information., Any s
A~ information you could supply would®be greatly appreb‘iated. . R
~ ! . -
- * Y Sincerely,
- ’ 4 7 Lo —
- Name
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‘ . ‘ \ /‘\ } : ’
. = L4 ~ \ oy
. . L -
- @ - - - * 2
A
. “\" . . - b
] . ’ [
A, > .
. Q . - 13? . . .
EMC .t i , - qo— - X B
- T ' ' * > *




£

i
H
i

PAruntext provided oy eric [

Gentral University in Oklahofa finds thai these
openings show “pizzazz and sparkle. . . and reassure
the student writer that he can cause thé reader to
want more.” At times students must be cautioned to
“ease up”’ on their introductions and even tone
down the material. Otherwise the resuft ends up
like the following introduction I received a few
years ago: “On Ociober 14, 1911, the future of Avis
Linntll was drastically’changed. There was to be no

_ future for she died in her room.”

The Search for Good Quotations

Quotations can make or break a paper, so by the

second week I ask students to hand in two quota- -
" tions they plan-to use in their final réport. These arg

read in class and commented on, and students soon
get an idea of what works and what doesn’t. Any-
thing in the nature of an opinion, theory, ‘or con-
clusion by the police or the newspaper should be
considered as a possible quotation, and a statement
that reflects the mores or attitudes of the period is a
must. Quotations that act as a brief summary of
events, relate important pieces of information, give

-the “flavor” of the situation, are dramatic, racist, -

ironic or satiric,-or are simply so stunning that the
student marvels to himself, “I don’t believe anyone
would say that!” should be considered. I think
many of the papers in this book exhibit good

choices of quotations, but here are a few that other

students have used:

“Thexre were many who fancied that the murder was
the%\&grk of negroes, and this fancy was based upon the
rumor that Mrs. had been outraged before she
was murdered.” (Jane Phall Case, 1879)

Mrs. Hull was buried on Saturday, June 14, 1879.
Thfongs of people gathered outside the house and
“‘some of them stuck so tlose 1t was ev ident they would
consider i‘k?n honor if the hearse had run over them ”
Even a fewdays after the burial children would come
to stare at the house, yet “police made no effort to drive
thém away,-but let them drink their fill of sensation in
. such little drops as they could get.” (Jane Hull Case,
1879) ‘ .

s

— ¢

“The fact that so much unnecessary violence had been '

used, evidently after the gitl’s life had been ended by
the cut across the throat, suggested to many that a
negro, brutal always to the last degree instich cases,
was the pebpetrator of the crime.” (Rahway Mystery,
1887) - - -

.

Glass time is also spent on explaining howe events and retain the narrative aspect of the case. -
) quotations should be used in the-papers. Quota-- -

tions within quotations, ellipsis marks, brackets,

v »
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and punctuation marks are studied through the use -

of a handbook, and I urge students to replace ‘‘said”’
with terms such as “remarked, exclaimed, replied,
declared, reported,” etc. Almgst every quotation

needs to be worked on in some way and sic is used_

much more often with this project than in more

formal papers. Because_of the narrative aspect of

“these kinds,of papers, I suggest to students that they
employ their own words in the middle of
quotations. e . -

“The plain fact is that there was no excuse whatsoever
for the brutality of the police,” reported a New York

Times editorial. ““If there were a spark of decency or :

self-respect in the minds of the police commissioners,
the offenders would be sharply pursued and severely
., disciplined.” }

“The life of one white man 1s worth mqre,” stated Miss
Meeker, “'than all the Indians from the beginning of
their creation.” -

“These forms make the papers more readable and

add a slightly creative aspect. g%,

v Eurther admonitions might iné% warning
that extremely long quotations shoul#be avoided
(people seldom read them), and that it is nota good
.idea to use back-to-back quotations or a long series
of quotations interspersed with the author’s words.
A rough guideline I useois that quotations should
average no more than two per page, with only two
long, indented quotations in the paper.

Putting the Paper Together (2

. One of the major advantages of these’kinds of topics

for beginning writers is that an or nizational

frarnework is built in; events, fofathg~most part, -

proceed chronologically. Still, many of these cases
are confusing, and students should be cautioned
tHat all items must be made clear to the reader.
Time jumps.from one event to another need to be
pointed: out, and dates (including the year) should
be.mentioned throughout the paper. Sentences such
as the following can be employed:  °

“Two months later, on December 17, 1899, the case was
reapened....” ~ A T~ . -
“It was not until the spring of 1900 that the suspect
was apprehended.” -

" “After nearly a year of appéals, Smith was exectited on
February 28, 1901.” 0 .

LY

These devices aid the teader with, the sequence of

Whenever possible, a person’s titlé, or relation-
ship o the case, should be cited ;@é}help readers
- A

i

-
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1dem1fy the personalities involved. Most of the\ paper. "Also, content footnotes can be used to help -

topics have a myriad of people coming and going
throughout the narrative, so to make a key figure
stand out (as well as to avoid repetitiveness) it 1s
better to refer to Mr. Smith one time, the grocer
another, and then call him “the suspect” in the
llowing line. .

Iso, witnesses tend to repeat the same facts in
newspaper accounts, and it is best if students plck
just one person’s story to recount rather than repbrt
essentially the same tesumony from several people.
I further urge studentsto “personalize” their papers
whenever possible by including physical descrip-
tions of people and the locale.

On a winter afternoen in 1917, pretty eighteen-year-
old Beth Pomerantz left her Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
home saying she was going to a repair shop a few
blocks away to have her skates sharpened. The neigh-

borhood near her house was frequented by many

retired men who in their youth had worked in the
grimy steel mills on the outskirts of the city. *

Many times these details do not appear until much
later in the story (often during the trial), but they
can be easily incorporated in earlier parts of the
paper. As mentioned kefore, trial material, if there
isa trial, tends, 1o be long and somewhat dry. At

times whole accounts can be skimmed, especially if _

- the information is predictable. Simply bezause there
is more of it than other kinds of news%hould not
séduce the student into using it in a wholesale
manner. ) J

What to Document

“The decision of what to footnote is 2 constant
problem in this and other kinds of papers. Helping
students dlstlngUISh what is “general information”

*is something that is seldom clear until graduate

S

school I'm afraid, but again a rough gulde'lme can
be employed. As a rule anything that is constantly
repeated, or would begenerally known by readers of
the time, is not footnoted. Details—dates, specific
facts, exact terms—and of course all quotations

require footnotes. Actually, a good deal of the °

writing here will be in the form of transitional
sentences and background information and thus
will not require a footnote. I urge students to
footnott;,m terms of the individual sentence rather
than anempt an all-inclusive foomote at the end of
a paragraph. ,
Contént footnotes are often requlred to define
terms and 1nclude peripheral material. I’ peqmre at
least one content footnote, and many of these are as
imeresging as items included in the body of the

o~
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- . rs

explain vast shifts in time between events in a case.

Bibliographies are somewhat easier to consfruct,

but to avom/paddlng I ask that they be called

“Working Bibliographies™ and only stories actually

“Yonsulted and used be included. (I require a mini-

mum of twen‘ty -five_sources.) P
” ! . \

Constrﬁc;jng Conclusions

Because these kinds of topics are often upen-en/dcd, I.
ask students to devote the last two pages to their
own views of the case. Was,justice done? What

. mistakes were made? Did theyfind the right man?
In short, as the world’§ expert on this case, each
student must present an opinion on what hap-
pened. In unsolved cases I ask students to construct
a solution, anddlhese are often ingemous and con-
vincing. In fact, I'm sure some of my students have
solved some nineteenth century muiders (just as.
Edgar Allan Poe claimed he did)! Perhaps because’
we live in, an age that believes in conspiracy, I get a
great number of solutions that refleet this trend, bug
actually, any summary that shows thought receives
praise. During the last two weeks of the course I
have each 3tudent give a brief oral report on his, her
case, and at that time conclusions usually come
under attack and require a good deferfe. I have
found that the other students sﬁ)m particularly
interested in this phase of the couise, and it's the

. only experience I can remember when swudents

- actually listen to their colleagues deliver an-oral
report. Professor Chris Madigan of Virginia Com-"
" monwealth. University has his students play defense
or prosecuting attorney_ in an. oral presentation/
summation to the rest of the'class or jury. He reports
, that he is pleased with some of the questions
classmates ask, although the student usually has no
trouble getting the verdict desjred.

i SREISS

The Final Check i

About a week.before papers are due, I hand out “A
Ten Point Research Paper Checklist for Students”
(see sample). The “points” stress the form of- the
paper—foomotes bibliography, quotauons etc.,
and.for the most part are a review of matefial that
has been covered previously. Going over these de-
tails before handing the paper in usually reduces™

F .
the number of careless and “nit-picking” efrofs e

that“so often blemish an otherwise' good paper,
Most students, having spenta good deal of time and
energy on these papers, are edger to make the final
product as perfect as possible.

\ .
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A TEN POINT RESEARCH PAPER CHECKLIST FOR ‘STUDENTS .

” * - ’ - \“( :

. L3 o . .
- A +
Footnotes are numbered correctly and all comma’s are correct. Dates

and page numbers are accurate. At least one content footnote should‘\

FJ ¢ N |
appear. At least one source besides the New York Times should be
used if at all possible. Coel . .

1]
The bibliography is correct——-feverse indentation, periods after
- . v
titles, déﬁspapers underlined, althbetical order, etc. >
Quotatiohs are accurate and introduced by verbs other than "gaid."
-4

>

Where possible your dwn words are fused within quotafions and colons
[

.-

RIC

and' semi-colons are used where needed, Brackets, ellipsis, and "gig"
‘ are used to make quotations more "streamlined."
> 3
s - )
4. The date of your case is mentioned at various points in the™pdper, !
. not just your introduction. N -7 o )
5. Attempts have been Pade to include the ph}sicdl description of people,
their position, background, etc.. The paper has a "personal” touch. o
6. No "you's" or "I's" in the hody of the paper. The paper is written .
+
in the past tense. . P « P
7. The paper is written in your words, your own style--rather thin just o
. . c anging a few words from the NegkYork Tinmes; the‘kggér is a complete ¢
ewniting. ’ ‘ - P .
ove - » ' v’
8. The paper is well\organizgd and easy for a reader.to follow without -
becoming lost in a mass of detail. N
. 9. The last two pages set forth your own anal?g}s of the case. l
. .
10. Final copy is in a folder, has been proofread carefullx&_;nd a carbon N
) copy is included. ’ . ,
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1142 Murder, Mischief, a7l¢i Mayhem -
MISCHIEF AND MAYHEM

Some of my better student papers have been on
snlpwrecks treasure hunts, Indian “uprisings,”

are handled in the same way, but there are usually

P

sports g\:fms ,and assorted scandals. In general these

more mhagazine articles avajable. In the I860s
“Indians” aremde,xcd’m t e“War” section, while
in_the 1870s 4f \i’ub ject 1s ced under “Political.”
(Rather i mt 1igin itself.) Axlthough there are a
few ‘“‘happy ‘ending” Indian’ stories, most of the
cases recount how-“hardy miners dispatched hea-
then savaggs,”and most students will be amazed to
read about attitudes held "during this period. In
many ways these topics are more intriguing than
murdes, allowing students to be more creative in’
their papers. ha»e found that Joumahsgl students
in particular like these ‘kmds of topics and handle
them as they could a feature story. After all, not all
murders are interesting after a certain point, and I
am reminded of the comment from the student who
worked oh a ﬂlsmembermem case and complamed
that after they found the parts of the body, the “case
was pretty cut and dried. "

I have also tried other approaches. One term I
simply, concentrated on one period in histgry—the
1920s. Our class ‘/text”” was Frederick Lewis Allen’s
Only Yesterday, and every student invesfigated a
strange event during that wild period. (It seemed

A 4 K . . 3 . -
that for awhile I was awash;, as 1,were, in bootleg

alcohol.) On-another occasion 1 ﬁir'nply asked for a .'\,
history of, what life was like in our area in a
-particular year in the nineteenth centu y using
our microfilm files of old weekly cotunty news-
papers, students compiled some bizarre local his-
tories—a kind of freaky Foxfire. Some students have
written on their family histories, researched prior
mhabnams of old houses, and taken everits reported
in the London Times from the eighteenth century
to produce a kind of “Bicenténnial Minutes” format
about concemns of the time. Sports is another trea- _
sure trove.of material, and a paper on the 1922 ~
Princeton football season, for instance, works.well,
as the “‘amazing Princeton prigces & undefeated,
untied, and undoubted.” ; ¥ .
I always keep a copy of each paper done and my
office bulges with as many files as any blg city
police department. And althouxh.d never planned
on,it, I've become an expert on Amerlcan murders
since 1851, something that makes me more popular
at cocktail parties. My point here is that this pro-
cedure for dealing with freshman research papers
has a number of advantages, I think, and for those
interested jn trying it, I guarantee you'll never again
be forced to read another dull and predictable
paper. And this is a claim I have never found on the
back of a college text on research paper writing.

. e,
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What fdflows is a list of topics that have restilted in
superior papers for me, the eream of about five
- hundred cases I haverassigned in the last five years.
Even when I assign them a second or third time,
they prove expandable enough to allow students to
come up with different conclusions, depending on
the facts they choose to include or ignore. For the
most part I have stayed away from topics that are
the subjects of books, or chapters’in books, because
“for all practical purposes it provés nothing when
students “rewrite”” them. In those cases where books
do exist, thiere is still enough newspaper material to
allow students to formulate their own theories.
Almost all of the following ‘“Murder” entries'can
first be found under the heading “Murders” in the
New York Times Index, although a few are listed
* under the name given. The date cited is the year the
ease begins, but some centinue for more than ten
years®ind have magazine articles that can-be traced.
Twd recent books cite some of the cases mentioned
heré~md I have 1nd1_cated where .this occurs. Blood-
letters and Badmen, by Jay Robert Nash (New York:
M. Evans and Co., 1973), is an interesting encyclo-
pedla of “American Criminals from the Pilgrims to
the Present”*and I once used-it as a class text. 4~
Pictoral Hzﬁbw of Crime, by ]ullan Symons (New
York: Crown 'Publlshers 1966), is less complete but

jﬂll interesting”

The topics listed under Indlans explorers, biog-
raphy, and-potpourri are all workable with the same
“general format, but these subjects allow students to
, explore in even greater depth. I might,suggest that
teachers select toplcs from scattered periods of time
so students do, not crowd over the same reels of
microfilm. It might be best to take just two cases
from a given period and reserve the others for a later
semester. - -

¢

€ .
. -
14

Vel

““Most of the following annotanons were written N
by the students who researched the case. I asked
them to write blurbs as though they were trying to
entice people to see a movie. In cases done by
students prior to last year, I have written the items
based on their papers using key quotations. Some of

.these topics sound better than they are perhaps, but

so do movie posters; I leave it to you
students to decide.

d _your

1. MURDERS

The Sickles Tragedy——1859

A New York Senator encounters his wife’s lover
outside a Washington hot-spot and cries: “You have -
_dishonored my bed and family, you scoundrel, pre-
pare to die!l” - -

2. Mary Hill Murder—1868 . -

A man throws.Ris mother-in-law out the window
and then tries to blame his wife. ) ,
John Smedick Murder—1868

A policeman is killed and his killer sentenced to dle,

“demonstrating that violence [carinot] prevail in

this Republican Government.” Somewhat run-of-

the-mill but the period of hlstory is interesting.
4, Benjamin Nathan Murder—187Q

On:Zf the first cfimes that makes New’ Yorkers

Bl

thin}their streets areqot safe. (An unsolved murder)

5. Ed
. 1870
Two store clerks are killed in a robbery and two of
_ the fobbers are drowned crossing a river in their .
escape. After a bizarre trial, E. H. Rulloff is con-
victed and hanged. (Case cited in Bloodletters and

rd “H. Rulloff Burglary and Murder Case—

Badmen)
6. Avery D. Putnam Murder—I1871 °
A trolley carride « ‘:lnurch turns to terror when a

drunken masher attacks. (A rathcr co?nmonplace
little amurder.¥
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1.

8.

9.°

10.

13.

'18.

A Mississippi lynching of a Judge and his famlly 27.
because of §Northern sympathies.”

Staten Islantl Mystery—1878

A corpse gf a young girl 1s 1dentified after police boil

her armp/and check for an Sld bone fracture. 08
Maiy Eliza Billings Murder—1878 - ’
A shot through an open window kills a woman and
* the estranged husband is sought. N

The C. A. Cobb, Jr., Poison Case—1878

A wife and her lover buy six ounces of arsenic, 29,
thirteen grams -of morphine, and ‘ten' grams of
strychnine for “medicinal purposes.”

Richard Harrison Smith Murder—1878 >

A pollceman is murdered in his bed and “offended
criminals” are questloned However, in a curious
incident, “the man’s dog which was noted for bark.

ing. whenever a stranges-came near was quiet al

night.” The wife is brought to trial.

Mary Stannard Murcier Case—1878 ¢

A young pregnant girl is found dead and the chief
suspect is “a lay preacher in a denominatien of 32.
Christians which does not permit its teachers to be

fathers of bastards.”” (Unsolved case but there is a .
trial) ,, 33
Judge Elliot Murder—1879 - .

<

Murder, Mischieft and Mayhem™ I |
James Fisk Murder—1872 : ‘ 91,
- The great railyfad stock - manipulator is shot o
death in a hotel'roont by a man he tried to swindle.
(Cited in Bloodletters and Badmen) 22,
William J. Sharkey Case—I1872
A murder case involving an gayly New York gangster

*who escapes prison and hqady {6r Cuba. 93.
Charles Goodrich Murder/—1875.

Kate Stoddard confesses o the crime, but other
Wople seem to be better [suspects. (

Kelsey Tar and Feather Outrage—1873 .
A rejected suitor is tarred and feiithered by a group of

the girl’s friends, but the jOke turns grim when six ~ 24.
months later the ma’s body is fished out of the bay.

(An unsolved case but there ig 2 trial.)

John McKenna Murder—1874 -
A minor political murder involving Tammany Hall 25.

figure Rlchard Croker.
James Noe Murder—1875

attempt to steal a shipment-of féathers.
Judge Chisolm Murder—1877

A ‘robbery becomes a homicide when twoSenl 26.
®

- A Kentucky judge is shot by Col. Henry Buford,

“who since the war continued to exercise his chival-
srou$ propensities at_odd times.”
.Jané Hull Murder—1879

“An amateur détegtive, in~the person of a Boston
journalist procurefs] the arrest of the guilty party.’
(Somewhat open and shut.)

* did her boyfriend poison her?

{
~ The Stratford mystery, as it was called, concerns an

 “Badmen and other books.

L i - T -
. . . [ f -
Jennie Cramer’s Mysterious Death—1881
Was “the Belle of New Haven" an arsenic eater or

Lamson-John Murder—]881

A doctor glves his wealt&)e,ﬁrother-m -law medicine
that results in his deathi.. .

Captain A: C. Nutt and Nicholas Dukes Murders—
1882

A son avenges  his ‘father’s death by killing “a
crawling creature tp Pennsylvama Dukes by name,
who, by.a wicked perversion of law, escaped the
gallows.”

‘Rose Clark ‘Ambler Murder—1883

“tnfamous ontrage”
casd.)
The Rahway Mystery—1887

Her tombstone read: “Cruelly Slain, A Woman and
a Stranger, aged about 25 years.” (Unsolved case)

3

Dr. P. H. Cronin—1889 ’ .

The treasurer of an Irish-American Organmization. is
found dead after discovering some missing funds.

Helen Potts Murder—1891

A student at Miss Day ] Fmrshmg School is found
poisoned and suspicion falls upon “z conscientious
medical student and a young man of the greatest
honor.”

Blanche Lamont Murder—1895 - = N

;JThe bodies of two girls are found jn the Emanuel
Baptlst Church and Theodore Durrant is eventually
hanged. A famous case cited in Bloodletters and ..

and fickle lover. (Unsolved !

Josephine Barnaby Murder—l-§91

A bottle of poison whrskey kills two women and an .
unscrupulous dgctor is brought to light. :
‘Meyer’s Insurance Murder (Baum)—1893

A doctor’s wife “would go to live with a man as his

wife, an insurance policy would be taken out, then

death would soon follow.”

Robert Ross Murder—-1894

An election day political murd
New York C[ty.‘(A pedestrian case.)
Mrs. Henry H. Bliss Murder—1895
A daughter serves her mother poisoned clam chow-
der, but a jury believes otherwise.

Benjamin Pitzel Murder—1895 -

The last crime committed by the infamous H. H.
Holmes who once held the Guinness record for most
murders. A new book just published on Holmes tells
about his Chicago murdet castle and he 1s cited in
Blogdletters dnd B'bdrnen and 4 chtorzal History of
Crighe,

Thé Murder of William Guldensuppef-1897
Some boys finds pieces of a man’s body dismembered

~

the streets of
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37.

38.

39.

by his straying wifedhd ‘her fiendish lover. Thou-
sands attend the viewing at which the body is laid
out in a beautiful suit and no head. (Mentioned in
Bloodletters and Badmdén) T

Emeline-Reynolds Murder—1898 e
A girl goes to the big city to study opera but is found
dead’in a manjs hotel room. (An unsolved crime)
Kate Adams Murder—1898

Poisoned bromo seltzer kills the wrong person. A
case mentioned in Bloodletters and Badmen and 4
Pictorial History of Crime.

William Marsh Rice—1900

A‘retred millionaire dies mysteriously anda strange
will surfaces. Case menuioned in 4 Pictorial History
of Crime. s -

Frank Young Murder—1904 .

A Flgradora girl shoots her sugardaddy;'

William E. Annis Murder1908

The victim is shot by Péef Hains, Jr. while his

brother, Thorton, uses a guti to hold members of the
ayside Yacht Club...at bay. A crime of passion

winvolving the “unwritten law.”

40. Lt. Guiseppe Petrosino Murder—1909
A detective investigating the Black Hand 1s mur-
dered. The first docamentation of Mafia influence
in America, ]
41. Ocey Snéad Murder Case—1909
_ A young boy foynd drowned in a bathtub leads
s+ police to the depraved Wardlaw sisters—a case men-
tioned “in Bloodletters and Badmen.
42. Avis Linnell Murder Case—1911 -

43,

44.

46.

47.

A et providea by eric [

An innocent young girl goes to the big city and; alas,
_meet$ the wrong kind of man. She is found poisoned
from cyamde of potassium and a Reverend Richeson
-is suspected. .
Louise Beattie Murder—1911
On a highway in Richmond, Virginia, a “stranger”
shoots the wife of a prominent banker, but the gun
mysteriously turns up in the hu%home.
Herman Rosenthal Murder—1912° : -
Oftten called the Becker Case, this murdér was called
“one of the most infamous ang brazen crimes in this
country’s criminal annals:” Mentioned in Blood-
_letters and Badmen and 4 Pictorial History of
Crime. -
Mrs. William Bailey Murder—1914

A jéalous wife shoots one of her husband’s patients.

Barmett Baff Murder—1914 _

The New York ‘‘chicken king" is killed in a struggle
between poultry dealers.

The Death of Gaston Calmgtte—1944

A Paris woman revenges newspaper attacks on her
husband by Killing the editor.

$

" 54, Mrs. Walter Wilkins Murder—1919 .

t

Was Dr. Mohr shot by two men who tried to 1gb,

48. Dr. C. Franklin Mohr Murder Case—1915
him, or did his wife have him killed to inhcrf;gis

fortune? (A rather short case) -
49. Charles Murray Murder—1915

A New York “Jack the Ripper” prowls the streets. A
short unsolved case, but intriguing. He may have

appeared again in 1916.
50. Elizabeth Nichols-Murder—1913 '

, A wealthy widow is strangled and a two-year man-

*~ hunt covers three states.

An Annotated List of'Topzcs )
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51. Aithur Warren- Waite Murder—1916
A man sets out to kill his wife and her family using®
arseni¢, ground glass, influenza germs, a nasal spray
of. tubercular bacilli, and chlor . A-case men-
tioned in A Pictorial History/0f Crime.

52., Daniel Kaber Murder—1919 "
In Lakewood, Ohio, a man is stabbed twenty-four
muef and at the autopsy they find enough arsenic
" “1n his 1nternal organs to kill four og five tnen.”” The
“wife says only that she hired men to ppse as ghosts to
drive out her husband’s evil spirits.

F. R. Andrews Murder Case—1916

‘A poisoning in the Ascher House for Elderly People
touches off an investigation involving an insane
owner and rumors about other inmate deaths.

53.

A doctor claims robbers Killéd his wife, but he.is
é‘g:usedpf the murder.
55. Camillo Ciazzo Murder—1921
A gang “forces” a man to commit murder, but the
dead man’s ghost leads him ,to confess. An early
“syndicate” killing involving previous murders.
56. Luther Boddy Case—1922  * . )
- A man,shoots a policeman in a celebrated case of
police brutality. ) -
57. West End Bank Messenger Robbery—1923
Two bank messengers are killed and $43,000 stolen
in a daring subway holdup. .

58. The Strange Déath of William Nelson McClintock—

-

1924 .
A millionaire orphan dies after eating poisone
oysters and a bacteriologist is Suspected. 7 - -~

59. Dr. William Lilliendahl Murder—1927
The wife tells a terrifying story of an assault by two |
blacks, but then‘a secret lover is found.
60. Grace Budd Murder—1928 o’
One 5f the nation’s most grisly’ crinjes. The de-
praved Albert Fish is convicted of rurdgr and canni-
balismi. -
61. Alfred Lingle Murder—1930 _
A newspaper reporter Is killed and it is discovered
«" he_had gangster corfnections. .
) {
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63.

64.

67.

68.

“-After 94 days the decapitated kidnap Vtcum is

69.

70.

710

-

'A mysterious slayer sends letters to pgltce and the

., Walter Li
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Murder, Mischief, and Mayhem
N

The Eugenia Cedarholm Mystery221930

A young heiress disappears and’ Edwatd Hall begins

sellmg hér estate. -

The 3% Murders" (Mozynskt)-—-1930 s

74.

75.

~

papers stating he is a member of thet :Ruassian Red
Diamond League in search of secret‘papers

The Death of Zachary Smith Reynol&sa—1932 J

A shooung k e home of the wealthy toba(;co heir
could have Ben suicide or murder. Aidetermined
sheriff brings the wife to trial. - i3 '

E. A. Ridley Murder Case—1933 L

A wealthy realestate owner, “Old Ridley—as he was
called by the East Side folk near his cellar office~ _
might have stepped straight out of the pages of
Dickens.” Biit then he, and his secretary are_found *
shot to death. .

Samuel Drukman Murder—1935 ’

This second degree murder is altost incidental to a
political scandal which lasts six years. Bribery and - 8¢'
obstruction of justfee charges become so prevalent

that the state supreme court asks for the resignation ,* .
-6f the District Attorney. 'z

tt Murder—1935 “‘4 ~

The editor of the newspaper The Mid- West American
is assassinated because of his attémpts to clean up
vice in Hennepin County, Minnesota. .

]

76.

77.

L

78.

79.

. ™

-82.

Peter Levine Xidnapping—1938 5
8

washed ashore on Long Island. To this day thie case
is unsolved and remains htghly confidential—the
student working on this topic was herself ques-
tioned by the FBI who wanted to know hep interest
*ip the matter. .

N o84,

Philadelphia Poisoning Rtng—1939 A

‘“For thiree hundred dollars and upward a witch’s
broth and complete murder instructions were given .
to greedy, dissatisfied wives who had their husbands
insured for a minimum of one thousand-dollars.”

Mrs. Wayne Lonergan Murder—1943 foe .
A soldier returns from the seryice and murders his
wife. (Soméwhat open and shut) .

Sir Harry Qakes Murder--1943 . 81,

Wealthy man murdered in his bed in the Bahamas—
@ famous unsolved case with more nesvspaper and
magazine arttc}es available than any student can

85.

86.

»

88.

\ read.

72,

73.

-

The illie Earle Lynchtng-—-1947

ck man is dragged from a South Carolina jall
by a group of ‘angry cab drtvers L
Janet Fay Murder—-1949 Tl

The stl)ry Jof_the’ sordidt “lonely hearts murders. A
film "Wa$ doneion lhls case. ; PR

89

90.
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The Case of the Tr

ton Six—1951 -
A grocer ‘misidentiffes six black youths i ina murder

Case’ because “they.all look alike.” 1)
PennsyLvama 'I"«mptke Murders——1953

A maniac ktlls two truck driverdand wo'unds another
on one of America’s, ma_|or highways. s

Charles Bates Murder-—-1953 T

A sailor is brutally beéaten to death and Paul Pleffer
is sentenced \to death--tl;en another man confesses
o o the crimes | .

The Brooklyn, Teenage Killers—1954 -

" Four youths i volved in a thrill killing.

Judge Chillm th Murder—1955

A Florida ]udge and his wife disappear and years
later the story is revealed.

Joseph "Aronowitz Murder Case—1955

Murder and a wéstern shoot out in the center of New
York ' City. &

Emmitt Till Case--1955 >

. The famous ease of a black youth shot for whistli ng
-at a white womah in Mississippi. A bgok has
written on this murder.

~Michael Farmer Murder—1957"
- A teenage street gang kills a young boy.

Dr. John Bodkin Adams Case—~1957 - ‘
Ar Engltsh doctor is accused of k@lng his pauents
The Murder of -Barbara Ftnch—l§59 ’ i
A famois gase tnyolvmg a respected doétor and his
mistress. Many magazme articles -here.»

The Starved Rock Murders (Mrs Robert Lindquist,
et>al.)}—1960

A hiking trip in an Ilinoi§ State Park ends -in.

_ murder! (A brief case)

The Bluebelle Yacht Case;l%lz
The story of a mysterious wreck 4t sea and “a hass
murder by a berserk man.” : e
Wrylie-Hoffert Murder—1963 T
A’case cited inr books, magazines, and articles that
became the basis for the first Kojak television movie.
Reuben Markowitz Murder—1963

A wealthy gambler tries to cover his World Sertes
losses by murdering his bookie.

Alice Crimmins Case—1965 . -

The murder of two children resuifs in the mother’s
arrest. A recent book published on this case.
Judith Kavanaugh Murder—1966 =~ . -

« Two murders linked to a counterfeit ring result in
charges of “‘conduct unbecoming a lawyer” against
F. Lee Bailey. ., .o

The Murder of Captain McDonald’s Family—igg0.

Did three “hippies” invade an army base or-did, the!
officer hrmself slaughtegHis wife and children? .

> .

.




8. The Ute Indian Uprising—1879 The first black: he%vywelght champlon in his bouts
“The Indian agent decided it would be good for the against the “Whue hopes.””  *
Utes to become farmers, and having corge to thiS, 8 The Career of Oiven Midden—1914-1964 - <
decision, it was per[e(_lly 1mmatenal to him that the One of the f biti }:c . N
Utes preferred to live by hunting.” ne ol the few pr'(;%{l ‘o:!éangsters to retire o Hot -
o 9 Springs after an illustrid reer. (Cned in Blood-
9. Péncas Indian Controversy—18 - * letters and Badmen.) s
& M ¥
- “Persecut}n‘onI gxckerv, and ;musulcc by the} gfé{"}f o9 Tht Ordeal of Jeremigh, O’ Leary—1915 o
*  man as.the ‘ndians are regte( Vo A man tries to persuad “America to avoidswar with e
w - Ex ] . } ! . ‘,’;, e v&"“ Q. . Germany but becoméy a fugitive for his acuons .
ST, plorers < “o * . .‘*' DI agamst the United States.
’ 4- o R \ b
1. The Search for Slr John. Franklnﬁ‘?f 1§ % ,ﬁ.’.?',., 10 Baulmg Siki, Boxer—1922 . L
An expedition td find the Northwest qusage élsap- I ““From the jungles of West Africa came a man with
pears amid many speculations. . LT ol t}:)%nlemalnyo[a " toad bm thesoulofa > &
*9. Captain Hall’s Arctic Expedition—1871 " ¢ ot °§‘ 58 : '.
A search for the mxssmgSnr John Frauklm)‘esultsﬂ;}x\ ‘”& K'ﬂ Chocolate, Boker—1928" . ' :
; a strange death. . K A classy featherweight shoots for the titke. - -
) 3° Salomon Andree Arcuc Expedmon—1897‘ . - 2’ The Bullfighting Carcer of Sidney Franklm—-1929
» A polar voyage énds in tragedy. W %The m;{y ?mgrlcan bgl‘lhﬁhwruo I}I‘lakedll big hm i °
4. Captain Robert F. Scous Antarctic Expedmon—- ’j’ ﬁfg:::ry 18 1g ts were broadast on the radio in this ‘ .
1912 - IR ° K ,
L] -m [ »» . -~
An early journey to the Sduth: Pole endf in tragecbe- g?’ ?;;;3 Cl;;‘?,‘:“ﬁa‘]l Career of, Jack Legs Dlamond— X
amid “the eternal silence of the great white desert.”” * Th -f 4 his-friend k :
‘e . ¢ famous gangstef and his*friends make news .
ey 5, ﬁlér’egener G;eenlarl!ddlfl’;xpe[dlﬂtm—l%o : . until gunmen catch up to hu;n ina holel roorh. -
» rman expedition le atla ;
“In d@h e ’ 1%

L
L

- . 19 - : -
. - o, 8 . .
° T . T . . . )
, An Antzotated Last of Topics 147 ..
- ) @ *® . ). .
Indians " 6. Dr. Lincoin Ellsworth Elight Expedition—1935 -
- , - A'plane flight across the Antarctic in which twvémen_ + .

The First/Sioux Uprising—1862 . are missing for €ight weeks as lheypcover 1,700 miles
“The brutal savagés passed a stick through both of frozen was[eland
ankles of a woman and dragged her over the prairie, = )
till from that alone, torn and mangled, she died.”™ , IV. Bio graphy L .
The ‘Career of General Hancock, Indian *Fighter— . L
1867 . 1. The Career of Louis KOSSﬁlh—lBS-l 1894 ’ .
The Beau Brummel of the plams brings the Indians 2 A Hunganan statesman comes.t© Amenca to pro- .
to the treaty table. cure axd for his revolmuonary propagandasm .
_Spotted Tail, Indian Chief—1869- 18865, 2. The @aréer of John M}{chel and the Slavery Ques-

A great Sioux leader directs his tribe :)oth on the
field and at the negotiating table i in the war agamst
the white man. .
The Piegan Indian Slaughter—-1870 :
A tribe of Blackfoot Indianis is wiped out by soldlcrs, -
and settlers fear “they will not be satisfied Wllhoul
_pat revenge that an Indian naturally craves.’

he Modoc Indian War—1872 R
Led by Shark Nasty Jim, the Modocs strike back at *
soldiers trying to put them on a reservation. ®
The Cheyenne Indian Uprising—1874- 1878
'I’he prelude to Little Big Horn.

'I'he Nez-Percé Indian War—1877 ¢

“The’only good Indian is a dead Indian,” is how the
government looked at the Nez-Pereé Indian War in_

* 1877. Chief Joseph leads his tribe in a 120 day war

agajnst the United States cavalry.

N 4 The Stormy Career of ReverendT DeWitt. Talmage,

d explorer resul ! , . )
, . . ! . ‘o ¢
° . < ’ . - ’ o N Pl & .

tion—1853, .

An mspmng story of how one man stirs up emo-

tions in order to hold on to everythmg he believes. =~ -
3. "Fhe Career of Vjctorla Woodhull—1879

An early leader in the suffrage moverent—ivho
believed in spiritualism and freg- 1ove.

v e ,

Evangelist—1879 ,
After his wife's strange death the congregauqn tries ’
to replace him.
5. Richard Hobson, the Here of Samiagb Bay—1899
. A hero of the Spamsh -American War encounters ~ e
< “*rough times ‘in civilian life. ., .

Emilio Aquinaldo, The Hero of the Phlhppme -

Insurrection-+1899 i
lhe . S. Mdrines. . ¢

A-patriot leads his peOple against
7. The Boxmg Career of Jack Johnson—-\l‘,)lo -1915

.
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14.

&~ -

The Crimina} Career of Arthur Flegenheimer—1931

~Dutch Schultz; from beer runner to gang lord. A

13,

16.

17.

19.

book has been published on his life.

The Religious Career of Father Divine—1930

A “messenger from God” offers paradise to those
who give him all their worldly goods.

1.

12.

The Boxing Career.of Primo Carnera—[930-1936
The circus strong-man.whom gangsters promoted to ..

making fun of‘him." .

The Saga of Winnie Ruth Judd—1931-1971

The famous trunk murderess keeps escaping from
prison. Recent book puBlished on her life.

The Trials (LI/F\ritz Kuhn—1936-1949

A leader of the German-American Movement meets
rough opposition when war breaks out.

Harry Bridges, Labor I.eader—1938-1952

The struggle of early labor unions 1s dramatized by

" ™ an attempt to deport one of its early organizers.

10.
RS

. sjories (‘f( umpersonati

Ll

Potpourn -
[ . - N
The Sayer-Heenan Boxing Match—1860

An English bout that ends in a near riot.

Sir Roger Charles Tichborn® Identity Case—1871

Tht case used as thi*;iis of numerous fictional
om Mark Fwain'’s time to

today. A enormous amotnt of material here and a

few books. )

The James H. Ingersoll Forgeries—1873

Boss Tweed and Company build a new court house.

Hank Smith, Swindler—1872

A Tammany Hall police, commissioner cheats the

city. .

The Henry Ward Beecher-Theodore Tilton Trﬁl—

1873 : -

A famous minister is‘ accused of adultery.

Brigham Young’s Divorce—1875 v,

The famed Mormon leader 1s sued for divorce by his

. twenty-sixth wife.

Mountain "Meadow Massacre—1877
Brutal murders of men, womeén and children, kept
secret for over 15 years, damage the Mormon faith.
Books have been written on this topic. -
The Wreck of the Metropolis—1878

A steamship breaks apart at sea with great loss of
life. - .
Bhe Johnstown Flood—1889 .

The day the dam broke and caused one of Pennsyl-
vania’s greatest tragedies. .

The James H. Edgar “Suicide’ Case—1890"

-

/A brazen swindler seeks unclaimed bodies 1o c,glleci

* “an inheritance. * . ) . *

. world champion. Sports reporters never tired of

-13.
Y Treatment—1913

14.

15.

16.

17.

\e
s18.

19.

20.

21.

24.

25.”

e -
»

. , *
 Robert Tharpe MardefSd Riot—1900

The murder of a_policeman leads to “racial inci-
dents.” TheNew York Times believed “the cause of
all the totible {was] that many negroés who live on
moncy supplied by wonien are so dangerous that
th/e,)/incite the r&st of them to riot:"”
Dynamite Conspiracy—1912"
The defendants claim “killing is not murder if done
in a class war.” -

Dr. Friedrich Franz Friedmann’s Tuberculosis

" A.German scientist becomes a millionaire with a .
“secret formula” derived from turtles.

Clara Ellert Rape and Scandal«—1914 v
A city administration is disgraced. L.
Grover Cleveland Bergdoll Draft Case—1914-1944
1
A man hides in his mother’s house to escape World
War I-and weaves a fantastic story of buried gold in
the Maryland mountains. . .
The Shooting of J. P. Morgan—1915 i
A crazed gunman goes after the wealthy philanthro-
pist. je
The Controversy Surrounding the Film Burth of a
Nation—1915 ;
Hollywood's first great movit seems to promote the )
¢ Ko Klux Klan. ‘
Edith Cavell Spy Case—1915
An English woman is executed .for helping people ~
flee Belgium iryldrld’WEr_r.—— )
The Movies Go"To War—1916
Hollywood is motivated to “make stronger soldiers,
stir patriotism,~and create prejudice against the
Kaiser.” Cast of thousands. .
The Movie Censorship Campaign—1919 +
Joo miuch sex and violence on’ the screen bfings a
crackdown.
The. Fatty Arbuckle Scandal—1921
A starlet is found “cghed to death” ar a wild
Hollywood party and the 350-pound film comedian
is brought to trial. A famous case.
*Jdmes A., Stillinan Divorce Case—1921
A Vizdrré trial of co-respondents and suits and
courNersuits among the 1920’s beautiful people. '
Izzy Eigstein and Moe Smith, Prohibition Agents—
1922 . <.
“‘I’hey’re not a bit slow and never take dough,/ They
change theif appearance where ever they go,/
Wonderful fellows are Izzy and Moe.”
The Antigonish Ghost (Prince)—192% -
Unexplained, fires, noises, and strange occurrences
take place in a sparsely inhabited valley deep-in‘the
woods and mountains of Nova Scotia,
Earl Carroll and the Bathtub Party Case—1926

A wild theatre gaz¥ with the host sétving bootleg *

’
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12
* alcohol from a bathtub in which a nude chorus girl
is immersed. Shocking! .
26. The controversy over the play Green Pastures—1930

Was this drama deeply religious, blasphemous,
racist, or-a humble vie‘)w of how blacks cr]wision “De

Lawd’’? (
John J» O’Connell, Jr., Kidnap Case—1933

An Annotated List of Topics 149
. ¢
28, Donald L. Robinson Disappearance—1937.
" Spies, forged documents, and fraudulent passports
in Stalis’s Russia on the eve of World War 11
99, The College Basketball Scandals—1951
Crooked gamblers invade the campus.

.

27.
A wealthy brewery owner is abducted by “the na- ,
L . . . o
tion’? last organized kidnapping ring. i .
. ‘ 4
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